COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN NURSING
250 Washington Street, Room 3C Boston, MA 02108

And Via Zoom
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 9:00 am J 1 Hour I (GMT-04:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) Event Address for Attendees:
https://zoom.us/j/92855273031 Webinar ID: 928 5527 3031

Join by Phone:
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Webinar ID: 928 5527 3031

Minutes of the Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 27, 2026


May 27, 2026 Regular Session Board Meeting Minutes (to be Approved 6/10/2026)
Page 1 of8

Board Members Present In Room 3C
None


Board Members Present Via Audio Or Video
A. Alley, MSN, RN, Chairperson
L. Kelly, DNP, RN, CNP, Vice Chairperson
K. Crowley, DNP, RN
A. Duah, PhD, RN, PMHNP-BC
L. Giambarresi, PharmD, RPh
A. Joseph, MD
D. Nikitas, BSN, RN
K. Pelletier, ADN, RN (Joined at 9:19am)
R. Reynolds, PhD, MSN, RN
H. Underwood, LPN

Board Members Not Present
S. Abshir, LPN
K. Sanclemente, BSN, RN
R. Sesay, ASN, RN



Staff Present In Room 3C
P. Scott, Licensing Coordinator
L. Bermudez, Program Coordinator I
S. Gaun, Office Support Specialist I

Staff Present Via Audio Or Video
J. Lavery, Director of Bureau of Health Professions Licensure
L. Nelson, Deputy Director of Bureau of Health Professions Licensure
H. Cambra, JD, BSN, RN, Executive Director
J. Matthews, MSN, APRN, MPH, Deputy Executive Director

Staff Not Present
H. Engman, JD, Chief Board Counsel
H. Caines Robson, MSN, RN, Nursing Education Coordinator
C. Walsh, MSN, RN, Nursing Education Coordinator
C. DeSpirito, JD, BSN, RN, Complaint Resolution Coordinator
M. Waksmonski, MSN, RN, URAMP Director
E. Conlon, URAMP Monitoring Coordinator
K. Jones, Probation Compliance Officer

L. Hillson, PhD, MSN, RN, Assistant Director for Policy and Research
R. Barros, JD, Board Counsel
M. Bresnahan, JD, Board Counsel
V.A. McDonough, Nursing Education (Consultant) I
P. McNamee, MS, RN, Nursing Practice Coordinator
A. Hallowell, BSN, RN, Complaint Resolution Coordinator
G. Luke, MBA, URAMP Monitoring Coordinator
J. Dillon, Director of Policy
G. Coffey, Health Communications Manager
R. Cody, Compliance Officer
R. Laguerre, Compliance Officer
E. Merisola, Health and Human Services Workforce Development Manager
E. Ketchum, Program Coordinator I

TOPIC:
Call to Order & Determination of Quorum

DISCUSSION:
A. Alley confirmed by roll call that a quorum of the Board members was present and announced that the meeting was being recorded.

ACTION:
At 9:00 a.m., A. Alley, MSN, RN, Chairperson, called the May 27, 2026 Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting to order.

TOPIC:
Regular Session

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
Motion by A. Alley, seconded by L. Kelly, and voted by roll call with A. Alley, K. Crowley, A. Duah,
L. Giambarresi, A. Joseph, L. Kelly, D. Nikitas, R. Reynolds, and H. Underwood unanimously in favor to convene the Regular Session at 9:03 a.m.
Motion carries.

TOPIC:
Approval of Agenda

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
Motion by A. Alley, seconded by L. Kelly, and voted by roll call with A. Alley, K. Crowley, A. Duah,
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L. Giambarresi, A. Joseph, L. Kelly, D. Nikitas, R. Reynolds, and H. Underwood unanimously in favor to approve the Agenda as presented.
Motion carries.

TOPIC:
Approval of Board Minutes - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC: Reports, Announcements and Administrative Matters Announcements regarding June FY2027 Chair and Vice Chair Elections

DISCUSSION:
H. Cambra thanked the Board Members for their flexibility in being able to get together so quickly to have this time sensitive session.

H. Cambra reminded Board Members to change their Outlook passwords to avoid being locked out of their accounts.

H. Cambra reminded Board Members that elections for Chair and Vice Chair are taking place at the June 10th Board Meeting and encouraged Members to nominate themselves or others. H. Cambra stated that interested Members can reach out to Board staff if they have any questions about the positions. A. Alley added that he and L. Kelly will be happy to share their experiences and position expectations if the Board Members need help in making their decision.

ACTION:
So noted.

TOPIC: URAMP - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC: Probation - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.
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TOPIC: Practice - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC: Education - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC: Requests for License Reinstatement - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC: Strategic Development, Planning and Evaluation 140 CMR 2.00 Medical Debt Proposed Regulation

DISCUSSION:
L. Nelson summarized her previously distributed memorandum and attached exhibits to the Board.

K. Crowley noted the definition of healthcare provider excludes APRNs and this has been an ongoing problem. K. Crowley stated that it is important that APRNs are adequately represented in DPH regulations because APRNs are an important part of healthcare system team. A. Alley stated that APRNs that practice independently will be interested in this regulation and should be represented. L. Nelson stated that the plan is to have the unedited regulation approved and edits can be made in the public comment period. L. Nelson stated that there will be a forum where edits can be made together to prevent any delay or back and forth. K. Crowley asked if after the public comment period, it will come back before the Board for re-approval and L. Nelson confirmed. K. Crowley asked if during re-approval, there will be an onus on the Board to approve it because K. Crowley would not approve if that's the comments are not accepted. L Nelson asked for clarification that if some of the critical comments are accepted, K. Crowley would still not vote to approve. A. Alley clarified that K. Crowley meant that if the regulation comes back for re-approval and APRNs are not appropriately listed in the regulation, the Board will not approve it to move forward. A. Joseph stated that he was confused if the material referred to all contracts, such as a contract between a nurse and nursing home. A. Joseph asked if this only applies to patient credit reporting and added that he thinks the regulation is a great thing. A. Joseph asked that for individuals licensed by the Boards that may have contract with healthcare facilities but do not bill patients, will those types of contracts require new language or is it just for contracts that involve patient debt. L. Nelson
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stated that this regulation is only for individual providers who bill and there is a separate regulation going through a different process for healthcare facilities that bill.
L. Giambarresi asked if public comments can be submitted on behalf of the Board of Registration in Nursing, so that individual Board Members do not have to submit separate comments. L. Nelson stated that the Board can do either or both. H. Cambra stated that Board staff can work with Board Counsel to put something together to have approved comments that can be sent on the Board's behalf. L. Giambarresi asked if a motion needed to request that and H. Cambra stated that a motion was not necessary at this time.

ACTION:
Motion by A. Alley, seconded by L. Kelly, and voted by roll call with A. Alley, K. Crowley, A. Duah,
L. Giambarresi, A. Joseph, L. Kelly, D. Nikitas, R. Reynolds, and H. Underwood unanimously in favor to approve the regulation 140 CMR 2.00 Medical Debt as written to progress to public comment.
K. Pelletier not present.
Motion carries.

TOPIC: Strategic Development, Planning and Evaluation
Proposed revisions to "Policy 06-01 Board Designated Tests of English Proficiency and Required Minimum Cut Scores"

DISCUSSION:
P. McNamee summarized her previously distributed memorandum and attached exhibits to the Board.

L. Kelly thanked P. McNamee for the well-written documents for their in-depth explanation that highlighted the differences. P. McNamee thanked V. McDonough for her feedback. D. Nikitas asked for clarification about the speaking aspect and score, and P. McNamee stated that the recommendation will be to accept the speaking score at minimum of 4.5. P. McNamee stated that the speaking score will be separate, even though it will be incorporated into the total score. K. Crowley asked if the equivalent
would be a 90 on the old TOEFL speaking score and P. McNamee explained the previous speaking cut score was 26 out of 30. P. McNamee stated that the Board is an early adopter and only five (5) states have adopted the new scoring, and out of those (5) states, only two (2) have reported speaking scores. P. McNamee stated that the 4.5 score is defined in the memo. K. Crowley asked if that range is the B2 and if there is any difference between a four (4) and 4.5 in terms of speaking, and P. McNamee confirmed that in terms of the B2, but the Board is only going to accept a 4.5. K. Crowley asked what the new score scale of one (1) through six (6) is equivalent to for a score of six (6) and P. McNamee stated that it is equivalent to a 114+.

ACTION:
Motion by A. Alley, seconded by L. Kelly, and voted by roll call with A. Alley, K. Crowley, A. Duah,
L. Giambarresi, A. Joseph, L. Kelly, D. Nikitas, K. Pelletier, R. Reynolds, and H. Underwood unanimously in favor to accept the new TOEFL revised scoring scales.
Motion carries.

TOPIC:
G.L. c. 112, s. 65C Session - None

DISCUSSION:
None.
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ACTION:
None.

TOPIC:
Adjudicatory Session - None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC:
G.L. c.30A, §21 Executive Session-None

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
None.

TOPIC:
Adjournment

DISCUSSION:
None.

ACTION:
Motion by A. Alley, seconded by L. Kelly, and voted by roll call with A. Alley, K. Crowley, A. Duah,
L. Giambarresi, A. Joseph, L. Kelly, D. Nikitas, K. Pelletier, R. Reynolds, and H. Underwood unanimously in favor to adjourn the meeting at 9:31 a.m.
Motion carries.


[image: Anthony Ailey]Minutes of the Board's May 27, 2026, Regularly Scheduled Meeting were approved by the Board on June 10, 2026.��b	



Anthony Alley,MSN, Chairperson
Board of Registration in Nursing Agenda with exhibits list attached.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing

Notice of the Regularly Scheduled Meeting Regular Session
250 Washington Street Conference Room 3C Boston, Massachusetts 02108
And Via Zoom
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 9:00 am 11 Hour I (GMT-04:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) Event Address for Attendees:
https://zoom. us/j/92855273031 Webinar ID: 928 5527 3031

Join by Phone:
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Webinar ID: 928 5527 3031

Wednesday, May 27, 2026

PRELIMINARY AGENDA AS OF 5/21/26 9:30am
	Estimated Time
	Item
#
	Item
	Exhibit
	Presented
by

	9:00 a.m.
	I.
	CALL TO ORDER & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
	None
	

	
	II.
	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	Agenda
	

	
	Ill.
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES - None
	
	

	
	IV.
	REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
A		Announcements regarding June FY2027 Chair and Vice Chair Elections
	

Oral/ Memo
	

HC

	
	V.
	URAMP-None
	
	

	
	VI.
	PROBATION - None
	
	

	
	VII.
	PRACTICE - None
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	VIII.
	EDUCATION - None
	
	

	
	IX.
	REQUESTS FOR LICENSE REINSTATEMENT- None
	
	

	
	X.
	STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND EVALUATION
A. 140 CMR 2.00 Medical Debt Proposed Regulation


B. Proposed revisions to "Policy 06-01 Board Designated Tests of English Proficiency and Required Minimum Cut Scores"
	

Memo, Draft Regulation, Presentation

Memo
	

LN/JD



PM

	
	XI.
	M.G.L. c. 112, § 65C SESSION - None
	
	

	
	XII.
	M.G.L. c. 30A, § 18 ADJUDICATORY SESSION - None
	
	

	
	XIII.
	EXECUTIVE SESSION - None
	
	

	10:00 a.m.
	XIV.
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	



If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Stacy Hart at Stacy.Hart@mass.gov in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
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