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Board of Allied Mental Health and Human Services Professions Public Meeting Minutes
July 17, 2026

Board Members Present:		
 
[bookmark: _Hlk148445581]William Ahearn, Acting Chair
Amy Vercillo, Member 
Kathleen Tucker, Public Member (arrived at 10:08 a.m.)
Alayna McGarty, Member 
Chiajou Lu, Member (left the meeting at 1:09 p.m.)
Cynthia Belhumeur, Public Member
Deepti Kumra, Member (left the meeting at 1:27 p.m.)
Susan Egan, Member (left the meeting at 11:57 a.m., returned to the meeting at 11:59 a.m.)
Frank Gomez, Member

Staff Members Present:	

Brian Bialas, Executive Director
Sheila York, Board Counsel
Daniel Kumin, Board Counsel
Samuel Guan, Board Intern

All board members and staff appeared by videoconference.
[bookmark: _Hlk211335057]
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at approximately 10:06 a.m. 

Roll Call for Attendance

Mr. Bialas called the roll of Board members.  William Ahearn, Amy Vercillo, Alayna McGarty, Chiajou Lu, Cynthia Belhumeur, Deepti Kumra, Susan Egan, and Frank Gomez all present by videoconference.  





Board Business

· Public Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2026: After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Vercillo, seconded by Dr. Egan, to approve the Public Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2026 as drafted.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

Ms. Tucker arrived at 10:08 a.m.

· New Board Counsel Daniel Kumin: Mr. Kumin introduced himself to the Board.

· Ratification of Decisions by Board Staff to Approve Applications: The Board considered whether to approve the decisions made by staff on applications processed since the last meeting.  A motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Belhumeur, to approve the decisions made by staff on applications processed since the last Board meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Application Processing: Mr. Bialas reported that application reviews have been going well.

· Update on Proposed Regulations: Mr. Bialas reported that the Board’s new regulations are at the Secretary of State’s Office for final promulgation and will be effective soon.

LMFT Application Review Interview

· Sydney Tanigawa 

· Interview with Sydney Tanigawa: Ms. Tanigawa appeared with her attorney Amy Galatis to discuss her pending application.  Ms. Galatis argued that Ms. Tanigawa meets the education requirements for licensure despite Ms. Tanigawa completing courses that were three quarter credits and not four.  

After a brief discussion, the Board directed Ms. Tanigawa to provide additional documentation regarding her education.  

Hearings on Denials of Applications

· Ivana Knulst, Applicant for LMHC: Ms. Knulst appeared with Martha Baez to discuss her application, specifically her education obtained in a foreign country.  

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Kumra, to accept Ms. Knulst’s education for licensure.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Liliia Kuznietsova, Applicant for LMHC: Ms. Kuznietsova appeared to discuss her application, specifically her education obtained in a foreign country.

After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Kuznietsova to provide additional documentation regarding her education and continued the hearing.

Discussion

· Open Meeting Law Complaint Filed by Kathryn Canty on July 8, 2026: Mr. Kumin discussed an open meeting law complaint filed against the Board regarding how quickly public meeting minutes are posted on the Board’s website.  Mr. Kumin explained how the Board did not violate the open meeting law and asked the Board to authorize a written response to the complaint stating the same.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Gomez, seconded by Dr. Egan, to authorize Mr. Kumin to respond to the complaint.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

LMHC Application Reviews

· Heejin Yun: The Board reviewed Ms. Yun’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Tucker, to accept Ms. Yun’s education.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Courtnee Godbolt: The Board reviewed Ms. Godbolt’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Kumra, to deny Ms. Godbolt’s application because she only completed 30 semester credits.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Christabel Ekechukwu: The Board reviewed Mr. Ekechukwu’s application, specifically his education.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to ask Mr. Ekechukwu for more information about his education and for a signed pre-master’s degree and experience form.

· Natalie Mercedes-Rodda: The Board reviewed Ms. Mercedes-Rodda’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Tucker, to accept Ms. Mercedes-Rodda’s education.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote. 

· Jennifer Rizk: The Board reviewed Ms. Rizk’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Dr. Vercillo, to deny Ms. Rizk’s application because her master’s degree in social work is not in a related field.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.
  
· Kerri Giannotti: The Board reviewed Ms. Giannotti’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Kumra, to deny Ms. Giannotti’s application because her master’s degree in social work is not in a related field.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Kristy Rosendorf: The Board reviewed Ms. Rosendorf’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to accept Ms. Rosendorf’s education.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote. 

· Kelly Hagerstrom: The Board reviewed Ms. Hagerstrom’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to inform Ms. Hagerstrom that she must complete a course in psychopathology.  

· Timothy Lambertson: The Board reviewed Mr. Lambertson’s application, specifically his education.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to inform Mr. Lambertson that his education is acceptable, but he must provide a signed pre-master’s degree experience and education form.

· Lyndsey Haseltine: The Board reviewed Ms. Haseltine’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Dr. Egan, to accept Ms. Haseltine’s education.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote. 

· David Zane: The Board reviewed Mr. Zane’s application, specifically his education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to accept Mr. Zane’s education.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote. 

LMFT Application Review

· Eden Chace: The Board reviewed Ms. Chace’s application, specifically her education.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Gomez, seconded by Ms. Lu, to deny Ms. Chace’s application because she only completed 50 semester credits.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

LABA Application Review – Discipline in Another Jurisdiction

· Jade Gayles: The Board reviewed Ms. Gayles’ application, including her disclosure of discipline by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to invite Ms. Gayles to a meeting for an interview.

NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Requests  

· NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Requests: The Board reviewed requests.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Belhumeur, seconded by Ms. Lu, to allow the following people 50% extra time and the use of a word-for-word translation dictionary:

· Jorge Israel Acosta Escorcia 
· Betty Mercedes-De La Rosa

The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.
Monitoring

· Matthew Friend, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 2nd Quarterly Monitoring Report: The Board reviewed Mr. Friend’s report.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. McGarty, seconded by Ms. Belhumeur, to accept the report.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Comments from Professional Associations

Joseph Weeks from MaMHCA asked when the new regulations will be effective and asked for a copy of the new regulations.  

Skeetz Edinger from NEAFAST asked for a copy of the new regulations.

Dr. Egan left the meeting at 11:57 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk172121536]Executive Session (closed under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B; specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate a monitoring report and examination accommodation requests that involve medical records and information of patients) 

[bookmark: _Hlk196914915][bookmark: _Hlk148449803]At 11:59 a.m., a motion was made by Ms. Lu, seconded by Ms. McGarty, to exit the public meeting and (1) enter into a closed executive session under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B; specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate a monitoring report and examination accommodation requests that involve medical records and information of patients; then (2) enter into investigative conference under G.L. c. 112, § 65C to review settlement offers, conduct a case interview, and review new cases; and then, after the conclusion of the investigative conference, (3) not return to the public meeting and adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

The Board entered executive session at 11:59 a.m.

Board maintains separate minutes of executive session.

Dr. Egan returned to the meeting at 11:59 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk150951578]Investigative Conference (closed session under G.L. c. 112, § 65C)

The Board entered investigative conference at 12:35 p.m.

During the investigative conference, the Board took the following actions:

Settlements

AMH-2025-0011 (KL):	Gave direction to prosecutor
AMH-2024-0043 (JD):	Gave direction to prosecutor

Ms. Lu left the meeting at 1:09 p.m.

Case Interview

AMH-2024-0034 (TB):	Interviewed respondent 

Ms. Kumra left the meeting at 1:27 p.m.

Invite complainant to a meeting for an interview

Cases

AMH-2025-0036 (ML):	Refer to the Office of Prosecutions
AMH-2026-0004 (ML):	Refer to the Office of Prosecutions 

Adjournment

At 2:13 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Tucker, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:13 p.m.

Approval

The above minutes were approved at the public meeting held on August 21, 2026.

[image: Brian Bialas signature]
____________________________________
Brian Bialas, Executive Director

List of Documents Used by the Board at the Public Meeting:

· Agenda for Meeting of July 17, 2026
· Public Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2026
· Applications Reviewed Under Application Review Policy: January 1, 2026 through July 15, 2026, May 1, 2026 through May 31, 2026, June 1, 2026 through June 30, 2026
· Documents from LMFT Application of Sydney Tanigawa
· Documents from LMHC Application of Ivana Knulst
· Documents from LMHC Application of Liliia Kuznietsova
· Open Meeting Law Complaint Filed by Kathryn Canty on July 8, 2026
· Documents from LMHC Application of Heejin Lun
· Documents from LMHC Application of Courtnee Godbolt
· Documents from LMHC Application of Christabel Ekechukwu
· Documents from LMHC Application of Natalie Mercedes-Rodda
· Documents from LMHC Application of Jennifer Rizk
· Documents from LMHC Application of Kerri Giannotti
· Documents from LMHC Application of Kristy Rosendorf
· Documents from LMHC Application of Kelly Hagerstrom
· Documents from LMHC Application of Timothy Lambertson
· Documents from LMHC Application of Lyndsey Haseltine
· Documents from LMHC Application of David Zane
· Documents from LMFT Application of Eden Chace
· Documents from LABA Application of Jade Gayles
· NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Request of Jorge Israel Acosta Escorcia 
· NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Request of Betty Mercedes-De La Rosa
· Matthew Friend, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 2nd Quarterly Monitoring Report
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