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Board of Allied Mental Health and Human Services Professions Public Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2026

Board Members Present:
		
[bookmark: _Hlk148445581]William Ahearn, Acting Chair
Amy Vercillo, Member (left the meeting at 11:40 a.m., returned at 12:02 p.m.)
Kathleen Tucker, Public Member 
Candice Colon-Kwedor, Member (left the meeting at 11:40 a.m., returned to the meeting at 12:01 p.m.)
Kristen Woodbury, Member
Kathryn Stevens, Member
Cynthia Belhumeur, Public Member
Frank Gomez, Member
Susan Egan, Member (left the meeting at 10:26 a.m., returned to the meeting at 10:27 a.m., left the meeting at 11:12 a.m., returned to the meeting at 11:17 a.m., left the meeting at 11:40 a.m.)
Chiajou Lu, Member
Ashley Williams, Member (arrived at 11:06 a.m.)

Staff Members Present:	

Brian Bialas, Executive Director
Sheila York, Board Counsel
Judith Bromley, Board Counsel
Lauren McShane, Chief Investigator
Doris Lugo, Investigator

All board members and staff appeared by videoconference.
[bookmark: _Hlk211335057]
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at approximately 10:03 a.m. 

Roll Call for Attendance

Mr. Bialas called the roll of Board members.  William Ahearn, Amy Vercillo, Kathleen Tucker, Candice Colon-Kwedor, Kristen Woodbury, Kathryn Stevens, Cynthia Belhumeur, Frank Gomez, Susan Egan, and Chiajou Lu all present by videoconference.  


Board Business

· Public Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2026: After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Vercillo, seconded by Ms. Stevens, to approve the Public Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2026 as drafted.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote, with Dr. Egan abstaining.   

· Ratification of Decisions by Board Staff to Approve Applications: The Board considered whether to approve the decisions made by staff on applications processed since the last meeting.  A motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Dr. Egan, to approve the decisions made by staff on applications processed since the last Board meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

· Application Processing: Mr. Bialas reported that application reviews have been going well.   

Discussion

· Review of Comments from Public Hearing on Proposed New Section 140 CMR 2.00 Prohibiting Reporting of Medical Debt to Consumer Reporting Agencies: Lauren Nelson, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Health Professions Licensure, presented on the public comments received by all Boards during the public hearing on the proposed regulations.

Dr. Egan left the meeting at 10:26 a.m.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Vercillo, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to approve the regulations as amended for promulgation.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Dr. Egan returned at 10:27 a.m.

Hearing on Denial of Application

· Kayson Jones: Mr. Jones appeared to discuss the denial of his LMHC application.  He outlined the courses he completed to satisfy the required Social and Cultural Foundations, Human Growth and Development, and Counseling Theory educational content areas.  

After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Jones to obtain a statement from his school explaining that the coursework he completed for Human Growth and Development covered the entire lifespan, that his Counseling Theory coursework explored a broad range of theories, and that he completed the Social and Cultural Foundations content within other courses.  



LMFT Application Review Interview

· Sydney Tanigawa 

· Interview with Sydney Tanigawa: Ms. Tanigawa appeared with her attorney Amy Galatis to discuss her application, including her coursework and pre-master’s degree experience.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Lu, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to approve Ms. Tanigawa’s education and pre-master’s degree experience.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

LMHC Application Review – Discipline in Another Jurisdiction

· Elise Smithmier: The Board reviewed Ms. Smithmier’s application, including her disclosure of discipline on her license in Kansas.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Ms. Stevens, to allow Ms. Smithmier to continue with the licensing process if she provides proof that she paid the fine imposed by the Kansas Board.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

LMHC Application Reviews

· Andrea D’Ovidio: The Board reviewed Ms. D’Ovidio’s application, including his education.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to ask Mr. D’Ovidio for a statement from his school signed by a dean or professor, or other person with knowledge, that the course he is claiming for Group Work was focused on providing therapy in groups.  

· Florencia Lopez Allende: The Board reviewed Ms. Allende’s application, including her education.  

Dr. Williams arrived at 11:06 a.m.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Ms. Stevens, to allow Ms. Allende to continue with the licensing process.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.





LMFT Application Review

· Dolores Anabel Cabral Soto: The Board reviewed Ms. Soto’s application, including her education.  After a brief discussion, the Board directed Mr. Bialas to ask Ms. Soto for the syllabus for the course she designated for the Research course content area.

Dr. Egan left the meeting at 11:12 a.m.


NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Request  

· Lonah Kabiu: The Board reviewed Ms. Kabiu’s request.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Tucker, seconded by Ms. Lu, to allow Ms. Kabiu 50% extra time and the use of a word-for-word translation dictionary.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Discussion

· Monitoring Guidelines: The Board reviewed the draft Monitoring Instructions.  

Dr. Egan returned to the meeting at 11:17 a.m.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Gomez, seconded by Ms. Belhumeur, to approve the draft as written.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Monitoring

· Nancy-Jean Eagan, AMH-2024-0009, Approval of Proposed Supervisor: The Board reviewed Ms. Eagan’s proposed supervisors.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Ms. Lu, to approve both Cailin Turcotte-Good and Tara Redepenning and to allow Ms. Eagan to choose her supervisor.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Emily Frank, 2022-000065-IT-ENF, Revised 1st Quarterly Monitoring Report, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Quarterly Monitoring Reports, and Petition to Terminate Probation: The Board reviewed the reports and the petition.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Mr. Gomez, to accept the reports.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

The Board directed Mr. Bialas to invite Ms. Frank and her supervisor to a meeting for an interview about Ms. Frank’s petition.  

· Lucia Mayers, Conditional Licensure Agreement, Approval of Proposed Supervisor: The Board reviewed Ms. Mayers’ proposal that Krystal Gottilla supervise her for her conditional licensure agreement.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Tucker, seconded by Ms. Belhumeur, to approve Ms. Gottilla as Ms. Mayer’s supervisor.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Jacob Hasson, AMH-2023-0003, Approval of Proposed Supervisor: The Board reviewed Mr. Hasson’s proposed supervisors.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Woodbury, seconded by Ms. Lu, to approve Dawn DePasquale as Mr. Hasson’s supervisor.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.



Comments from Professional Associations

Rachel Blum Cantone from NEAFAST asked about LMFT application review statistics and application reviews under the new regulations.

[bookmark: _Hlk172121536]Executive Session (closed under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B; specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate a monitoring report and examination accommodation requests that involve medical records and information of patients) 

[bookmark: _Hlk196914915][bookmark: _Hlk148449803]At 11:40 a.m., a motion was made by Ms. Stevens, seconded by Ms. Woodbury, to exit the public meeting and (1) enter into a closed executive session under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B; specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate a monitoring report and examination accommodation requests that involve medical records and information of patients; then (2) enter into quasi-judicial session under G.L. c. 30A, § 18 to review a final decision and order; then (3) enter into investigative conference under G.L. c. 112, § 65C to review a settlement offer, conduct a case interview, and review new cases; and then, after the conclusion of the investigative conference, (4) not return to the public meeting and adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

The Board entered executive session at 11:40 a.m.

Board maintains separate minutes of executive session.

Dr. Vercillo, Dr. Colon-Kwedor, and Dr. Egan left the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 

Dr. Colon-Kwedor returned to the meeting at 12:01 p.m.

Dr. Vercillo returned to the meeting at 12:02 p.m.

Quasi-Judicial Session (closed session under G.L. c. 30A, § 18)

The Board entered quasi-judicial session at 12:09 p.m.

During the quasi-judicial session, the Board took the following action:

Final Decision and Order

AMH-2023-0034 (TB):	Issue final decision and revoke license

[bookmark: _Hlk150951578]Investigative Conference (closed session under G.L. c. 112, § 65C)

At 12:13 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Belhumeur, seconded by Ms. Stevens, to exit quasi-judicial session and enter into investigative conference under G.L. c. 112, § 65C to review a settlement offer, conduct a case interview, and review new cases.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  
The Board entered investigative conference at 12:13 p.m.

During the investigative conference, the Board took the following actions:

Settlement

AMH-2025-0007 (BS):	Gave direction to prosecutor

Case Interview

INV21939 (TH):	Interviewed respondent

Ms. Woodbury left the meeting at 12:58 p.m.

Refer to the Office of Prosecutions

Cases

FINV7345 (SL):	Invite respondent’s former supervisor to a meeting for an interview
2021-000285-IT-ENF (JM):	Dismiss with advisory letter 
AMH-2024-0045 (KL):							Interview respondent
AMH-2025-0051 (GM):							Interview respondent 
AMH-2024-0046 (DB):	Refer to the Office of Prosecutions

Adjournment

At 1:49 p.m., a motion was made by Mr. Gomez, seconded by Ms. Belhumeur, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:49 p.m.








Approval

The above minutes were approved at the public meeting held on October 16, 2026.

[image: Brian Bialas signature]
____________________________________
Brian Bialas, Executive Director

List of Documents Used by the Board at the Public Meeting:

Agenda for Meeting of September 18, 2026
Public Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2026
Applications Reviewed Under Application Review Policy: January 1, 2026 through September 17, 2026, August 1, 2026 through August 31, 2026
Draft Section 140 CMR 2.00 Prohibiting Reporting of Medical Debt to Consumer Reporting Agencies (Post-Comment)
September 2026 Memorandum from L. Nelson to Board re: 140 CMR 2.00 (Post-Comment)
Comment Chart re: Public Hearing Comments on Draft Section 140 CMR 2.00
Documents from LMHC Application of Kayson Jones
Documents from LMFT Application of Sydney Tanigawa
Documents from LMHC Application of Elise Smithmier
Documents from LMHC Application of Andrea D’Ovidio
Documents from LMHC Application of Florencia Lopez Allende
Documents from LMFT Application of Dolores Anabel Cabral Soto
NCMHCE ESL Accommodation Request of Lonah Kabiu
Draft Monitoring Instructions
Behavior Analyst Certification Board Mandatory Supervision Language
Nancy-Jean Eagan, AMH-2024-0009, Submission of Proposed Supervisors
Emily Frank, 2022-000065-IT-ENF, Revised 1st Quarterly Monitoring Report, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Quarterly Monitoring Reports, and Petition to Terminate Probation
Lucia Mayers, Conditional Licensure Agreement, Submission of Proposed Supervisor
Jacob Hasson, AMH-2023-0003, Submission of Proposed Supervisors
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