 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Department of Public Health
250 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108-4619
[image: MA State Seal]

KIAME MAHANIAH, MD, MBA
Secretary 
ROBERT GOLDSTEIN, MD, PhD Commissioner

Tel: 617-624-6000
www.mass.gov/dph


MAURA T. HEALEY
Governor
KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL
Lieutenant Governor







Board of Social Workers
Public Session Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2026

TIME:		9:35 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk132983810]ATTENDANCE:     	Carrie Kelley
Charlene Zuffante
Scune Carrington 
Marcia Roddy 

STAFF:		Brian Bialas, Executive Director 
Judith Bromley, Board Counsel
Lauren McShane, Chief of Investigations 
Doris Lugo, Investigator

All board members and staff appeared by videoconference.

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. 	

Board Business 

· Roll Call Vote for Attendance: Mr. Bialas called the roll of board members.  Carrie Kelley, Charlene Zuffante, Scune Carrington, and Marcia Roddy all present by videoconference.  

· [bookmark: _Hlk138426465]Public Meeting Minutes of May 26, 2026: After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Carrington, seconded by Ms. Zuffante, to approve the Public Meeting Minutes of May 26, 2026.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

· Executive Session Minutes of May 26, 2026: After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Kelley, seconded by Ms. Roddy, to approve the Executive Session Minutes of May 26, 2026.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.    




Application Review Interview – Adherence to Accepted Standards of Practice

· Nadine Nelson, Applicant for LCSW

· Interview with Nadine Nelson: Ms. Nelson appeared to discuss her application, specifically a report the Board received regarding her professional conduct from her former supervisor Mary Harris.  Ms. Nelson explained that she did not understand the billing system well enough and did not know she was doing anything wrong.  She struggled because she had too many clients.  When her employer asked, Ms. Nelson was unable to reconcile billing discrepancies because her phone records were unavailable.  She has learned to be better organized, to “back off” from adding more clients when that becomes a barrier to helping her existing clients, and to master billing systems.  

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Kelley, seconded by Dr. Carrington, to allow Ms. Nelson to continue with the licensing process.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Application Review Interview – Discipline in Another Jurisdiction

· Martha Amador, Applicant for LCSW 

· Interview with Martha Amador: Ms. Amador appeared to discuss her application, specifically discipline she received from the California Board.  She explained that she allowed her “ASW” certification to expire in California but continued working.  She was disciplined for unlicensed practice.  Ms. Amador has relocated to Massachusetts and would like to work while she completes graduate studies.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Kelley, seconded by Dr. Carrington, to allow Ms. Amador to continue with the licensing process.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Application Review – Reference

· Janelle Namey, Applicant for LCSW: The Board reviewed Ms. Namey’s application, including a reference.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Carrington, seconded by Ms. Kelley, to allow Ms. Namey to continue with the licensing process.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Monitoring

· Courtney Chapman, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 8th Quarterly Monitoring Report and Petition to Terminate Agreement: The Board reviewed Ms. Chapman’s report and petition.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Kelley, seconded by Ms. Roddy, to terminate Ms. Chapman’s agreement.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote, with Dr. Carrington abstaining.

· Melina Freeman, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 2nd Quarterly Monitoring Report: The Board reviewed Ms. Freeman’s report.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Carrington, seconded by Ms. Zuffante, to accept the report.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

· Tara Keefe, 2022-000297-IT-ENF and 2022-000338-IT-ENF, 4th Quarterly Monitoring Report and Petition to Terminate Probation: The Board reviewed Ms. Keefe’s report and petition.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Kelley, seconded by Ms. Zuffante, to terminate Ms. Keefe’s probation.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

Executive Session (Closed under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) and under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B)

At 10:37 a.m., a motion was made by Dr. Carrington, seconded by Ms. Kelley, to (1) enter into executive session under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) and under G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(7) to comply with G.L. c. 4, § 7, ¶ 26(c) and G.L. c. 214, § 1B; specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate the good moral character of an applicant as required for licensure and an application that involves medical records and information of patients; then (2) enter into investigative conference under G.L. c. 112, § 65C to review a settlement offer, conduct a case interview, and review new cases, and then, after the conclusion of investigative conference, (3) not return to the public meeting and adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.

The Board entered executive session at 10:37 a.m.

Board maintains separate minutes of executive session.

Investigative Conference (Closed Session under G.L. c. 112, § 65C)

The Board entered investigative conference at 11:43 a.m.

During the investigative conference, the Board took the following actions:

Settlement

SW-2024-0018 (AE):	Gave direction to prosecutor

Case Interview

SW-2025-0003 (JP):	Interviewed respondent; dismiss

Cases

INV11928 (EC):								Dismiss
INV11930 (PD):								Dismiss
SW-2024-0050 (JH):								Dismiss
SW-2024-0055 (TS):	Dismiss with advisory letter
	
Adjournment

At 12:37 p.m., a motion was made by Dr. Carrington, seconded by Ms. Kelley, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 12:37 p.m.

Approval

The above minutes were approved at the public meeting held on July 28, 2026.

[image: Brian Bialas signature]
____________________________________
Brian Bialas, Executive Director

List of Documents Used During the Public Meeting:

· Agenda for Meeting of June 23, 2026
· Public Meeting Minutes of May 26, 2026
· Executive Session Minutes of May 26, 2026
· LCSW Application of Nadine Nelson
· LCSW Application of Martha Amador
· LCSW Application of Janelle Namey
· Courtney Chapman, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 8th Quarterly Monitoring Report and Petition to Terminate Agreement
· Melina Freeman, Conditional Licensure Agreement, 2nd Quarterly Monitoring Report
· Tara Keefe, 2022-000297-IT-ENF and 2022-000338-IT-ENF, 4th Quarterly Monitoring Report and Petition to Terminate Probation
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