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STATE BOARD SUSPENDS LICENSE 

OF HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE CLEANUP PROFESSIONAL

FOR SUBSTANDARD WORK AT CONTAMINATED SITE IN MILLIS

BOSTON -- The Massachusetts Board of Registration of Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals has suspended the license of Jeffrey M. Hardin, whose office is located in Millis, for inferior work at a hazardous waste site in Millis.

Under the terms of an Administrative Consent Order, Mr. Hardin’s state license as a Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professional will be suspended by the Board for 91 days.  

Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals, who are also known as “Licensed Site Professionals” or “LSPs,” are licensed by the Board to oversee the assessment and cleanup of property in Massachusetts that has become contaminated with oil, gasoline, or other hazardous materials.  LSPs are hired by the property owners and others who are legally responsible for the contamination.  In the course of doing their oversight work, LSPs and their clients must submit written reports from time to time to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  These reports describe all analytical data collected and actions taken.  DEP audits a percentage of the reports submitted to provide a level of confidence that the work being done meets all state requirements.  These requirements ensure that cleanups at contaminated sites are protective of public health and the environment and that contamination that poses a significant risk is not left unaddressed.  DEP files complaints against LSPs with the Board when it finds that LSPs did not meet state requirements in conducting their assessment and cleanup activities at contaminated sites.  Any member of the public may also file a complaint.

After investigating a complaint filed by the DEP, the Board filed formal disciplinary charges asserting that Mr. Hardin failed to act with reasonable care and diligence in regard to work he performed at the Tresca Brothers Sand and Gravel, Inc. property, located at 66 Main Street, Millis.  

In 1990, chlorinated solvents were detected in two Medfield public water supply wells and several nearby private residential wells located in Millis.  In 1993, DEP informed the owners of the Tresca property that the owners needed to conduct additional investigation of their property to determine whether the property was a source of the contamination discovered in the Medfield public wells and the private residential wells.  From 1993 to 1999, Mr. Hardin and the property owners disagreed with DEP over the amount of additional investigation necessary on the property, and the property owners refused to conduct work requested by DEP. 

Contrary to advice provided by DEP, Mr. Hardin submitted a Downgradient Property Status (DPS) report to DEP in September 1999 on behalf of the property owners concluding that the source of the contamination found in the groundwater at the Tresca property was the former Engelhard manufacturing facility located approximately 4,000 feet to the north.  He also stated in this report that the former Engelhard property may be a source of the contamination in the Medfield public water supply wells and the private residential wells.  Mr. Hardin stated in his submittal that, because the source of the contamination at the Tresca property was from the former Engelhard facility, his clients should have no further responsibility to conduct further investigations.  DEP rejected Mr. Hardin’s submittal and filed a complaint against him with the Board.  

DEP also required that additional assessment activities be undertaken on the Tresca property and in the surrounding area to ensure the contamination was properly addressed.  Much of the additional groundwater assessment activities were eventually conducted by DEP.  Moreover, DEP required point-of-entry treatment systems to be placed on several private wells abutting the Tresca facility.
Among the formal charges filed by the Board against Mr. Hardin were that he failed to conduct adequate investigation and assessment on the Tresca property, failed to adequately demonstrate that the Tresca property was not a contributing source of the groundwater contamination found there, and failed to adequately investigate groundwater flow patterns in the area to substantiate his opinion that contamination was migrating to the Tresca site from an upgradient property.  The Board was particularly concerned about the limited investigation at the Tresca site and Mr. Hardin’s unsupported opinion that the contaminant source was from the Engelhard facility even though the highest concentrations of contaminants detected were on the Tresca property.  Furthermore, the location where these levels of contamination were present on the Tresca property was in close proximity to private residential drinking water wells. 


The Consent Agreement, which imposes a 91-day license suspension and requires Mr. Hardin to notify his current clients, resolves the Board’s formal disciplinary charges against Mr. Hardin.  While Mr. Hardin did not admit to any wrongdoing, he agreed in the Consent Order not to contest the Board’s findings.

Debra Stake, a member of the Board, stated: “By suspending Mr. Hardin’s license, the Board was protecting the public and the environment and upholding the Board’s professional conduct standards.”


The Massachusetts Board of Registration of Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Professionals works to maintain high standards of practice by LSPs.  It protects public health, welfare and the environment by establishing qualifications for licensure, administering a licensing exam, requiring that LSPs obtain continuing education, and investigating complaints against LSPs to ensure compliance with state laws, regulations, and the Board’s own rules of professional conduct.  Additional information about the Board, a list of LSPs, and other information about the state’s waste site cleanup program can be found at the Board’s Web site at http://www.mass.gov/lsp or by calling the number listed above.    
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