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DCR MISSION

To protect, promote and enhance our

common wealth of natural, cultural

and recreational resources

for the well-being of all.



DCR Core 

Principles



Meeting Logistics

During the meeting:

 Use chat feature – comments go to 
moderator

 Raise your hand using the Zoom 
function, and you will be given 
permissions to unmute and speak

After the meeting, through August 30th:

 DCR Public Comments​ 
https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-
comments 

Please note that this public meeting is being 
recorded; the recording will be a public recordEntrance to Brook Farm Historic  Site

and The Gardens Cemetery

https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments
https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments


Tonight’s Meeting

 RMP Requirements & Contents

 Brook Farm Historic Site

 Brook Farm Planning Context

 RMP Timeline

 Conceptual Design Timeline

 Your thoughts & comments

Wetlands along the Charles River



RMP Mandate

M.G.L. c. 21 § 2F: 

“The Commissioner of Conservation and Recreation shall submit 

management plans to the Stewardship Council…with respect to all 

reservations, parks, and forests under the management of the 

department…”



Required Elements

Said management plans shall:

 Include guidelines for operation and 
land stewardship;

 Provide for the protection and 
stewardship of natural and cultural 
resources; and

 Ensure consistency among 
recreation, resource protection, and 
sustainable forest management.

Archaeological Site



Required Elements (continued)

304 CMR 7.02 (Management Plans & 

Massachusetts Wildlands):

Management planning process shall 

produce:

 Description of unique resources;

 Discussion of land’s potential use;

 Land Stewardship Zoning analysis; 
and

 Action Recommendations

Hiking Trail



Resource Management Plans



RMP – Contents

 Introduction

 Park Identity 

 Defining Resources & Values

 Statements of Significance & 
Interpretive Theme

 Visitor Experience

 Threats & Opportunities

 Natural Resources

 Cultural Resources

 Recreation

 Climate Exposure & Impacts



RMP Contents (continued)
 Applied Land Stewardship Zoning 

(Land Stewardship Zoning Analysis)
 Consistency Review (Ensure consistency)

 Priority (Action) Recommendations



Brook Farm Historic Site



Brook Farm

Planning Context

GOALS

 Establish resource 
management framework

 Understand significance of the 
property and current conditions

 Identify opportunities to 
enhance visitor experience

PRODUCTS

 Resource Management Plan 

 Conceptual Design



Planning Context 

(continued)

 National Historic Landmark

 1841-1847 Transcendental Community

 1861 Civil War Training site (Camp 
Andrew)

 1870-1943 Lutheran Orphanage

 City of Boston Landmark

 History of Partnership with The 

Gardens Cemetery and with New Brook 

Farm 



Planning Context

(conclusion)

 Natural Setting

 Charles River floodplain

 Sawmill Brook with extensive wetlands

 Protected species and habitat

 Puddingstone outcrops

 Forested trail system with connections 

to DCR Charles River system, City of 

Boston parks, and beyond.



RMP Timeline

Activity Date

Internal Kickoff Meeting: DCR Staff & Contractor
(Ray Dunetz Landscape Architecture)

June

Site Visits July - August

DCR staff on-line survey July

Public Meeting 1 July 31

RMP Preparation August – November*

Public Meeting 2 & Review and Comment 

Period
January*

Presentation to Stewardship Council/vote March*

* Subject to Change



Conceptual Design Timeline

Activity Date

Internal Kickoff Meeting: DCR Staff & Contractor 
(Ray Dunetz Landscape Architecture)

June

Existing Conditions & Site Analysis Mapping July – August

Development of Conceptual Design October – January*

Public Meeting – Conceptual Design alternatives January*

Accessibility Review February – March*

Finalization of preferred plan February – March*

* Subject to Change



1. What Facilities attract you to this park?

2. What Natural Features attract you to this park?

3. What Activities do you enjoy at this park?

4. What, if anything, prevents you from fully enjoying your visit to this park?

5. What activities, facilities, or services would make you feel more welcome 

or more satisfied with your experience in this park?

6. What is the biggest challenge facing this park?

7. What makes this park special to you?

8. Any other information about this park that you think is important for us to 

know.

Please share your thoughts on topics 

such as:



Public Comment

General Guidelines

 Raise your virtual hand

 Please wait to be recognized by the moderator

 Please state your affiliation if speaking on behalf of a group.

 To assist us, please make comments in the context of what 

resources or issues DCR should address during the 

Resource Management Planning process.



Share your thoughts!

1. What Facilities attract you to this park?

2. What Natural Features attract you to this 

park?

3. What Activities do you enjoy at this park?

4. What, if anything, prevents you from fully 

enjoying your visit to this park?

5. What activities, facilities, or services would 

make you feel more welcome or more 

satisfied with your experience in this park?

6. What is the biggest challenge facing this 

park?

7. What makes this park special to you?

8. Any other information about this park that 

you think is important for us to know.



Additional Information

 Recording and tonight’s slide deck will be available at:

www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings

 If you wish to subscribe to a DCR general information or 
project-related listserv: contact DCR’s Office of 
Community Relations via email at mass.parks@mass.gov

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings
mailto:mass.parks@mass.gov


Submitting On-line

Comments

 Go to DCR Public Comments 

web page 

(https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr

-public-comments)

 Select Brook Farm RMP from 

the Topic Selection drop down

 Submit comments (2,000- 

character limit)

https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments
https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments


Thank you!


	Slide 1: Brook Farm Historic Site Resource Management Plan July 31, 2025
	Slide 2:  Commonwealth of Massachusetts
	Slide 3: DCR MISSION
	Slide 4: DCR Core Principles
	Slide 5: Meeting Logistics
	Slide 6: Tonight’s Meeting
	Slide 7: RMP Mandate
	Slide 8: Required Elements 
	Slide 9: Required Elements (continued)
	Slide 10: Resource Management Plans
	Slide 11: RMP – Contents
	Slide 12: RMP Contents (continued)
	Slide 13: Brook Farm Historic Site
	Slide 14: Brook Farm Planning Context
	Slide 15: Planning Context (continued)
	Slide 16: Planning Context (conclusion)
	Slide 17: RMP Timeline
	Slide 18: Conceptual Design Timeline
	Slide 19: Please share your thoughts on topics such as:
	Slide 20: Public Comment
	Slide 21: Share your thoughts!
	Slide 22: Additional Information
	Slide 23: Submitting On-line Comments
	Slide 24: Thank you!

