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Budding Pondweed
Potamogeton gemmiparus
(J.W. Robbins) J.W. Robbins ex Morong

State Status: None
Federal Status: None

DESCRIPTION: Budding Pondweed is a submersed
aquatic species with delicate leaves, floating under the
surface of lakes or slow-moving rivers in New England.
Pondweeds in general can be one to several feet in
length and vary quite a bit depending on growing
conditions, whether near the shore of a shallow lake or
in a slow moving stream. They often have two forms of
leaves, one under the surface and another type that floats
on the surface. Budding Pondweed has only the
submersed type of leaves. The leaves on Budding
Pondweed are widely spaced along the stem and are
extremely narrow, essentially threadlike, less than a
millimeter in width (about 1/32 of an inch). They can be
up to 6 cm (2 %2 inches) long. There is a significant
stipule where the leaf attaches to the stem. The stipule
acts like an extra leaf but is shorter. It wraps around both
the base of the leaf and the stem itself. Right at the
juncture of the base of the stipule is a small gland. The
apex of the leaf is acute (sharply pointed). The few
flowers are held on peduncles (flower stems) that are up
to 3.5 cm (1 2 inches) in length. Eventually, small single
seeded fruits are formed that are also quite small, more
or less round with a little beak on one end, and only
about 2.2 mm in diameter.

The species is also known as Potamogeton pusillus L.
subsp. gemmiparus (J.W. Robbins) Haynes & C.B.
Hellquist.

AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION: Budding Pondweed
looks almost identical to Tiny Pondweed (Potamogeton
pusillus) and was once considered part of this species. It
is also similar to Berchtold's Pondweed (Potamogeton
berchtoldii). The leaves on these two species are
generally a little wider than Budding Pondweed, up to
2.5 mm in width. In addition, they have 3-5 veins in the
leaf, whereas Budding Pondweed has only one vein. The
peduncles that hold the flowers tend to be shorter in
Budding Pondweed, up to 3.5 cm (1 %2 inches) in length
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whereas those of the other two species are up to 8 cm (3
inches) in length.

HABITAT: Budding Pondweed is found most often in
acidic or circumneutral waters of lakes and slow-moving
streams or rivers.

POPULATION STATUS IN MASSACHUSETTS:
Budding Pondweed is known from seven central
counties. Many of the records are older than 1980.
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RANGE: The range of Budding Pondweed is highly
restricted. It is considered a near endemic species in
New England. In other words, it is found in New
England and nowhere else in the world except in nearby
areas of Quebec.

THREATS: There are frequent demands for controlling
aquatic vegetation that involve the use of herbicides, the
use of which will most likely eliminate this species from
a body of water. The invasive Eurasian watermilfoil is in
part to blame for the growth of nuisance levels of aquatic
vegetation. Control of the spread of this non-native
invasive species is important.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Actions
that prevent invasive species from entering water bodies,
such as making sure to clean all boats and motors at boat
landings before moving to another lake, are very
important. Also important is following best management
practices on any activities that disturb the soil in the
watershed of a waterbody where this aquatic plant
occurs.
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