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WHEN REPLYING 

PLEASE QUOTE I.A.B. 

FILE NO. 

ATTENTION OF: 

Narch 1, 1963 

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 129 

TO:	 ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES, ALL SELF~INSURERS, WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSATION AGENTS OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE cor~ONWEALTH 
AIID COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO 
THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION LAW. (G.L. Chap. 152, AS 
AMENDED), AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED. 

IN RE:	 PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION FOR CERTAIN SPECIFIED 
INJURIES. 

Your attention i~ directed to Chapter 471, of the Acts of 
1962, effective November 1, 1962, a copy of which is enclosed. 

It will be noted that this legislation increases the number 
af weeks and the amount of payment in certain specified injuries 
under Section 36•. 

Insurers and others having like obligations under t.h~ Act 
ere directed to execute promptly agreements and to pay the :ompensation
required by Section 3b ~n those cases where liability 1S not ques­
tioned and in which compensation for the specified injuries provided 
fer in said Section 36 appears due an injured employee. 

In order to provide equally expeditious payment of compensation 
and effect a uniform determination of the amount of compensation 
payable under sub-sections (r) and (h), the Board has determined 
that equitable and. proper compensation payable under the provisions
of these sub-sections shall be as follows: 

Sub-section (r). Compensation for loss of fingers: 

(loss shall mean loss by amputation or total loss of use.) 

COMpensation for the loss of members of a hand shall be paid 
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according to the percentages as set forth in the en~los~d cl~gram5 

of the left and right hands wi th the amounts of ~oMpen3utiorl Da:rable. 

It shou ld be noted that where the los 8 iZlvolv€":= rrivre then ;jne 
finger, or parts thereof, that the compensetion payable therefor 
way be greater than the aggregate ccmpensation rOT' et;;!:~h incH vi.dual 
f~nger~ or parts thereof, it being con9idel'ed thdt 8 GGmb~.r..etlon of 
amputations or loss of use of fingers, or parts thereof'. may ~~on·· 

~titute a greater percentage loss of function of the hand D3 a 
werking hand. 

Sub-section (h). Disfigurement, 

For the loss by amputation of a hand, or finger, 0r p~rt3 

thereof, the Board is of the opinion that a proper and equitable 
compensation for such disfigurement should be paid in acccrdance 
with the enclosed schedule. This schedule shall apply to either 
hand. 

Where the loss is the distal joint, or a combin~ti~n of tne 
distal joints, the amount payable shall equal 50 per cent of that 
payable for the entire finger, or their combinations; and where the 
loss involves two joints the amount payable shall equal 90 per oent 
":)f the amount payable for the finger, or the comblnat1.ons of the 
fingers involved; except that in the case_of the losz of the diatal 
joint of the thumb, the amount paid shall be 20 weeks et $20.00 a 
week. 

Combinations not covered by the schedule shall be l.lst~d for 
determination by the Board, or a Member thereof, as heretofore, 
~nles9 parties agree as to the amount payable. 

Agreements for specific compensation executed by th~ parties 
shall be accompanied by pertinent medical reports. 

Any agreements.which parties may enter into for the.amctlnt 
of compensation under these sub-sections shall be subject to the 
approval of the Board. 

hn E. C,yyne 
Secretary 

JEC/ec 
ENCS. 



SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR DISFIGUREMENT ' 
FOR THE AMPUTATION OF A HAND, OR ITS FINGERS 

OR PARTS THEREOF 

The numerals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, shall designate respectively the 
following: 

1 - Thumb 
2 - Second or Index 
3 - Third or Middle
4 - Fourth or Ring
5 - Fifth or Little 

NO. OF TOTAL
WEEKS AMoONT 

1 HAND 150 !1nouu 

Fingers and Combinations 

2 1 5 125 
3 1 .Ots .-z1 

~
 
.01. 

-Ii r • 
6 .3 Il • 
7 1 2 .3 I • 

8 ~ 

9 2 5 • 
10 .3 
11 .3 
12 1 5 rc • 
13 2 ) . 
14


0, 

.3 • IS
 • 
L1 • • 

16 5 • .. 
17 • 18 l )18 ~aJ ,} 
19 5 1 I Ll 
20 
21 
22 5 

~G
 .3 
L1 LIJ 

2S 5 j 

26 • 
27 5 
28 I llUU 
29 1 '00 
30 
31 5 'bU 
32 !.lOU 
33 300 

Applicable to Injuries occurring 
on and atter November 1, 1962. 
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CHAPTER 47,!
 

AN	 ACT I NCREASIIII PAYMENTS FOR CERTAIN SPECIFIC INJURIES UNDER THE 
WORKMENvS COMPENSATION LAW" 

Be	 it enacted, etco, a8 fo110W8~ 

SECTION 10 Chapter 152 of the General Laws is 'hereby amended 
by strik1ng out sectlon 36 and inserting in place thereof' the 
following seotion:- Seotlon 360 In case ot the fol1oving speoified
injuries the sum ot twent7 dollars a week aball be pald, In addition 
to all other oompensatioD, for the follo~ns period.~­

{a) For the 10S8 b7 enucleation or otherwise, or the total 
10.4 o? use ot both e~e., a period ot flve hundred weeklo 

(b) For the reduction to twenty seventieths of normal vision 
in botn eyes, with gl.s••• , a period of five hundred we.k.o 

(e) For the reduction to twenty seventieths of normal Vi8ioB 
in one-eye, with gla8ses, a period of two hundred week80 

(d) For the 10S8 bl enucleation or otherwise, or the total 
10•• 07 use ot ODe ele, or tor injury to one ele which produc•• an 
inabili'ty which is not correotlble to use both Iyes together tor 
single binocular visioD, • period ot two hundred week80 

(e) For any pe~anent but partial reduotlon in either the 
aouity-or field ot vision ot either eye, such period of weeks in 
proportion to the period applicable in tn. event ot total lo.a, 
total loss ot use, o~ ~e reduotion to twenty •••eDti.ths ot Do~al 

noion of ODe or both e7•• all the partial reductS.OD bears to .uoh 
total 10i8, total 1018 ot use ~r reduction to twentl seventiethl 
ot normal nllono 

{!> For the losl of he~rlDI ot both ears, tour hundred weetlo 

<.> Por 'the loss ot hearing of one ear, one hundred ana 
titty weeks. 

(h) For bodily di.tisur~t:Dent the DUmber of weeks wbJ.'*;:
accordrnS to the dete~ination ot the lDdu.trial accident bo.~4, 
reviewing board or 8ingle member, i8 a proper aDd 8Qult._l~"­
pens.tlon, not to exceed two hundred and tW8Dt1 weeks, Wbf.. aU. 
ahall be payable in addition to all other WII. under thirf SWetion 
wherever the same shall be applicableo 

(i) For 108s of bodily functions or lense other thaD hearins 
and sight the number of weeks which, accordins to the determination 
of said board, reviewing board or single member, is ~ proper aDd 
eqUitable compensation, not to exceed one hundred and sev.Btl-tl.e 
WEll9kso 

(.J.) For 10as by severance of the right or major arm at the 
sho~lder, a period of two hundred and twenty-five weeks 0 
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(k) For loss by .dverance of the lett or m~ Ir arm at the
 
shouldel", a period of two hundred lfeekso
 

(1) For loss by severance of the right or major hand at the
 
wrist,-a period of one hundred and ~eventy-rlve we6k~o
 

em) For 1088 by .severance of the lett or minor hand at the
 
wriot,-a period of one hundred and fifty weekso
 

(n) For the 10s8 by severance of either leg at the hip, a
 
period-of two hundred weeks; for the loss by ~everance of both legs
 
at the hip, a period of five hundred weekso
 

{oj For the 10s8 by severance of either foot at any point
 
above the ankle joint, a period of one hundred and tifty weeks; for
 
the loss by severance of both feet at aD7 point above the ankle
 
joint, a period of three hundred and fitty weekso
 

(~) For such periods in the case of an arm or a leg, that if
 
either is amputated at or above the elbow or the knee it or they
 
shall be treated al 'thOUgh at the shculder 01' the hip; but if
 
amputated below the elbow or the knee ,. t or they shall be treated
 
as though at the ankle or the wristo
 

(g) If the member, whether leg, foot, arm or hand, is not lost 
by severance, but 1s so injured as tQ be permanently incapable ot 
UIS, tor the same num~er of weeks as though it were severed p pro~ 
Tided, however, that if the loss ot use is les8 than total, then for 
suoh period of weeks in proportion to che period applicable in the 
event of total loas of use of said leg, foot, arm or hand as the 
functional 10S8 beara to the total loss'o!' use ot such leg, foot, 
arm or hando 

(r) If the fingers, toes or other parts ot the hand or foot
 
have been severed or permanently rendered incapable of use, 8~ch
 
period of weeks in proportion to the period applicable in the event
 
ot total loss or total 10s8 of use of said hand or toot as the
 
functional loss arisins out of said severed 01' inutile part of laid
 
hand or toot bears to the total loss or 108S of use ot.the same.
 

(3) For 1018 b7 severance of both hands at the wrist, a period 
ot fo~r hundred veekso 

{t} For 108. by severance of both arms at the shoulder, a
 
period-ot tl~e hundred weekso
 

The weekly paymunts provided tor in this sectlon shall at the 
discretion ot the board or any member thereof be paid to the employee 
in a bulk sum. Nothlng in this section shall adversely atfect the 
employee ts right to any compensation which is or may become due 
under the provisions ot thls or any other section .. 

SECTION 20 This act shall take effect on November firat, 
.n',neteen hundred and sixty-two 0 

Approved May 21, 1962 
Effective November 1, 1962 

Publlc~tlon of this Document Apprvved by Alfred Holland, State
 
PUr'chazlng Agent - #1..
 


