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I.A.II. FILE NO. 

ATTENTION OF: 

August 29, 1972 

CIRCULAR lEl''IER NO. 195 

!Q.: ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES, ALL SELF-INSURERS, AND WORKMEN'S CCJ4PENSATION 
AGENl'S OF DEPARTMENrS OP '!BE CCI>1MONWEALTH AND COUNl'IES, CITIES, TOWNS, 
AND DISTRICTS SUBJECT TO 'mE WORKMEN'S ea-tPENSATION LAW (GENERAL LAWS, 
CHAPTER 152, AS AMENDED). 

Your atten1oion is invited to the amendments to Chapter 152 for the 1972 
Legislat:1ve ,.ear. Enclosed is a cow ot Chapters 188, 233, 374, 403, 727, 741, 
742, and 764. 

Please note the increase in the amounts due under sec1oion 36 (Chapter 
741) for inJuries which oocur on OJ' after November 1, 1972. 

Also, .please note the provisions ot Chapter 403 pertaining to physical 
examinations. ­

Lastly, ,.our atten1oion is directed to the provisions of Chapter 879 ot 
the Acts of 1971, which increases the rate of compensation under sec1oions 34, 
34A, and 35 from $77.00 to t80.00 per week tor inJuries which occur after 
November 1, 1972. 

Enclosures 
JJMllaDa 



aIAPlER188 

AN ArJr EXTENDIm 'lHE RIOBT '1'0 A REVIEWDO BOARD OR SDGIE MDmER OF 
'mE INIIJSTRIAL ACCIDENl' BOARD 'ro INCREASE CBRTAIN AWAROO '1'0 INJtJ1W) 
D4PL0YBES. 

Be it enaoted. eta.. as tollowsl 

Sea't1on 7E ot ohapter 152 ot the General Lava, inserted by sea't1oD 1 ot 
chapter 468 ot the aata ot 1968, is hereby amended by 1nBert.1.n& atter the word 
"board", in line 1, the WOrdsl-, reviev1ng board or single member. 

Approved April 20. 1972 
Etteo't1ve July 19, 1972 

C21APTER2" 

AN Aar Erl'ENDIlG '1HE AU'lHORITr OP 'DIE DIVISION OF INIXJS'mIAL 
ACCIIENTS Df 0BJ.'AlHIHJ DEPOSITIONS AND TBSTOONr OP DOCTOaB RESlDDG 
IN '1HE CCM40NWEA1J1B. 

Be it enaoted, eta.. as tollowsl 

The last parqraph ot seo't1on 5 ot chapter 152 ot the General Laws, added 
by chapter 882 ot the acta ot 1971, is hereby amended by :1naert1nl after the word 
"JD&1'", in line 2, the WOrdsl- order, or, - and by 1nsertins after the word "deposed", 
in line 11. the words1- or whose witDe8S is ordered to be deposed, 

Approved May 4, 1972 
Ettective Aupat 2, 1972 

aIAP'l!'.Il 114 

AM ACT lIOR1BER R!XJUlA1'DIl DfSURAHCE COVEIWlB tJNt1!:R '1HB WcmKMI!:N'S 
COMPENSA'l'ION aw. 

Be it enacted. eta.. as tollowsl 

SECTION 1. Paragraph (4) ot seotion 1 ot chapter 152 ot the General Laws 
is hereby I118nded b1 str1ld.ns out the th1rd parseraph, as DlDst reoentl7 amended by 
chapter 306 ot the aate ot 1960. and 1nBert.:1Dl in place thereot the tollow1.D& 
parqrap)ll­

'lbe promions ot this ohapter ahall remain eleotive as to emplo18rs ot 
seasonal or oasual or part.t:lme dDmestio serYanta. lor the purpose ot this 
parasraph. a part-Ume domestia serYant is one who works in the emp].07 ot the 
empl07er les8 than s1zteen hours per Wlek. 

SECTION 2, 58o't1on 54A ot 8aid ohapter 152, as _Dd.ed by chapter 215 ot 
the aota ot 1957, 18 hereby further _nded by str1ld.ns out the 8eoond sentenoe. 

SECTION,. 'lbe provisions ot seo't1on one ot chapter one hundred and titt1­
two ot the General Laws, as amended by seation one ot this aat, aDd the provi81ons 
ot seotion titt7-tour A ot said chapter one hundred and tittT-two, aa amended by 
seotion two ot this act, sball apply to insurance oontoraota entered into on and 
after the etteo'tift date ot this aot, 

Approved June 5, 1972 
Btteotive September " 1972 



CHAPl'ER 403 

AN ArJr REQ.UIRIm ..~SURERS TO GIVE AN ANNUAL FHY'SICAL EJ(A.·_.·lATION TO INJURED 
ENPLOYli:ES Il1RIHl 'tHEIR HOSPITALIZATION. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows. 

Section 30 of chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik.ing out 
the first sentence, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 233 ot the acts ot 1946, and 
inserting in place thereot the tollowing sentence:­

The insurer shall t\1rnish to an injured employee adequate and reasonable medical 
and hoapi tal services, and medicines it nseded, together with the expenses necessarily 
incidental to such services, and in the case ot an injured employee, a physical exami­
nation shall be given at leaet once a year while the employee is a resident in a hospital. 

Approved June 8, 1972 
Effective September 6, 1972 

tCHAP1'ER 727 

AN ArJr PROVlDIm FOR 'IHE APPOINIMENr OF FIVE TEMPORARY MEJtmEHS TO 'IHE
 
INWS'l'RlAL ACClDENr BOARD.
 

Whereas, The deterred operation of this act would tend to defeat ita purpose, 
whioh ia,in part, to enable the industrial aocident board to reduce its present backlog 
ot claims under the worlanen's compensation act and to insure that oompensation be paid 
when due, theretore it is declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the preservation 
of the Plblic oonvenience and welfare:­

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

Chapter 23 ot the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 15A 
the following section:­

Section 158. The industrial accident board, in addition to the members provided 
1'01' in seotion fi1'taen shall allo oonsist 01' five temporary members, one ot whom shall 
be a member of organized labor a1'fil1ated with the Mass, State Labor Council, AFL-CIO, 
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, to serve for a 
period of two years only, and shall reoeive salaries not exceeding eighteen thousand one 
hundred 'twenty-six dollars eaoh, as the governor and council shall determins. Said 
-temporary members shall have all the powers and duties of regular members ot the industrial 
acoident board. They shall devote their full t:1me dur1ns normal business hours to the 
duties of their offioe. No temporary member shall represent any person or party before 
the board for a period of six months following the end of his two-year term, 

A.pproved July 17, 1972 
Effective July 17, 1972 

CHAPTER 741 

AN ACT INCREASDD 'lEE PAYMENrS UNDER ;.rORKMEN'S C<:MPENSATION LAW FOR
 
SPECIPIC INJURIES. .
 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follows: 

SECTION 1, Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
seotion 36, !18 most reoently amended by chapter 584 01' the aots of 1966, and insertiJ1& 
in place thereof the follow1n& section.-

Seotion 36, In addition to all other compensation the employee shall be paid the 
sums hereafter designated for the following specified inJuries:­

(a) Pbr the loss by enuoleation or otherwise, or the total loss of use of ons 
eye, or tor inJury to ons eye whiCh produces an inability which is not correctible to 
use both eyes together for single binocular vision, or the reduction to twenty seventieths 
ot normal vision in one eye, with glasses, the sum of six thousand dollars, 

(b) Pbr the 108s by enuoleation or otherwise, or the total loss 01' use of both 
eyes, or the reduction to twenty seventieths of nonnal vision in both eyes, with glasses, 
the SUlD of fifteen thousand dollars. 



CHAP'lER 742.. 
AN Acrf FVR'lHER ~ 'LA.TIH:J 'DIE AIJoIINIS'lRATION OF CONFERf S AND HEARINGS 
HElD AND DECISIv..... RENDERED Br SDGLE MDmERS OF '1HE m ... .J'l'RIAL ACCIDENl' 
BOARD. 

Be 11; enacted, e1oo•• as tollows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by str1k1ng 
ou1; secUon 7, as DIOs1; recenUy 8IIIflnded by chapter 974 ot the acts ot 1971, and 
inserUng in place thereof the tollowing seoUonl-

SeoUon 7. It the insurer and the inJured employee ful to reach an 
&&r8emen1; in regard to oompensaUon, or it they have reached such an B&l'8emen1;, 
which has been signed and filed in accordance with this chaptsr, and compensaUon 
has been paid or is due in accordance therewith, and the parUea thereto then 
disagee as to the continuance ot any weekly paJD2ente, under such B&l'8emen1;, 
either party may noUty the division, which shall thereupon assign the case for 
conference by a member thereot, to be held no1; later than twanty-eigh1; days from 
the date such noUce was received by the division. SUch I118mber shall make such 
1nqu!r1es and inves1;1gaUons as he deems neoessary and shall have the power to 
require and receive reports ot 1njU1')", signed sta'tements of the elllPloyee and other 
witnesses, medical and hosp11;a1 reports and records, and suoh other oral and 
wr11;ten ma1;ter a8 shall enable him to determine whether cOlllP8naaUon under this 
ohapter is due. It the member determines, on such informaUon, tha1; compensaUon 
is due under this chapter, he shall forthwith file a wr11;ten order for such 
compe118aUon. It the member determines tha1; compe118aUon should be modified or 
terminated, he shall for'tbwith tile a wr11;ten order modityina or disconUmdng 
oompe118aUon. Any party agsrieved by an order fUed under this seoUon may within 
ten days from the tiling ot such an order reques1; the division to se1; the case for 
a hearins betore another member thereot. Upon the filing ot suoh reques1; the 
cba1rman shall sohedule a hearing to be held on a date no1; later than three months 
from the date the reques1; was tiled. Pending a decision rendered after such 
hear1n&, compensaUon" shall be paid, moditied or disoonUnued in aooordance with 
the order tiled under this seoUon. SUoh an order shall for all purposes be 
enforceable under secUon eleven; provided, however, tha1; in the even1; of a reques1; 
for a hear1n«, suoh order shall be enforoeable under said secUon eleven only unUl 
a decision has been rendered after such hearing. If, after such hearing, a deoision 
is rendered tha1; weekly payments made under the original order were no1; due, the 
s10ate 'treasurer shall reimburse the 1mIurer and the employee shall reimburse the 
s10ate treasurer for the amount. paid the insurer. If, after such hearing, a deoision 
is rendered ordering pa)'Jllen1; of compensaUon from the date on which a moditicaUon or 
discont1nuance of payments had been ordered, the employee shall be Paid the oompenaa­
Uon found due. The decision rendered atter a hearing shall be enforceable under 
sud seoUon eleven. 

SEmON 2. SeoUon 8 of sud chapter 152, as IIIOs1; recenUy amended by seoUon 
8 of chapter 611 of the ao1;& of 1961, is hereby 1Urther amended by st.r1k1ng ou1; the 
las1; sentenoe and inserUng1n plaoe thereof the following sentencel- The decision 
shall be enforceable under seoUon eleven. 

SECl'ION 3. Said chapter 152 is hereby f\1rther amended by s'trik1ng ou1; the 
secUon 8A, as IIIOs1; recenUy amended by secUon 1 of chapter 693 of the acts ot 1957, 
and i118ertiDI in plaoe thereof the following sect.ion:­

seoUon SA. A party who has by acc1den1;. mistake or through other reasonable 
cause, OIII11;ted to reques1; a hearing from an order rendered under secUon seven or to 
claim a review from a deo1sion rendered under seotion eigb1; within the 1;1me lim:1ted 
under seoUon ten may. within two years from the tiling ot such order or deoision 
with the division. peUUon the superior cour1o for the county in which the injury 
oocurred. or tor the coun'ty of SUffolk or the DW1ic1pal oour1i of the city ot Boston. 
it the injury ooeurred in SUffolk coun'ty. for leave to reques1; such hearing or claim 
such review, and the oour1; may gran1; such peUUon and peran1; such hearing to be 
requested or claim to be tiled it 11; finds tha1; Justice and equity require 11;, noi;­
withstanding tha1; a deoree has previously been rendered on such order or decision 
as provided in secUon eleven. 

SE(JfION 4. SeoUon 10 ot sud chapter 152. as mos1; recenU,. amended by 
chapter 546 of the ao1;& of 1947, is hereby further amended by st.r1k1ng ou:t the firs1; 
sentence and inserUng in plaoe thereof the following sentence1- If a olaim for 
review is tiled by eitb.er party within ten days t'rom the tiling of a decision 
rendered under secUon eigh1;. the reviewing board shall hear the parties, and may 
hear evidence in regard to perUnen1; ma1;ters and may revise the deois1on in whole or 
in par1;, or may refer the matter back to the member for further tindings ot tac1;. 
and shall tile 11;& decision with the records of the prooeedings and no1;ity the par1;ies. 


