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Deprartment of Ihdustint Hecidents

o 600 Weshinglorn Shcet

Pty Postor, Mass. 02117

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 260

OCTOBER 1, 1991

TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES )
FROM: DAVID SMITH, ACTING COMMISSIONER M
SUBJECT: COLA’S, REIMBURSEMENTS, MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM WEEKLY

COMPENSATION RATES

This Circular Letter should be used to determine all of the following:

(a) The maximum weekly benefits payable under G.L. ¢.152 (prior to the
application of any cost-of-living adjustment required under the
statute);

(b) The minimum compensation rates payable under §34 and §34A;

(c) The proper amounts of adjustments to compensation required under
§34B and §35F;

(d) The reimbursement amount payable to insurers for COLAs paid on
permanent and total or survivors’ benefits for injuries occurring on or
before October 1, 1986; and

(e) The reimbursement amount payable to insurers for COLAs paid on
permanent and total or survivors’ benefits for injuries occurring
.subsequent to October 1, 1986.

The average weekly wage in the Commonwealth determined under subsection
- (2) of §29 of Chapter 151A and promulgated by the Director of Employment
and Training is $515.52. Therefore, for injuries occurring on or after
October 1, 1991 the maximum unadjusted weekly incapacity compensation
may not exceed $515.52.

For recipients of permanent and total benefits under §34A, the minimum
weekly compensation rate is 20 percent of the average weekly wage or
$103.10 for injuries occurring on or after October 1, 1991.

For temporary and total benefits under §34, the new minimum weekly
benefit allowed is the employee’s average weekly wage before the injury
or $103.10, whichever is less. .



To calculate the adjustment under §34B* multiply the claimant’s
unadjusted weekly compensation by the ADJUSTED MULTIPLIER FOR TOTAL COMP
(the amount in the fifth column of the attached table) in the attached
table for the claimant’s year of injury. For the purpose of calculating
adjustments or reimbursements, the year of injury begins on October i1st
and ends on September 30th of each year. To be eligible for a COLA
under §31 or §34A the date of injury must have occurred at least two
years prior to this review date (October 1, 1991).

COLAs for.-persons receiving partial benefits under §35 are payable only
to those employees with an injury date of January 1, 1986 or later whose
injury occurred at least three years prior to this review date. To
calculate the adjustment under §35P+ multiply the claimant’s unadjusted
weekly compensation by the ADJUSTED MULTIPLIER FOR PARTIAL COMP (the
amount in the seventh column in the attached table) for the claimant’s

year of injury.

Insurers are entitled to quarterly reimbursements from the DIA Trust
Fund for certain supplemental benefits (cost-of-living adjustments).
When supplemental benefits are paid to permanently and totally disabled
recipients or survivors under §34A or §31 as outlined above, complete
reimbursement is made where the injury occurred on or before October 1,
1986. If the injury occurred after that date, the amount reimbursable
can be calculated by using the REIMBURSEMENT FACTOR (the amount in the
eighth column of the table). There are no reimbursements from the
Workers’ Compensation Trust Fund for adjustments to partial benefits
under §35F.

To apply for reimbursements under §34B(c) for cost-of-living adjustments
as calculated above, please complete the attached forms, and forward
them to the address given below.

Requests for reimbursements should be submitted at the close of each
quarter of the calendar year. Requests submitted during the first
calendar quarter of 1992 should be for reimbursements of moneys paid
during the last calendar quarter of 1991. Please note that, pursuant to
§34B(c), reimbursements will be denied to any insurer which has paia
supplemental benefits prior to 24 months from the recipient’s date of

injury.

{*If the claimant is receiving social security disability benefits the
adjusted compensation should be capped at the point where one more
dollar in such compensation would have the effect of reducing any social
security disability benefits the claimant is receiving. To determine
whether and how such a cap should be applied, please refer to the
Circular Letter dated October 22, 1986.)}

Additional forms may be obtained by written request form the Department
of Industrial Accidents, Office of Administration:

COLA Processing

DIA Office of Administration
P.O. Box 9104, Essex Station
Boston, MA 02112-9104



-

Department of Industrial Accidents

TABLE OF ADJUSTED MULTIPLIERS AND REIMBURSEMENT FACTORS FOR COMPUTING WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COLA’S AND REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNTS

YEAR SAWW ANNUAL CAPPED CHANGE  ADJ MULT! CAPPED CHANGE ADJ MULTIL REIMB FACTOR
CHANGE TOTAL COMP TOTAL COMP  PART COMP PART COMP s. 34B (c)
s.348 5.348 (a) 8.35F (2) 8.35F (2)
1938 $25.63 1.033554 1.033554 17.934821 x X x
1939 $26.49 0.996980 0.996980 17.352566 x x x
1940 $26.41 1.135555 1.100000 17.405130 x x x
1941 $29.99 1.183394 1.100000 15.822845 x x x
1942 $35.49 1.107354 1.100000 14.384405 x x x
1943 $39.30 1.042239 1.042239 13.076731 x x x
1944 $40.96 1.024902 1.024902 12.546766 X X X
1945 $41.98 1.054312 1.054312 12.261914 x x x
1946 $44.26 1.088793 1.088793 11.611287 x X x
1947 $48.19 1.076987 1.076987  10.664361 X x x
1948 $51.90 1.015029 1.015029 9.902034 X x H
1949 $52.68 1.058087 1.058087 9.755420 x x x
1950 $55.76 1.079656 1.079656 9.219670 X x x
1951 $60.18 1.041874 1.041874 8.539640 x X x
1952 $62.70 1.047049 1.047049 8.196420 x X 3
1953 $65.65 1.029551 1.029551 7.828112 x X X
1954 $67.59 1.046752 1.046752 7.603426 X X x
1955 $70.75 1.053993 1.053993 7.263824 x x X
1956 $74.57 1.042644 1.042644 6.891720 x X X
1957 $77.75 1.036785 1.036785 6.609846 X X x
1958 $80.61 1.051482 1.051482 6.375332 x x x
1959 $84.76 1.031619 1.031619 6.063185 x X X
1960 $87.44 1.032708 1.032708 5.877351 X x x
1961 $90.30 1.038427 1.038427 5.691202 x x x
1962 $93.77 1.030927 1.030927 5.480597 x X x
1963 $96.67 1.048412 1.048412 5.316184 X X x
1964  $101.35 1.033942 1.033942 5.070701 x b 3
1965  $104.79 1.044756 1.044756 4.904262 X X x
1966  $109.48 1.043478 1.043478 4.6946150 X X x
1967  $114.24 1.059874 1.059874 4.498560 3 X b
1968  $121.08 1.077222 1.077222 4.244430 x x X
1969  $130.43 1.004523 1.004523 3.940164 X x X
1970 $131.02 1.063807 1.063807 3922621 x x x
1971 $139.38 1.073612 1.073612 3.687154 X X x
1972 $149.64 1.039628 1.039628 3.434346 x x X
1973 $155.57 1.052902 1.052902 3.303436 X x X
1974  $163.80 1.067033 1.067033 3.137458 X x x
1975 $174.78 1.069058 1.069058 2.940357 x X 3
1976  $186.85 1.066685 1.066685 2.750418 x X H
1977 $199.31 1.060509 1.060509 2.578473 X X x
1978  $211.37 1.075413 1.075413 2.431355 X X x
1979  sa27.:1 1.079935 1.079935 2.260858 X x X
1980  $245.48 1.099601 1.099601 2.093513 x X X
1981 $269.93 1.103434 1.100000 1.903885 X X x
1982  $297.85 1.075340 1.075340 1.730804 x X X
1983 $320.29 1.064847 1.064847 1.609541 x x X
1984  $341.06 1.056999 1.056999 1.511523 x x x
1985  $360.50 1.06399% 1.0639%4 1.430014 1.050000 1.319586 0.089918
1986  $383.57 1.071512 1.071512 1.344005 1.050000 1.256748 0.067723
1987  $411.00 1.080779 1.080779 1.254307  1.050000 1.196903 0.038800
1988  $444.20 1.068145 1.068145 1.160558 1.050000 1.139908 0.002933
1989  $474.47 1.033933 1.033933 1.086518 1.033930 1.085627 0.000000
1990  $490.57 1.050859 1.050859 1.050859 1.050000 1.050000 0.000859

1991 $515.52 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 0.000000
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.artment of Industrial Accidents

TABLE OF ADJUSTED MULTIPLIERS AND REIMBURSEMENT FACTORS FOR COMPUTING WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COLA’S AND REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNTS

YEAR SAWW ANNUAL CAPPED CHANGE ADJ MULTI CAPPED CHANGE ADJ MULTI REIMB FACTOR
CHANGE TOTAL COMP TOTAL COMP  PART COMP PART COMP s. 34B (c)
s.348 s.34B (a) s.35F (2) s.35F (2)
1938 $25.63 1.033554 1.033554 17.934821 x x x
1939 $26.49 0.996980 0.996980 17.352566 x X X
1940 $26.41 1.135555 1.100000 17.405130 X x X
1941 $29.99 1.183394 1.100000 15.822845 X X x
1942 $35.49 1.107354 1.100000 14.384405 x x x
1943 $39.30 1.042239 1.042239 13.076731 b 3 X X
1944 $40.96 1.024902 1.024902 12.546766 X x x
1945 $41.98 1.054312 1.054312 12.241914 x x x
1946 $44.26 1.088793 1.088793 11.611287 x X X
1947 $48.19 1.076987 1.076987 10.664361 x X X
1948 $51.90 1.015029 1.015029 9.902034 x x x
1949 $52.68 1.058087 1.058087 9.755420 x x x
1950 $55.74 1.079656 1.079656 9.219870 x X x
1951 $60.18 1.041874 1.041874 8.539640 X x X
1952 $62.70 1.047049 1.047049 8.196420 X x X
1953 $65.65 1.029551 1.029551 7.828112 x x X
1954 $67.59 1.046752 1.046752 7.603426 X x X
1955 $70.75 1.053993 1.053993 7.263824 x x X
1956 $74.57 1.042644 1.042644 6.891720 x x X
1957 $77.75 1.036785 1.036785 6.609846 X X X
1958 $80.61 1.051482 1.051482 6.375332 X X x
9 $84.76 1.031619 1.031619 6.063185 X X X
0 $87.44 1.032708 1.032708 5.877351 x x X
1961 $90.30 1.038427 1.038427 5.691202 x x 3
1962 $93.77 1.030927 1.030927 5.480597 X x x
1963 $96.67 1.048412 1.048412 5.316184 x x X
1964 $101.35 1.033942 1.033942 5.070701 x X x
1965 $104.79 1.044756 1.044756 4.904242 X X x
1966 $109.48 1.043478 1.043478 4.694150 x X x
1967 $114.24 1.059874 1.059874 4.498560 X X X
1968 $121.08 1.077222 1.077222 §.244430 x X x
1969 $130.43 1.004523 1.004523 3.940164 x x x
1970 $131.02 1.063807 1.063807 3.922421 X X x
1971 $139.38 1.073612 1.073612 3.687154 X X X
1972 $149.64 1.039628 1.039628 3.434346 X X X
1973 $155.57 1.052902 1.052902 3.303436 X X x
1974 $163.80 1.067033 1.0567033 3.137458 X x x
1975 $174.78 1.069058 1.069058 2.940357 x X X
1976 $186.85 1.066685 1.066685 2.750418 x X b3
1977 $199.31 1.060509 1.060509 . 2.578473 X x x
1978 $211.37 1.075413 1.075413 2.431355 x X X
1979 $227.31 1.079935 1.079935 2.260858 x x x
1980 $245.48 1.099601 1.099601 2.093513 3 X x
1981 $269.93 1.103434 1.100000 1.903885 x x X
1982 $297.85 1.075340 1.075340 1.730804 X x X
1983 $320.29 1.064847 1.064847 1.609541 x x x
1984 $341.06 1.056999 1.056999 1.511523 x X X
1985 $360.50 1.063994 1.063994 1.430014 1.050000 1.319586 0.110428
1986 $383.57 1.071512 1.071512 1.344005 1.050000 1.256748 0.087257
1987 $411.00 1.080779 1.080779 1.254307 1.050000 1.196903 0.057403
1088 $444.20 1.068145 1.068145 1.160558 1.050000 1.139908 0.020650
? $474 .47 1.033933 1.033933 1.086518 1.033930 1.085627 0.000891
90 $490.57 1.050859 1.050859 1.050859 1.050000 1.050000 0.000859

1991 $515.52 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 1.000000 0.000000



