DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL

SEVEN HILLS FOUNDATION – WORCESTER, MA

MARCH 18, 2011

M I N U T E S           
PARTICIPANTS: Christine Shane (Chair), Maria Freccero (Vice Chair), Maria Damiano (Secretary), Judi Rodger, Lisa Ching, Hank Paszko, Ron Asbornson, Douglas Russell, Jr.

GUESTS & STAFF: Cathe Carpenter, Pat Campbell, Bob Freccero, Ericka Travinski, Laura Clements, Paul Antonellis, Tom Mecier, Jeff McAuslin, Ralph Edwards (OCL)

SAC Chair Christine Shane called to meeting to order at 9:10 a m.

The death of Wolf Wolfensberger was noted.  His contributions to the disability field were highlighted as well as his impact on individuals in Massachusetts.

The February minutes were approved with corrections.

Christine announced that a conference call with Commissioner Howe will be held Tuesday, March 22nd, 7 p m, regarding the planned new department for improving the Commonwealth’s services for children and families.
Central / West Region will host a forum on Self-Determination; Keith Jones to speak. Hank will send information.

Douglas will participate in a video being done by Margaret Van Gelder on employment.

Lisa reported that Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC) received the AGA certificate.

Cathe Carpenter reported that the Central Middlesex CAB had more than 85 individuals to participate in its legislative advocacy event, including 8 legislators and 2 aides.  Some of the “best practices” that promoted that level of attendance are:

· Signing up for legislators’’ newsletter 
· Inviting them to events

· Getting to know their aides

· Visiting legislators in district; attending events

· Working on campaigns
Pat Campbell met with Representative Wong and discussed advisory boards and disability issues.  He was receptive.
Maria Freccero thanked everyone for the continued legislative advocacy.  She noted the importance of feedback on the activities so that clarifying information can be provided to the legislator, as needed; legislators with limited contact can be identified; and advocacy and education strategies can be better coordinated.
ACTION: A legislative contact update will be compiled at each SAC meeting based on member reports of interaction.  A report form was sent to advisory boards earlier.

Christine noted that the theme for the SAC/DDS State House Celebration, Celebrating Our Contributions to Our Community”, will highlight the many ways that individuals with disability enrich their community.  Individuals and organizations from across the Commonwealth will be acknowledged.  Commissioner Howe will also announce the 2011 recipient of the Gunnar Dybway Leadership Award.

Maria will coordinate SAC refreshments for the SAC/DDS State House Celebration on April 11th.  All members are encouraged to participate.

Christine introduced the speakers on Assistive Technology, Paul Antonellis, Tom Mercier, and Jeff McAuslin.  She noted that technological improvements change the nature of the physical, cognitive or communication challenges.  Many individuals are able to participate more fully in their community as a result of assistive technology.
Paul and Tom described the Department’s assistive technology program based at Hogan.  Equipment is modified to enable individuals to better interact with their environment.  Modifications include seating and wheelchairs, tables, recreational equipment as well as home safety.  The work is personalized and using materials found in the marketplace.

Jeff focused on the augmented communication devices designed and distributed by Easter Seals Massachusetts. Individuals are primarily referred by Mass Rehab and schools. Materials on the Massachusetts Assistive Technology Loan Program were distributed.  Low interest loans are available to Massachusetts residents with a disability to purchase technology they need to live more independently.
There is no April meeting in light of the SAC/DDS State House Celebration.  The May 20th meeting will be held at Seven Hills in Worcester.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p m.

