Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission
95 Fourth Street, Suite 3

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150-2358

Jean M. Lorizio, Esq.

Chairman

DECISION
CHAZUMBA LLC D/B/A FELIPE’S TAQUERIA
21 BRATTLE STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138

LICENSE#: 000429-RS-0166
VIOLATION DATE: 3/26/2021
HEARD: 1/18/2022

Chazumba LLC d/b/a Felipe’s Taqueria (the “Licensee™) holds an alcohol license issued pursuant
to M.G.L. c. 138, § 12. The Alcoholic Beverages Control - Commission (“ABCC” or
“Commission”) held a remote hearing via Microsoft Teams on Tuesday, January 18, 2022,
regarding an alleged violation of 204 CMR 2.05 (2) Permitting an Illegality on the Licensed
Premises, to wit: M.G.L. Ch. 138, § 34C Possession of an alcoholic beverage by a person under
twenty-one years of age (4 Counts). Prior to the commencement of the hearing, the Licensee
stipulated to the facts alleged in Investigator Temple’s Report.

The following documents are in evidence:

b\

Investigator Temple’s Violation Report;

ABCC Form 43, License Transfer Application Approval 3/23/2015;
Photocopies of Fraudulent Identifications Confiscated and a Receipt;
Licensee Stipulation of Facts.

There is one (1) audio recording of this hearing.

1.

FINDINGS OF FACT

On Friday, March 26, 2021, at approximately 10:00 p.m., Investigators Carey, Smith,
Guarino-Wilichoski, and - Temple (“Investigators”), conducted an inspection of the
business operation of Chazumba LLC d/b/a Felipe’s Taqueria to determine the manner in
which its business was being conducted.

While outside the licensed premises, Investigators observed a group of four youthful
appearing female individuals in possession of alcoholic beverages. The four patrons were
seated on the patio to the left side of the premises entrance. Investigators identified
themselves and asked to see proof of legal age.

. Underage #1, actual date of birth 3/16/2001 (age 20), informed Investigators she was in

possession of a Margarita mixed drink. She provided to Investigators a fraudulent
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Connecticut driver’s license in her own name with a different birth date, which she used to
purchase the alcoholic beverage.

Underage #2, actual date of birth 5/17/2001 (age 19), informed Investigators she was in
possession of a Margarita mixed drink. She provided to Investigators a fraudulent
Connecticut driver’s license in her own name with a different birth date, which she used to -
purchase the alcoholic beverage.

Underage #3, actual date of birth 11/09/2000 (age 20), informed Investigators she was in
possession of a House Rox mixed drink. She provided to Investigators a fraudulent
Massachusetts driver’s license in her own name with a different birth date, which she used
to purchase the alcoholic beverage. Investigators observed that Underage #3 appeared to
be the most youthful looking person in the group. As such, Investigators believed it was
not reasonable for the Licensee to rely on the fraudulent identification she presented.

Underage #4, actual date of birth 5/29/2001 (age 19), informed Investigators she was in
possession of a strawberry Mojito mixed drink. She provided to Investigators a fraudulent
Connecticut driver’s license in her own name with a different birth date, which she used to
purchase the alcoholic beverage.

The four underage individuals identified their server to the Investigators. Investigators
spoke to the server who informed them he had requested identification from the four female
individuals. He confirmed the identifications confiscated by’ Investigators were the same
identifications presented to him by these individuals. '

Investigators asked the server for a copy of the receipt for this table of four individuals.

Investigators then spoke to the bar manager, doorman, and one of the owners. Investigators
showed the confiscated fraudulent identifications to the doorman and the bar manager.
Both persons immediately stated they could tell the licenses were fake.

Investigators advised the owner of the violations and that a report would be filed with the
Chief Investigator for further review.

Thomas Brush, Licensee, appeared at the Commission hearing. The Commission was
informed the Licensee’s age verification policy had been redrafted, printed, and posted in
the employee area the day after the Investigators® visit. The policy directs that out of state
identification will only be accepted if the patron produces a passport or other official
federally issued backup. The bartender who served the three underage patrons has been
terminated. The Licensee has aggressively retrained bar staff and management to request
identification and to only accept an out of state identification with the required federally
issued back-up.

The Licensee has held a license under M.G.L. c. 138, § 12 since 2015 with no prior
violations.




CONCLUSION

Based on the evidence, the Commission finds the Licensee violated 204 CMR 2.05 (2) Permitting
an Illegality on the Licensed Premises, to wit: M.G.L. Ch. 138, § 34C Possession of an alcoholic
beverage by a person under twenty-one years of age (4 Counts). - Therefore, the Commission
suspends the license for a period of 5 days which are hereby deemed served.
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You have the right to appeal this decision to the Superior Courts under the provisions of Chapter
30A of the Massachusetts General Laws within thirty (30) days of receipt of this decision.
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