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CAPE COD & ISLANDS COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER

CITIZEN’S ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

	PRESENT: Alan Burt, Lewis Klebanoff, Marjorie Mason, Kim Nahas, Debra Demuth, Nadine McCall
	DATE:
	3/1/22
	TIME:
	1:00 pm

	Cassandra Hobgood, Bill Holcombe, Richard Palingo, Lisa Jones, Kyle Chaplic, Stephanie Delande, Jackie Lane, Carrie Sullivan, Cindy Glista
Daniel Richard – Special Presentation on Section 35 process 
	MEETING PLACE:
	WebEx

	RECORDER: 
	NEXT MEETING: 

	TOPIC/
AGENDA
	FINDINGS/DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS/
ACTIONS
	FOLLOW-UP

	Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
	Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.  Meeting minutes from the February 1st meeting were reviewed. Motion was made to approve the minutes, seconded and all were in favor. 
	Minutes will be sent to DMH website for posting
	Olivia S.

	Old Business
	A. CAB application forms for new members was sent out 
B. Cape & Islands Brochure; Alan and Olivia to review? Updates needed
C. Harbor Homes Update: Looking to replace Karen Tewhey who is stepping down. Have an applicant who is willing to move to the Vineyard. Applied for $300K from Dylan Fernandez and has been approved for the Women’s house. Two other grant requests for procuring a permanent shelter and other needs. Two new board members who are connected to social justice work, The Cottagers, who donated $15k
	
	

	Section 35 Presentation
	Daniel Richard, Forensic Specialist for DMH

Sec 35 is an involuntary commitment related to drugs/alcohol (comparable to section 12 for mental health)

Police office (typically for homeless population), physician, guardian, blood relative, spouse can petition for a 35. Nurse Practioners cannot be a petitioner, if it is from a hospital the ER doctor must do it. Some courts will allow others. You can no longer self-petition for a section 35, probation officer in arraignment must do it
	
	

	New Business
	A. Update on a meeting Alan had with Buddy Baker-Smith and Bruce Bird, CEO of Vinfen. Bruce is confirmed to be stepping down from Vinfen.
B. Questions, concerns, information from CAB members – members would like to begin meeting in person, will try to coordinate a hybrid meeting for April.
	
	

	Director’s Report
	A. Status of Safe Haven Program; must be a DMH client can submit an application for someone who is willing to accept services. Most likely will open in May following a build-out
B. Uptick in youth suicides on Cape, working closely with youth services and outreach to provide families with information, support and resources. 
C. Race Equity and Inclusion weekly challenge from the YWCA regarding racial and social justice matters for DMH staff and time is set aside to meet and discuss the weekly topic. 

D. Moving towards a census of 14 on the IPU and looking to see how the number can be increased to full capacity of 16 with Covid measures in place 
	
	


	Area Board Report
	· Alan called Jackie Lane with hopes of bringing her back on board. AB suggested that our board think about joining NAMI about a community forum to discuss mutual concerns about the service delivery system of human services on the cape.  Perhaps also getting media coverage.
· Town of Barnstable is getting 58 million dollars we should get 25 million for builders to build affordable housing. American rescue plan act.
· MV reported that Community services backed out of Bay Cove Contract for 24/7 crisis response. Deb is talking with MBHP providers.
· Safe Haven 7 bed program to open up in March or April FHR.
· Cape Psych Center has complained to DPPC disabled persons protection committee on vin fen lack of services.
· Alan said that the Area Board plans to work with the Mass Association of Mental Health and Senator CYR on how best to advocate for higher wages for the mental health workers in the various DMH and vendor programs as the percentage of unfilled staff positions is very concerning and poor wages seems the reason for this.

	
	

	ADJOURNMET/
NEXT MEETING
	Date of next meeting: 
4/5/22
	
	


