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September 16, 2025


Dear Board of Allied Mental Health and Human Services Professions:
As a licensed independent clinical social worker and a member of the Board of Registration of Social Workers, I was relieved when emergency regulations were promulgated codifying important protections under the Sheild Law. Now that the legislature has acted again to extend these protections to other licensed mental health practitioners, it would be a shame to miss the opportunity to codify the
protections for any licensee that engages in reproductive services and/or gender affirming care. Therefore, I present the following proposed amendments for consideration.
The following language should be added to 262 CMR 8.02: Ethical Codes and Standards of Conduct:
(this language applies to all licensees)
(6) Notwithstanding the grounds for discipline specified in 262 CMR 8.00, no licensee shall be subject to discipline for providing or assisting in providing reproductive health care services or gender-affirming health care services, as defined at M.G.L. c. 12, § 11I½, or for any conviction, judgment, discipline, or other sanction arising from such health care services, so long as the
services provided would have been lawful in Massachusetts and are consistent with standards for good professional practice in Massachusetts.
The following new section should be added to 262 CMR 2.00 Requirements for Licensure as a Mental Health Counselor:
2.09: Legally Protected Health Care Activity (also add to Table of Contents)
No person shall be denied initial licensure or denied renewal due to any complaint, criminal charge conviction, judgment, discipline, or other sanction due to providing or assisting in
providing reproductive health care services or gender-affirming health care services, as defined at
M.G.L. c. 12, § 11I½ , so long as the services provided would have been lawful in Massachusetts and are consistent with standards for good professional practice in Massachusetts.

The following new section should be added to 262 CMR 3.00 Requirements for Licensure as a Marriage and Family Therapist

[image: ]3.05: Legally Protected Health Care Activity (also add to Table of Contents)
No person shall be denied initial licensure or denied renewal due to any complaint, criminal charge conviction, judgment, discipline, or other sanction due to providing or assisting in
providing reproductive health care services or gender-affirming health care services, as defined at
M.G.L. c. 12, § 11I½ , so long as the services provided would have been lawful in Massachusetts and are consistent with standards for good professional practice in Massachusetts.
Sincerely,


Charlene Zuffante, LICSW
34 Whitman Street
Stow, MA 01775-1309
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