Water-Smart Program for Lead in Drinking Water
at Schools and Early Education and Childcare Facilities

(
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Summary of the Event
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection- Drinking Water Program’s (MassDEP-DWP) — Water Smart™* Program hosted a
seminar in conjunction with the city of Chelsea and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) to raise awareness about lead
exposure. It was held on September 24th from 6-8 PM at the Williams Jr. High School and a total of 54 participants attended, including childcare
providers, education professionals, Chelsea officials, nonprofit organizations, DPH staff, and MassDEP staff.
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Figure 1. Left to right first row Gufran Bulbul (MassDEP), Parker Honey (DPH), Jessica Burkhamer (DPH), Alex Smith-Lin (UMass), Marcela Rojas (UMass), Brandy Litt (DPH), Ana Rodriguez (Cozy Cave childcare
owner), Xochitl Perez (MassDEP), Flor Amaya (City of Chelsea), Marian Berkowitz (UMass), Barbara Espinosa (GreenRoots), Jessica Sibirski (MassDEP), Tania Perez (Nurtury), Mayra Rosado (Nurtury), Jorman
Mota (City of Chelsea), Amy Izen (Early Childhood Initiative), Monica Elias-Orellana (GreenRoots), Shedlove Joseph (translator). Second row Right to left: Fran Roznowski (Retired Teacher), Nishaila Porter
(MassDEP), Vanessa Guardado (MAPC), Kiera Alventosa (Clean Water Action), Bernabe Rodriguez (City of Chelsea), Isaac Smith (City of Chelsea ), and Michael Celona (MassDEP).

The program covered a range of topics, including lead
exposure in drinking water, the free lead testing Water-
Smart Program, the Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention Program, the Choose Safe Places for Early

To ensure accessibility for Spanish-speaking attendees,
GreenRoots provided translation equipment
(headphones and microphones), while the City of
Chelsea supplied a trained interpreter (Figure 4).

Care and Education Program, the Service Line Inventory,
and the Lead Service Replacement Program in Chelsea
(Figure 2 and 3).

Figure 3. Isaac Smith and Jorman Mota from the Chelsea Water

& Sewer Department presenting the Lead Service Replacement Figure 4. Barbara Espinosa and Monica Elias-Orellana from

program. GreenRoots providing translation equipment to Spanish-speaking
participants.

Figure 2. Jessica Burkhamer from DPH presenting the Choose
Safe Places Program.

Deneen Simpson, MassDEP Director of Environmental Justice,
successfully secured the necessary funding to provide meals for
attendees (Figure 5). In addition to the training materials, each
participant received a certificate of attendance from MassDEP- ,
DWP, which can be applied towards the Department of Early Figure 5. Participants eating meals provided by the MassDEP Environmental
Education and Care (DEEC) annual training requirement for ’ustice Program

childcare providers (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Certificate of
attendance provided to each
participant at the end of the
event.

*Formerly the Expanded Assistance Program for Lead in School Drinking Water. Water-Smart is funded through the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act and MassDEP.


https://www.mass.gov/water-smart
https://www.mass.gov/water-smart
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/childhood-lead-poisoning-prevention-program
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/childhood-lead-poisoning-prevention-program
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/choose-safe-places-a-resource-for-early-childhood-educators
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/choose-safe-places-a-resource-for-early-childhood-educators
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lcrr-service-line-inventories-an-infographic/download
https://www.chelseama.gov/departments/water___sewer/wsd_programs___systems/lead_service_replacement_program.php

Our Collaborators

The City of Chelsea was identified as a High-Risk Community in the 2022 Annual Childhood Lead Poisoning Surveillance Report as well is categorized as a disadvantaged
community (Tier 3) with an Environmental Justice (EJ) population. In an effort to protect children’s health, Flor M. Amaya Lopez, Chelsea’s Director of Public Health assembled
a diverse group of collaborators (Figure 7) to assist the community. This coalition includes representatives from nonprofit organizations such as Early Childhood Initiative,
GreenRoots, Clean Water Action as well as key players in childcare systems: Tania Perez and Mayra Rosado from Nurtury, Darling Ortiz and Rosalina Pinto from Clarendon and
Claudia Vega from Child Development and Education. Chelsea resident Fran Roznowski is also contributing to this collaborative effort. Together, this group is dedicated to
reaching out to and educating the community about the childrens health (Figure 7 and 9). After the seminar, a children's book was distributed to raise awareness about lead

exposure in the environment (Figure 8).
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Ei 7 Monica Elias-Orell G Roots). Flor A Cit Chel Figure 8. Children book “Happy, Healthy,
igure 7. Monica Elias-Orellana (GreenRoots), Flor Amaya (City of Chelsea), Lead-Free Me! ” distributed at the seminar. Figure 9. Claudia Vega and Ana Rodriguez, childcare owners, sharing

Bernabe Rodriguez (City of Chelsea), Karl Allen (City of Chelsea), Barbara their experiences barticioating in the Water-Smart Proaram
Espinosa (GreenRoots), and Tania Perez (Nurtury). p p pating gram.

Water-Smart Program and Future Work in Chelsea
Thi
Since 1988, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Drinking Water Program (DWP) has Slesal Of

taken a proactive stance in addressing and eliminating lead in school drinking water. The Water-Smart Program is a I
voluntary program for public and private schools and licensed early education and care facilities that offers technical al ppro"a
assistance with lead in drinking water outreach and education, water testing, and support for remediation actions. Upon is yours when you
completion of the program, facilities are provided with a certificate of completion to display. test for lead. 5
'\' A 2 - D— ' —— _—‘ g -
Free Information Session: cean
ree Information Session: 4, CLEan
Lead in Drinking Water]  esjén Informativa Gratuita A Shean
Did you know that lead in drinking water is h Plomo en elAgua del Grifo 9 FUND
particularly for young children and pregnani , . o
Jonusto leamabeutlead inwaterand pipes i Chese: 20t s embaratadas?
everyday actions you can take to protect your family's h Apr:ndersobrepel plomo enel a:u: y lastu:en'as en ]Chelsea. ;Aprendesob‘re
reduceyourexposure to lead! las acciones que puedes tomar para proteger la salud de tu familiay reducir tu
This presentation will be given in both Spanish and Engl exposicién al plomol
When: October23rd, 2024, 6 pm-8pm Esta presentacion se realizard tanto en espaiol como en inglés.
Where: Chelsea Public Library in the Auditorium Cuéndo: 23 de octubre de 2024, de 6:00 p. m. a 8:00 p. m
roadway, Chelsea, 6nde: Biblioteca Piblica de Chelsea en el Auditorio
In this sjssss::n, we w;lfalk abo:: o o ?s?s:oad;a;},lch;secal?w:a OZISOIA " ﬁe-
« Whatis lead and how does it ge.t in.to m.y_v@ter? 4 Enlazt::se:::rl!;;;bylacger;‘r:)olie:;b;le;gum n
’ i‘;‘;:;?é‘;ﬁ?;‘?;i{"”'se”"e“"e‘"“ * ( - iCémo puedes reemplazartulinea de senicio, N
) si estd hecha de plomo, de forma gratuita?
* How can you protect your family? - ;Cémo puedes protegera tu familia? ’\
ndudess Incluye: ‘
« Iree relreshments « Refrescos gratis
+ Free Water Filter Giveaway for parents with childrenu ;egalo deﬁs de agua gratis para padres con nifios menores de 6 afios!
P RSVP to kalventosa@cleanwater.org tosignup fora . peyp g kalventosa@cleanwater.org para inscribirse y recibir un filtro
de agua gratuito
2.8
fa‘ .
.. l - / x G \ B This event is sponsored by Clean Water Fu Este evento estd patrocinado por Clean Water Fund.
o - o ' ' Figure 11. Flyer available in both English and Spanish for the

Figure 10. Jessica Sibirski (MassDEP) presenting the Water-Smart Program and the Service Line Inventory. free informational session: "Lead in Drinking Water."

Following this seminar, the Water-Smart Program will continue collaborating with Chelsea partners to encourage all childcare facilities in the city to participate in lead testing. The
goal is to ensure that any facilities with lead concentrations above the laboratory analytical testing limit of 1 part per billion (ppb or pg/L) take the necessary remediation actions
based on program recommendations. So far, 30% (11) of the Family-Based Child Care centers in Chelsea have agreed to participate in the program, and 19% have already completed
the testing. Additionally, to engage and educate parents and the Chelsea community, Clean Water Action, in collaboration with the City of Chelsea, will host a free information
session on October 23 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Chelsea Public Library (Figure 11). The session will focus on lead in drinking water, including ways residents can assist the Chelsea
Water & Sewer Department in completing their lead service inventories. Participants will also learn about the benefits their childcare facilities can gain by joining the Water-Smart
Program. The event will feature free refreshments and complimentary water filters for attendees. For more information email Kiera Alventosa: kalventosa@cleanwater.org

More information:
e  Water-Smart Story Map: https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c8f635cf3a4b443998245f6045b4c013

e Water-Smart Webpage: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/technical-assistance-for-lead-in-school-and-child-care-center-drinking-water

e Lead and Copper in School Drinking Water Results: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/search/leadandcopper
e MassDEP Drinking Water Program: program.director-dwp@mass.gov Subject: Lead in Schools Drinking Water or 617-292-2770 or UMass-DEP LCCA-Program: |ccadep@umass.edu or 413-545-0840

Report written and/or reviewed by Xochitl Perez! Environmental Analyst, Jessica Sibirski! Lead and Cooper Rule coordinator, Michael Celona® Water-Smart Program Manager, Gufran Bulbul® Environmental Analyst, Yvette DePeiza®
DWP-Director, Hannah Parzen? Water-Smart Program Coordinator, Alex Smith-Lin? Departmental Assistant, and John Tobiason? Principal Investigator. MassDEP —DWP?, UMass-Amherst?2.
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