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Purpose of the Fund
The Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund (CICRF) provides financial assistance to qualified families caring for children and youth with large medically related expenses not covered by health insurance, public benefits, or any other source. CICRF acts as a safety net for families from all walks of life who have incurred excessive expenses related to a child’s medical needs.
Located at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, CICRF is overseen by an independent Commission. Families must complete an application and submit documentation of income and expenses. Eligibility is based on the child’s eligible medical and related expenses compared to annual family income.


Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for CICRF, families must meet the following criteria:
· live in Massachusetts
· meet or exceed incurred eligible expense minimum*
· applicant must be under age 22 at the time of the incurred expense(s)
*The family’s medically related expenses must be greater than 10% of the first $100,000 of annual family income from all sources plus 15% of any family income over $100,000.

For more information on CICRF’s eligibility criteria, visit:
www.mass.gov/info-details/check-eligibility-for-cicrf

Eligible Expense Types
CICRF provides reimbursement to families and/or providers for actual expenses incurred and not for anticipated future expenses.**
Expenses dating back up to 24 months from the date a family’s application is received can be considered for reimbursement.
Commonly reimbursed expenses include:
· Family Support
· Accessible Vehicles
· Home Modifications
· Medical Equipment & Supplies
· Medical Expenses
· Funeral Expenses
· CommonHealth & MassHealth premiums
· Lodging Expenses


**The Fund determines eligibility after expenses are incurred. If a child will not receive medically necessary treatment due to limited or no health insurance coverage, eligibility may be considered in advance, and payment may be made directly to a provider.
Questions? Contact CICRF
Email: CICRF.DPH@mass.gov Phone: (617) 624-5951
Visit our website at mass.gov/cicrf
Scan here
to visit CICRF’s website!

Apply to CICRF
Visit mass.gov/CICRFApply for more information on applying to CICRF

Scan here for more info about applying to CICRF
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