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I. INTRODUCTION

Each year, dozens of searches for lost or missing persons are performed by public safety agencies throughout Massachusetts. These searches can become large-scale efforts, potentially taxing the manpower of all involved agencies.


Civilian volunteers, both trained and untrained, have joined many of the public safety officials leading these search and rescue operations. An example of this took place in July of 1999, when twenty-seven year old Melissa Gosule was reported missing from Bourne, Massachusetts. A large number of civilians responded to the scene, to assist law enforcement in their search efforts. This incident sparked an effort, led by the Massachusetts State Police, to initiate better organization and training for future civilian responders.

Without exception, every lost or missing person case is extremely time sensitive, and should be considered an emergency. In order to locate the missing individual as soon as possible, it is critical that all resources be readily available. Hence, this proposal will illustrate how the Commonwealth - through the Massachusetts State Police - intends to augment its already strong search and rescue response component through the controlled integration of civilian resources.


OBJECTIVE

Create formal operational and administrative procedures concerning civilian volunteers and resources for Massachusetts State Police search and rescue activities.

 
This plan will explain:
1. The types of people who often become lost,

2. The roll of law enforcement, in particular that of the State Police, in search and rescue efforts,

3. Why, due the potential of criminal involvement, all missing person searches should remain a law enforcement function, managed in an organized and efficient manner under their supervision at the scene,
4. The need to augment the efforts of law enforcement through the integration of both trained and untrained civilian volunteers, 

5. The requirements for inclusion in the State Police Civilian Search and Rescue Resource List,
6. The most efficient use of civilian resources in missing and lost person searches, without jeopardizing the search or the integrity of evidence, ensuring that search and rescue operations in the Commonwealth are successful.

SEARCHES / SUBJECTS

Most missing or lost person search operations involve people who have become spatially disoriented. In many instances this is due to cognitive issues, where subjects are unable to identify their present location, and have no available means by which to get reoriented.


Examples of cognitive-related spatial disorientation include:

· A depressed or despondent individual who has walked into a wooded area, contemplating suicide
· An Alzheimer's patient who has wandered away from a nursing home
· An autistic or brain-injured person who has walked away from a caregiver


Examples of spatial-disorientation include:
· Hunters who get "turned around," walking for miles in the woods without a clear sense of direction

· Hikers who have become separated from their group

· Small children who have followed an animal or pet away from their home


A reported missing or lost person may also have been the victim of a criminal act, and subsequently abandoned, living or dead, in a remote wooded area.

No matter what the reason, searches of this nature require an organized, well-managed, coordinated and comprehensive response from local and state agencies, and when called for, civilian searchers.
                                           


THE ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
Usually, missing or lost person incidents are reported directly to law enforcement agencies. This is the preferred protocol, because:


1. There is always the potential that any missing or lost person incident is the result of a criminal act

2. Every lost person search operation should be looked upon as an emergency event, which requires a rapid and coordinated deployment of specialized personnel and equipment


Law enforcement and/or public safety personnel must supervise every incident in which civilian volunteers are involved, utilizing the incident command system protocol. 

II. MASSACHUSETTS STATE POLICE

THE ROLE OF THE STATE POLICE


Although it is strongly recommended that local police summon aid from the State Police as soon as possible during a search and rescue operation, local law enforcement personnel have the discretion to determine if assistance from the State Police is required.  Even when called to assist, State Police shall operate in a supporting role, and local municipal police departments will retain incident command of the operation, unless it falls within the primary jurisdiction of the State Police. The State Police has the authority to seek assistance from other governmental agencies as needed. A map of State Police troop coverage is attached as Appendix A. 


CIVILIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE COORDINATOR

This plan recommends a Civilian Search and Rescue Coordinator, who shall be a sworn member of the department currently, functioning as a member of the Department of State Police Special Emergency Response Team. 

This individual will have the responsibility to:


1. Ensure and maintain minimum standards and capabilities for all troops initiating search and rescue operations

2. Act as the liaison for other states' operations involving search and rescues

3. Coordinate with other Massachusetts Search and Rescue (SAR) organizations, both public and private

4. Initiate regular contact with local municipal police agencies, encouraging Massachusetts State Police (MSP) involvement in the early stages of search operations

5. Maintain and update the Massachusetts Search and Rescue Plan (SRP)

6. Establish standards for MSP and civilian SAR resources

7. Continually update civilian resource lists

8. Solicit, identify, inventory and coordinate all MSP resources available for search and rescue efforts

9. Research and apply for applicable grants and/or other financial assistance

10. Create awareness of State Police search and rescue capabilities by preparing and distributing publications to local law enforcement agencies


The Coordinator (or his/her designee) shall also be present at all search and rescue operations where State Police are participating. In particular, he or she will assist with the contact and coordination of resources, and with the processing and deployment of untrained civilian volunteers if utilized. This person will have the authority to waive certification for civilian resources when necessary. 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS PHILOSOPHY

There are three elements of the State Police Special Operations search and rescue philosophy. These are: 
1. Operational command and control,

2. Use of specialized operational resources, and

3. Use of general support resources.

1. Operational command and control of personnel
Upon request from another public safety agency, the State Police will retain operational command and control of its personnel, while carrying out the directives of the incident commander.

2. Use of specialized operational resources
State Police will use specialized resources as necessary, specially trained and equipped for mission-specific tasks. Specialized resources include: the SERT, Canine Unit, Tactical EMT, Air Wing, Underwater Recovery Unit, Marine Unit, Mounted Unit and Special Tactics and Operations Team. Details are provided in Appendix B.

3. Use of general support resources
State Police will use general support services to fulfill the operational and logistical needs of the mission. General resources include the Fleet Section and Communications/Radio Section. Details are provided in Appendix B.
       


OUTSIDE RESOURCES

When demands of a mission exceed the capabilities of Massachusetts State Police and other local resources, the State Police may utilize outside agencies and resources, including organized civilian search and rescue teams included in Appendix C.
       

In addition to civilian teams, outside resources may also include other local, state and federal agencies such as:
· Local Police, Fire, & Sheriffs Departments

· Law Enforcement Consortiums

· Massachusetts Environmental Police

· Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

· Massachusetts Department of Correction

· Massachusetts Air and Army National Guard

· United States Coast Guard

· National Park Service Rangers

III. CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS
CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS: TYPES

There are generally two types of civilian volunteers: trained and untrained. The distinction between the two is important, because their capabilities vary and must be managed differently.

1. Trained Civilian Volunteers

Civilians who are already members of an organized and trained group include dog handlers, experienced hikers, off-duty public safety personnel and other civilians who meet the qualification standards required for inclusion on the State Police Search and Rescue Resource List.

Typically, private search and rescue organizations require their members to undergo a certification process for membership, as well as inclusion on the State Police Search and Rescue Resource List. These civilians are often suitable for immediate use in front line functions, but can also be used in support functions as needed.

2. Untrained Civilian Volunteers

These searchers tend to be the family members, friends or neighbors of the missing or lost subject, or anyone else who responds spontaneously to a scene to assist. The majority of these volunteers are well intentioned, enthusiastic and highly motivated citizens who can prove to be a tremendous benefit to the search effort in a support role.

These volunteers, however, are often ill prepared and lack the necessary skills for the rigors of front-line duty in a search and rescue mission. Their participation is usually a one-time event; it is unlikely that they have had prior contact with local or state law enforcement search personnel - or be interested in any formal training or perpetual involvement in a certified search and rescue organization.

As opposed to a trained searcher, law enforcement officers at a scene cannot verify a volunteer's capabilities or credentials. If not properly managed, an untrained search volunteer can become a liability, and in some instances may themselves become lost or injured during a search. There have even been some instances where the perpetrator in a subject's disappearance has actually become involved as a search volunteer.

There have been many instances in which the untrained volunteer has self-deployed into a search area, disrupting search and rescue operations without intention. Therefore, these volunteers require constant supervision by officials at the scene, and often are most valuable performing support duties.  


CIVILIAN RESOURCES: DATABASE
The Massachusetts State Police shall maintain a comprehensive database of all available civilian search and rescue resources, including, but not limited to organized groups and individuals who have been approved as a State Police resource. Credentialing for inclusion in the database is through Northeast Wilderness Search and Rescue, Inc. (NEWSAR), or the National Association of Search and Rescue (NASAR).

At a minimum, credentialing includes training in search management, tracking, land navigation, area search methods, critical spacing, lost person behavior, incident command system and probability of detection factoring.  

The statewide Search and Rescue Coordinator will maintain the database of certified individuals and groups.


CIVILIAN RESOURCES: LIST REQUIREMENTS

In accordance with their team, civilians must do the following in order to be placed on the Resource List:
1. Provide proof that he/she has attained the age of 18

2. Provide proof of credentialing by a Massachusetts State Police approved SAR organization such as NEWSAR or NASAR
3. Cooperate with CORI background checks on a yearly basis

4. Cooperate with Massachusetts Warrant Management System checks on a yearly basis

5. Provide proof verifying good health (according to their team's requirements)

6. Agree to abide by all rules and regulations concerning their conduct during the course of the operation, including adherence to motor vehicle laws and any activation protocol.
7. Sign the Search and Rescue Volunteer Waiver (see Appendix D)
The Massachusetts State Police shall determine acceptable certification procedures in the case of dog handlers or civilians with other unique skills.


CIVILIAN RESOURCES: UTILIZATION

The effective utilization of available resources is an important component of efficient search management, and the civilian searcher is certainly a potential benefit. Volunteers familiar with the search area may provide an invaluable source of information. In wilderness areas, the knowledge of experienced hunters and sportsman can also be an important resource. In urban areas, residential neighborhoods, and non-wilderness environments, volunteers can offer insight that may be extremely helpful to responding officers.

The Massachusetts State Police shall serve as a central coordinator for civilian search resources and functions. Upon arrival at a scene, Massachusetts State Police shall have the authority to activate and mobilize any necessary resources from the Search and Rescue Resource List, maintained by the Civilian Search and Rescue Coordinator.
          

PROTOCOL: USE OF TRAINED CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS
The State Police shall follow the steps outlined below when utilizing trained civilian volunteers:
1. Upon request from a local police department or other state agency with jurisdiction, the State Police Special Operations Section shall be activated, and operational needs shall be assessed,

2. If civilian search and rescue assets are needed, the Civilian Search and Rescue Coordinator shall consult the resource list,

3. Trained civilians who have been activated from the list shall be directed to respond to a predetermined staging area and sign in. Upon request of the State Police, they shall provide their name, date of birth, address and submit to an inspection of their equipment,

4. All trained civilians shall remain in the staging area, pending assignment,

5. Massachusetts State Police may assign trained civilians to appropriate duties and functional responsibilities.
6. All trained volunteers shall follow demobilization procedures established for the incident
PROTOCOL: USE OF UNTRAINED CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS
The State Police shall follow the steps outlined below when utilizing untrained civilian searchers:


1. Untrained volunteers shall be directed to a predetermined volunteer staging area

2. Upon request, they shall:

. Supply verification of their name, address, and age

a. Submit to an EMT check of their physical condition if requested

b. Sign the Search Waiver and agree to submit to a criminal record check (see Appendix D)

c. Submit to an equipment check

d. Submit to a brief skills check

e. Receive any necessary equipment if available


Untrained Civilians remain in the staging area, pending possible assignment. Based on individual skill level, State Police may utilize these volunteers for duties and functional responsibilities that either they - or the Civilian Search and Rescue Coordinator or designee - deem necessary. Under no circumstances shall untrained civilians be allowed within the search perimeter, unless it is under the direct supervision of a designated public safety official.


IV. LIABILITY / LEGISLATION / THE FUTURE
LIABILITY

In order to participate in a search and rescue operation, all civilian volunteers must sign a waiver releasing the State Police and its agents from liability arising out of any incident or occurrence during the search. The current waiver is attached as Appendix D.
       


LEGISLATION

MGL Ch. 231 S.85AA has been passed, in an effort to encourage the participation of civilian volunteers. The goal of this legislation is to provide protection for benevolent volunteers involved in search and rescue activities while under the direct control of the State Police. This is a necessary protection which allows civilians to participate without fear of exposing themselves to liability for legitimate conduct. This legislation is attached as Appendix E. 


THE FUTURE

As additional information is received and as technology and tactics evolve, the Massachusetts State Police Civilian Search and Rescue Coordinator will update this plan accordingly to effectively incorporate and disseminate pertinent information regarding missing or lost person search and rescue operations.
The Search and Rescue Coordinator will continually assess the need for volunteer search and rescue resources and, as needed, assist in developing those resources.
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APPENDIX B
MASSACHUSETTS STATE POLICE SEARCH AND RESCUE CAPABILITIES
The responsibility of commanding, managing, and conducting lost or missing person searches has become critically important. Command and management of these operations - as well as search strategies, assessment and methodologies - requires extensive knowledge, skill and experience. State Police can accomplish this by using the following resources:


Special Emergency Response Team (SERT)

The Massachusetts State Police has established the Special Emergency Response Team (SERT), for the express purpose of managing and conducting missing or lost person search operations. SERT falls under the Special Operations Section and is commanded by a lieutenant.  It is further comprised of sergeants and troopers from across the state, arrayed in regional teams.

The following characteristics help to ensure the operational readiness of the Special Emergency Response Team:


· SERT supervisors are credentialed in NEWSAR Lost Person Search Management, and trained in command post operations

· SERT commander is equipped for primitive command post operations in wilderness areas


Each team member is trained:


· To NEWSAR standards as search and rescue technicians

· And certified in land navigation for map & compass operations

· And certified as a "Pathfinder" for joint operations with State Police Air Wing

· In man-tracking

· To coordinate and participate in "combined arms" deployments (teams comprised of other agency and volunteer personnel)


Each team member is also equipped with the following specialized equipment for protracted wilderness operations:

1.     Global Positioning Systems (GPS)
2.     Compasses
3.     Machetes
4.     Glow sticks and colored smoke for signaling and vectoring aircraft
5.     Hydration packs for long term deployments
6.     Tracking sticks for man-tracking
7.     Flagging tape for search segment boundary control


Canine Unit

The Massachusetts State Police K9 Unit has handlers who provide statewide coverage seven days a week, twenty-four hours per day. Current deployment allows for response to any location in the Commonwealth in less than one hour, and the unit is capable of fielding trailing, tracking, air scent and human decomposition dogs.

K9 Unit handlers are:


· Trained in "hasty search" techniques, critical to initial search efforts

· NEWSAR trained in managing missing person search incidents and Search and Rescue Incident Command System (ICS)


The State Police K9 Section is also equipped with the following for use in a lost or missing person search:


1. Night vision goggles

2. Hand held GPS and lensatic compasses

3. Computerized map software

4. Current, colored, 1/25000 topographical maps of the entire state.



Tactical EMT

Within the Massachusetts State Police Special Emergency Response Team, there exists a cadre of Tactical Emergency Medical Technicians. These are certified troopers who deploy into the field with SERT personnel and other search teams to provide emergency medical assistance to lost/missing victims or searchers who become injured during an operation. 

The following characteristics help to ensure the operational readiness of the Department's Tactical EMT's: 


· Every Tactical EMT has attended the Federal government's Counter Narcotics & Terrorism Operational Medical Support (CONTOMS) course, and has become certified in this advanced field emergency medical care for severe trauma injury in forward operating arenas

· Tactical EMT teams are equipped with advanced field medical packs and emergency evacuation gear (Reeves stretchers) for removal of injured persons from isolated wilderness locations

· Tactical EMT Teams also respond to critical incident scenes with Special Operations Units to provide advanced field emergency medical care.
Air Wing

The Massachusetts State Police Air Wing deploys advanced technology on an aerial search platform to support lost or missing person search missions.

The Air Wing provides the following resources and capabilities:


1. 5 utility helicopters and two fixed wing aircraft.
2. Technisonic police radios: direct communication with any police agency providing simulcast relay

3. 30 million candlepower NIGHTSUN search light

4. Thermal imaging (heat detecting) system, providing night/day operational capability for conducting searches

5. Microwave downlink transmitter for thermal imager/color video camera

6. Night vision goggles

7. Moving map/GPS

8. Rappelling/Short Haul

9. Mountain Rescue

10. Water Rescue

11. Medevac equipment

Underwater Recovery Unit

The Underwater Recovery Unit is composed of expertly trained Rescue/Recovery divers, available on short notice for missions across the Commonwealth and coastal waters. When the search area contains a possibly involved body of water, the Underwater Recovery Unit divers are available to provide water operations, assessment and planning. Each diver is specially trained and equipped in underwater search and recovery operations. 

Search equipment utilized by the unit includes sophisticated, highly sensitive side scanning sonar, able to detect even small objects of interest far underwater. The unit is prepared to respond independently or in conjunction with the State Police Marine Unit.


Marine Unit

The Massachusetts State Police Marine Unit is comprised of U.S. Coast Guard trained and certified watercraft operators. These operators are available to provide waterborne search and rescue operations anywhere in the Commonwealth. From coastal regions to inland waterways, the Marine Unit is equipped with several styles of watercraft suitable for a wide variety of mission types. From their base of operations on Boston Harbor, the unit can respond independently or as a force package, providing a platform for Underwater Recovery Unit operations.


Mounted Unit

The Massachusetts State Police Mounted Unit is comprised of a core group of sworn expert horsemen and women who are trained in the use of their mounts in search and rescue work. The unit supports the State Police in their capability to traverse nearly any terrain from a vantage point far above the searcher on foot. From their main stables in Acton, Massachusetts, and various state parks around the Commonwealth, the Mounted Unit stands ready to respond to any location within Massachusetts for long duration missions in a variety of climactic conditions.
Special Tactics and Operations Unit (STOP)

The Massachusetts State Police Special Tactics and Operations Unit (STOP) is a highly trained tactical response team specially equipped and trained for incidents involving armed and barricaded subjects. Utilizing specialized training and equipment, STOP can provide tactical tracking capabilities where the presence of armed subjects presents a threat to searchers. The discipline and attention to detail employed by STOP make them an ideal resource for search and rescue operations. 
Communications Section

The Massachusetts State Police possesses a strong and flexible statewide communications capability across the entire spectrum of public safety agencies in the Commonwealth.  Utilizing a statewide 800-megahertz trunked radio system, the State Police can communicate with federal, state and local entities to coordinate efforts.

The Communications Section can also enhance remote communications by facilitating radio and data traffic in areas where terrain or environmental factors impede effective transmission and reception.


Fleet Section

The Fleet Section of the Massachusetts State Police is based in Framingham, with satellite facilities in each troop across the Commonwealth. They can provide specialty vehicles for accessing and traversing rugged terrain, with all-terrain vehicles, tracked small unit support vehicles, snowmobiles, repair vehicles with mechanics, and mobile command posts. 









APPENDIX C










CIVILIAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS
The Massachusetts State Police utilizes civilian teams to complement the search and rescue efforts of the department. These teams are comprised of volunteers, trained and credentialed under the guidance of Northeast Wilderness Search and Rescue Inc., or the National Association of Search and Rescue. These volunteers are not compensated for their time and efforts; they are motivated by a high service ethic. They often take risks working in difficult and dangerous terrain and climatic conditions. 

The organized groups currently on the State Police Search and Rescue Resource List include:
1. Berkshire Mountain Search and Rescue Team
Established in 1977 as an all-volunteer tax-exempt organization, Berkshire Mountain Search and Rescue (BMSAR) is almost wholly dependent upon the generosity of the public, and public service grants. The mission of the BMSAR team is to act as a 24-hour emergency resource to the Berkshire County area and beyond. Their mission is to safeguard and save lives, and help provide closure to families of missing loved ones.

Free of charge, BMSAR provides:
· Expertly trained and experienced ground searchers and rescue personnel

· Command post support

· K9 air scent units

· Support for any weather related incident

· Additional resources to Federal, State and local authorities, as well as private individuals, and private investigators


BMSAR can work independently or in a task force configuration with other public and private entities. 

Training for team members includes a number of search and rescue disciplines including, but not limited to man-tracking, land navigation and map reading, clue awareness, crime scene preservation and wilderness first aid.

BMSAR has been involved in a number of high profile incidents, including: tornado relief operations in the city of Springfield, the search for Molly Bish in Warren and Palmer, homicide investigations involving an outlaw motorcycle gang in Pittsfield, and a number of other incidents requiring the assistance of highly qualified and disciplined search and rescue personnel.

The team is dispatched through the Massachusetts State Police as well as the Berkshire Sheriffs’ Control Dispatch Center in Pittsfield, or by contacting the team President: Michael Comeau at 413-743-9927.


2. Central Massachusetts Search and Rescue Team

Central Massachusetts Search and Rescue Team, Inc. (CMSART) is a non-profit 501(c) (3), incorporated in 1992. The CMSART Mission Statement is “to provide trained emergency response to any person lost, stranded, or injured in a wilderness environment, and promote education in wilderness safety for children and the general public.” All of their services are provided free of charge.

CMSART is an all-volunteer organization, comprised of skilled men and women mostly from the Worcester County and eastern Massachusetts area. CMSART members are concerned, professional participants who volunteer their time, money, physical comfort and safety to save lives and promote wilderness safety for the general public.

In partnership with law enforcement and other state agencies throughout New England, the team provides 24-hour emergency response assistance for ground search and rescue operations, often in rough terrain and under harsh weather conditions. The CMSART is trained to operate in the field day or night, and can deploy a variety of search tactics. They are prepared to assist state and local officials in all phases of search and rescue operations, planning and logistics. Additionally, they may provide individuals trained in hasty teams, grid searching, night operations, mountain bike hasty search and reconnaissance, search management, wilderness medicine and technical rescue. 

CMSART is comprised of:
· Emergency Medical Technicians

· Paramedics

· Doctors

· Nurses

· Other individuals, such as engineers, real estate professionals, accountants and teachers

90 cities and towns in Massachusetts represent CMSART’s primary operating area, but they will respond to other locations in the Commonwealth. The team will also respond to neighboring states when available and practical to do so. All team members are required to be self-sufficient for at least the first 24 hours of a search and must have their own food, water and survival necessities. CMSART personnel are trained to operate in all topographical and physical environments, in both urban and wilderness areas.

Each year CMSART contributes thousands of hours in a variety of search efforts and training. CMSART is a registered search and rescue resource for the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management, Massachusetts State Police Special Operations Section, Northeast Wilderness Search and Rescue Association, New England Alzheimer Association, the Department of Conservation & Recreation, and numerous local police and fire departments; these agencies depend upon the organization to improve their ability to find missing persons and injured victims.


CMSART will respond to requests for assistance from any official agency (police, fire, emergency response agencies). Members will be notified of a search call out by text message and/or phone, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

All services are provided free of charge. Private donations, corporate contributions and member dues fund CMSART. Team members provide their own personal clothing, equipment and transportation to and from all team activities.


4. Massachusetts Search and Rescue Dog Federation

The Massachusetts Search and Rescue Dog Federation (MASSARDF) is the certifying body for civilian canine search and rescue teams in the Commonwealth. MASSARDF has developed rigorous standards for certification. Affiliated members who have successfully completed this certification will be placed on the State Police Search and Rescue Resource List. 

MASSARDF also provides continual training and evaluation of member canine teams. This provides an invaluable service to public safety agencies throughout Massachusetts when mission requirement overburden available resources.









APPENDIX D
SEARCH AND RESCUE VOLUNTEER WAIVER
I, ______________________________, understand the nature of the work for which I have volunteered. Consequently, I assume all the risks related thereto. I certify that I am qualified and physically capable of accomplishing the tasks that I agree to participate in relative to search and rescue operations.

As a volunteer I have not received any appointment to state service. While participating in search and rescue operations, I understand that I am not an agent of the Commonwealth or the Department of State Police. I receive no salary from the Commonwealth. I further understand that I am not entitled to Workers’ Compensation for any injury suffered while participating in search and rescue operations, and am expected to provide my own health insurance.

I agree to obey, without question, the directives of any member of the Department of State Police that I will accompany on search and rescue operations.

I do hereby hold harmless, release and forever discharge the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Department of State Police, their employees, agents, successors and assigns from any and all liability, suits, damage, injury, loss, claims, demands, and actions of any kind and nature, arising from or in any way relating to my voluntary participation with the Massachusetts State Police in search and rescue operations including travel to and from such operations. I fully understand that I must obey all laws of the Commonwealth, including motor vehicle laws while participating in or traveling to or from any search and rescue operations.

I also freely grant the Department of State Police or its designee the right to investigate my criminal background utilizing the information provided by me below.

This release of liability is executed freely and voluntarily, with full knowledge and understanding of the contents included herein.

____________________________
__________________________
Volunteer’s Signature     

Volunteer’s Printed Name

____________________________
___________________________
Address                            

Phone Number
____________________________
___________________________
Social Security Number      
        
Date of Birth
____________________________   ___________________________

Today's Date



Team Affiliation 











APPENDIX E
LIABILITY LEGISLATION
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 231  Section 85AA


Section 85AA. No person duly registered by the department of state police as a search and rescue volunteer who renders assistance in a search and rescue operation under the direct control and instruction of the department and no other person who volunteers in a search and rescue operation and renders assistance, supervised by and under the direct control and instruction of the department shall be liable in any suit for damages as a result of any acts or omissions committed by such person in the course of a search for a missing person, if such person acts in compliance with the Massachusetts State Police search and rescue plan, unless such acts or omissions constitute willful, wanton or reckless conduct.
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