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OPSI Hires New Chief

On February 22*,2022, Richard Baldacci
jomed our team as the new Chief of
Inspections. Rich previously served as the
Building Commissioner for the towns of
Swampscott and Marblehead.

Rich has extensive public management
experience and shares our vision of
improving communications with local
building officials amongst other goals for the
Office of Public Safety and Inspections.

As a Certified Building Ofhicial, Rich’s
priority 1s establishing connections with all
mspectors throughout the Commonwealth.
To that end, he is relaunching the newsletter,
Codeword, whose last publication was ten
years ago.
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Richard Baldacci, the new Chief of Inspections for the
Office of Public Safety, Building, Engineering, and
Trade Inspections.
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New Hires

Robert Scott, a former Building Commissioner, joined our team on
February 14", 2022. He has been a Building Official since 2019 and
worked as a contractor for 14 years prior. “The best part of my new
position is meeting on site with the Professional Engineers and crews
to see projects develop from plans to completion.” Rob’s goals are
to complete his required amusement certification and continue
gaining knowledge and experience working alongside the other
mspectors to ensure public safety. Rob is assigned to the MBTA and
says that he looks forward to a long and rewarding career working for
the Commonwealth.

Christopher Broderick joined our team on March 27°, 2022. He
began his construction career in the early 80’s as a Union Carpenter.
He has worked in both commercial and residential development.
Prior to coming to work for the Commonwealth he was a Building
Inspector for the City of Boston. Chris has a Bachelor of Psychology
degree and feels that his strongest attributes are public relations and
conflict resolution. His knowledge in the study of human behaviors
applies when dealing with contractors and code interpretation. His
goals are to be able to apply his skills in an effort to help others learn,
as well as to remain open minded to learning from others. Chris 1s
assigned to District 10, Boston.

Leonard (Lenny) Lyons joined our team on April 11, 2022, from the
City of Boston. He has been a building contractor for 37 years. He
has been a Certified Building Ofticial for 2.5 years. In Lenny’s own
words “as I am new to this side of the counter, I have a good grasp on
780CMR as well as the IBC, IRC and IFC.” As a contractor he worked
m both residential and commercial construction, with a focus on
complicated structural projects. Lenny’s goals are to aggressively
continue his education as a State Building Inspector, and to pursue
this career to the highest levels possible. Lenny is assigned to District
10, Boston.
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From left to right: Commissioner Layla D’Emilia, Inspectors Richard Bienvenue, Ed Poulin, Brianna Skowyra and Robert Scott

The newest phase of the Green Line
Extension (GLX project) began service in
March. Our team of inspectors played a big
part in the approval of the station’s
occupancy. For details of the GLX project,
click the MBTA’s link below,

https://www.mbta.com/projects/green-line-
extension-glx

On Monday, March 21, 2022, the MBTA
celebrated its Grand Opening of two new
stations, the new Lechmere Station, and the
Union Square Station in Somerville. Our
Commussioner, Layla D’Emilia, was among
the dignitaries who attended the ribbon
cutting ceremony, along with the inspection

team responsible for opening the stations,
State Building Inspectors, Rob Scott, Brianna
Skowyra, Rick Bienvenue, and State
Flectrical Inspector Ed Poulin. The contract
for the project was awarded in 2017 and 1s
scheduled for completion later this summer.
The entire project includes 4 more stations,
East Somerville Station, Magoun Station, Ball

Square Station and College Station in
Medford, as well as three traction power
substations, and a new Vehicle Storage and
Maintenance Facility as a part of their $8
billion, five-year capital investment program.

The Capital Investment Transformation
projects include renovations to existing
stations, modernization to fare collection
systems and improved accessibility for better
quality of service for all riders.

Inspectors for the MBTA are responsible for
all of the stations as well as the South Coast
Rail Extension which began i July of 2019
and will continue through 2023. This work
includes the construction of six new stations
m Middleborough, Taunton, Freetown, Fall
River Depot, and two stations in New
Bedford, as well as many other system-wide
improvements.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/about-the-

south-coast-rail-project
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May Is Building Safety Month

2022 Building Safety Month - ICC (iccsafe.org)

download (mass.gov)

A Proclamation

Whereas, Massachuseits i committed (o recognizing thar our growlh and strength depends an rhe safety and
ecamamic valus af the Romes, Buildings and infrastructurs har serve cur citizens, foth in everyduy fife and in
Cimes of marural disaster; ana

Whsreais, Cur confidence & structural infegrity of rlese fuilaings thar make up our commurily i5 achbeved
FArough the devotion of vigifant guerdions—Bui(fing safely and fire prevention officials, architects, emgineers,
Ewilders, tradespeople, deiign prefessionals, faborers and orfiers in 1he comstruction maesiry—wie wark Wear
FoRNL [ eniure he rafe construection of Suifdings: and

Whereas These guardians aré dedicated members of ife International Code Council, a 1.5, Baged erganization,
et Erings !?q--'ll'i-r focall stare and federal afficial tiat are experts in e fwill emvirenment to creals and
implement the fighest-quality codes o protect wr in $he Fulldings where we (ive, (rarn, work, worship, and
play: anad

Wihiereas, Our nation Penefits economically and technologically from using the Imfermational’ Codes® rRar are
developed by a mational, volunlary consensus codes and standards deveaping organis alion, cur Aovernment is
afle re avold the Aigh cost and complexity of develfoping arnd mainr fmg these codes, which &r¢ PRE ol
wide ly adopted fullding safety and fire prevention codes in the mation; ang

Wherdas, These modern Fuilding codes includes safeguards (o protect ths puflic from naturel GEETers fech as
Rurricanes, snowstorms, Lornadods, witdiand fires, fToods and sarthgquate; an

Whereas Building Safety Monthi s sponsored Ey the fnternational Code Council fo remind the pubitic about
critical refe of our communities” fargely unEnown gudrdians of public safery—our focal code officials —wiis
| assure ur of safe, efficient and ((vable Suildings rdal are sisential to Americe’s progperity and

Whereas, “Safery for AL Codes in Action ™ &5 MRe theme for Builfing Safery Month 2oz, encourdges alll Americans to
raise awareness about the importance of safe ana resifient construction; fire prevention: disaster mitigation, energy
comtservation water safety: rabaing He nesxd generation; and new tecimologies in the constreciiom ficstry; and

Wherdai, Tach year, in ofiservance of Building Safety Monrf, Amaricans are asked to consider [he commitment
tao improve Suilding safely a ecomamis imvertmant ar fiome and in 1&e community, and fo ackrowledipe the
artential rervice previded to all of us by focal and stare Fuififing depariments, fire Frevention Sureaus esd

Federal agemcies in protecting (fves and property.

Mow, Therefore. I, Charies D. Faker, Governor of the Commenwealth of Masiachiuietls, o Rereby prociaim the
month af Maw zarz, to b,

BUILDING SAFETY MONTH

Ama urge Al the citizens of tie Coramomwealii o rake
cogmizance of Hhir event and participate fittingly tn (0 ofiervaniod.

Grvem at bhe Txecutive Chamber in Borton, thls Firse Day of May, in the year two thousimd and fwenty-two, e af the Indapendince
af Pie Tnited Stares of America, the twe Smaied end feortyfifta
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God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts



https://www.iccsafe.org/advocacy/building-safety-month/building-safety-month/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/building-safety-month-proclamation-may-2022/download
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10" Edition is Coming!
For the latest updates visit:
Unofficial Tenth Edition Base Code Draft (780 CMR) | Mass.gov

Be on the lookout for upcoming issues of Codeword! Topics we hope to cover in the future issues:

e Featured State Inspector: Each month we will bring you an introduction of each member
of the OPSI team.

e “Standard Procedure”: When a license 1s revoked and you’re mstructed to follow
“standard procedures,” what does that mean?

e Locking mechanisms: With school starting back, is your municipality properly protected?
e  What else do you want to see? Please contact us with any questions or building code 1ssues
you may be facing in your city or town. Tel:+617-727-3200 OPSI-info@mass.gov
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https://www.mass.gov/handbook/unofficial-tenth-edition-base-code-draft-780-cmr
mailto:OPSI-info@mass.gov

