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zrnvestment in thyself ‘For.a buuldrng offlclal the: artlcle stated; the: best investment is. certrﬂCatron. fCertmcatron itiexplains,

: conveys professionalism to the field of endeavor and professronahsm accordlng to the Amencan Henta et Blct/ona ;

, - Today; v 2 ) 2 : ‘ hat hapte 168
of the Acts of 1992 became effectrve Th|s Act amended Massachusetts:General Law (MGL)E‘C A148:§:3:+1t:Greated:the
requirements for certifying bunldmg officials within the Commonwealth, and surely, it marks the beginning of a new erain
code enforcement After many years of struggle certlfrcatlon is now a reallty, notijust a goal And as illustrated above '

e “ g
A Safe Investment was:written:over f|ve years ago;-butithe: concept of certifying buiildi g officials has been:around much
longer. In fact, if one weretoitrack previous publications«of CODEWORD, he:would find that a good percentage carried
some information with respett to certification.- So;:itis'no surprise that the Board 'of Building Regulations and
has long advocated certification. - But, the Board:itself .couldnot have implemented: the‘requirements:foi ertrfrcatlon :
without the hard work and dedication of a particular groupiof individuals. This group; kiiown as the Original
Committee, was created by:thié Board to study methods and develop recommendations for the certificatio of bunldlng
offrcrals wnthln the Commonwealth* After much effort the group completed rts task |n mrd 1991 (spe

. Bruce Austln, ‘unldmg Inspector,«'l?ownno ‘Greenﬂeld
* Robert:Betit,’Inspector of Buildings, Town 6f Dalton
* Francis Calnan, Building Inspector, City of Lynn

+  Steve Crawford, Building Inspector, Town of West Bridgewater
. W|llram Gedrams lnspector of Buuldlngs Town of Mrddleborough

d4); Tow

::eMatthras ‘Mulvey f(Chalrman) Inspector.,of' Bu1|drngs;&Crty of Qumcy
- Paul Nonni (Vice Chairman) Building Inspector, City of Somerville

_+ Bradford Nyhan, Former:Biilding IRspector; Town of Concord ‘(now living in Florida)
« . Dan O’Sullivan, Building Inspector, City of Springfield

- Bart Thomas;: :Building Commissioner,:Town: of Holyoke:

Vld Thyng,:inspegtor.of Buildings; Town-of Brewster:

Don:York;: Bunldlng Inspector Town of: Holyoke ;




responsible for acqurrlngf;an -dccurate list of aII those who were employed as a building offrcral .on the effective
legislation. Therefore“en:i(&r about) November 9% of this year, each city and town clerk received a formithat listed this
names of each building commissioner/inspector of buildings and/or local building inspector employed: by his/her
community. - This list reflected the latest record of names available to the Board of Building Regulations and Standards.
The clerk along with the appointing authority for each community simply needed to sign the form in recognition that the
information shown was correct or make the necessary corrections, and return the:information to the Board’s office.

Wrth this data the Board could then fonrvard a certificate to -each building offlcral indicating that he is now considered a
iduly: certlfred burldrng ‘official rnzaccordanc “*wlth the provrsronssof Massachusetts#Geﬁ’éral Law c 168 of the. Acts of 1992

Stoneham o
fSunderIands

Groveland :

Carrrbrrdge " . Gy Bamngton b sWeymou
¢ Charlemont «  Hardwick . Northbrrdge . Whltlnsvrlle
* Chelmsford *  Hawley N:iDartmouthy - s 500 Waoburns

Chelsea ¢ - Hingham -
Clinton * 'Heath
Colrain ‘

The Original Certrflcatron Commrttee was charged with ani "he: ng* fprocess) we have
addressed above. The main purpose of the Committee,’ ‘however; :was to Idevelopra:workable. program “for certifying
building offrcrals Presently, staff to the Board of Burldlng ‘Regulations: and Standards is working on'regulations to govern
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- the: certification: processibased 6n the recommendations of the Original: Certification Comimitte

szhe reqmred examlnatlons are as follow

CERTIFICATION - CONTINUED

. *The main points
of the regulations are to define the required examinations that one now needs to take in order'to become certified
as a bunldlng official in the Commonwealth, as well the requrrements for follow-up educatlon that one needs to

: esatlsfy il order to mamtam 's/her certlflcatlon i AT R !

Examlnatlon required for certlflcatlon as a Iocal inspector (as deflned in MGL c 143 § 3)

~ « The Building Offlcrals and Cod& Administrators;: Internatlonal (B.CA) Building Inspector examrnatlon or
*. The BOCA Plan Reviewer Examination.

These examlnatlons are generally offered twice each year by the BOCA and CABO organlzatlons and consist of
vled_ Pparts, testing ones. knowledge and. familiarity. of the building code. and-associated regulatory:documerits.
'O ,,,ourse only those who have not been "grandfathered?into: the program will.need:to-be: tested.~However;if
one is now certified or becomes certified as a local inspector and wishes to gain certification as a building
commrssroner or mspector of buildings he/she wrll need to successfully take the CABO Administrators examination,

Regardless of whether or not certmcatlon has been achieved through examination or through the granfathenng

CAorgemzatron courses or semlnars offered by
urldlng offncral organlzatro that.deal. ‘w‘lghpy;ldrng code

[9 e scrutiny .and; ‘maintenance, -the soriginal . certlflcatlon1 commlttee

§tandlng ertification Comm/ttee _,Theﬂ.purpose of this-c

example of the types of issues the with which the Stand/ng Certification Committee would be mterested “There
-are.a number. of scenarios that may warrant.review before this comrmrt If someone feels he/she has: standlng
‘before'the commlttee He/she should forward a Ietter describing his ¢ ;




' GERTIFICATION = CONTINUED

Further facts regardmg certification:will: be-provided in upcoming issues:of. CODEWORD: :For:now;

will-close

The Stand/ng Cemflcatlon Committee has been voted and approved:byithe:Board:an
make-up of this committee will be identified in the next issue of CODEWORD. The finer ponnts of the process are
being worked out, and the regulations are underway. Before all is finalized, there are:likely:to-be:questions: If ‘
so, do. not hesitate to call the ofnce at the number shown on the cover sheet for assnstance

’ 7:NEEWT‘BUIEDI&NGEGOE'E‘JAF?PEAIES% FORM.

The Board is pleased to announce that it has revised its Building Code Appeals Appl/cat/on A cop of the new
form is attached to:this publicatic Hie new:form:was: modeled after a buildihg:permit: ‘application.’ “The form
requires one to identify the use group classification, type of construction, and whether the bunldlng is new or
existing, as well as other general information regarding the maka: -liprofthe buudl""' ' th
The new form will help Board members get acquainted withi.the overall: buildifyg:a
it will force the appellant to think about the matter, in the hope that'he/shie: will:
appeal before the Board.




/ CODEWORI

The ‘purpose of corner. bracing in wood frame-construiction is:to
-However,..considering: todays constructnon methods Zis: thls

'Extenor walls of wood ;frame resrdentlal
da e, with;Figures,3403-1 and 403-2, and Tables: 3403:2:and: 3403:3".
nerof.a wood frame; house. It illustrates the construction of platforiii
framed wood structure. From this flgure we reference specific details of the constrtiction in Figure 3403-3. This
frgure rtof which is,s own. belo‘ icts three framing: conditions that:would: ‘corner:bracing.: Thefirst:shows
k ~ t-the, corper... The second-and third. frgures ‘show:frame walls:with: wmdow
h;gondition,.corner: bracing :0f least:1
iternatively, metal *T* straps-may., be applied. i 1

n. V- the Fifth Edition.of the building: code- states athat
‘s shall be constr ’ cted i

If one were-10.stop. readrng after discovering the size and: material to: be used in-bracing the:corners of a'wood
e would be unaware of. one.important fact.--That:is; corner bracing:is not:required when plywood
ite; ‘_heathrng,v_s employed, regardiess of whether.it:is se vertically or horizontally. ::Inevitably, one: of
these two materials is used i intoday!s new'home cons gtien,:so;the language may appear:somewhat obsolete;
However, there are an abundance of older homes that were constructed with variously sized pine boards (or other
type of wood boards) used.as a sheathing:material.. Many-of these homes will undergo‘renovatioris'at some‘point
doing $0,:some ( ) the old.lath-and plaster walls:and replace'this! system With
contemporary vconstructron (gypsum wall; board) Dependmg :on the framing:condition of the:wall; onié: ‘may then
dance: with:the: provrsrons of ‘Article~32) ‘befori enclosrng the pace

semainsipertinent;feven today. 7 < 2 i

pe material one:is mstalllng, whether wall:sheathing, roof- She'athing r floor
offici hould ,,,always_tak >;care to.check: the fastener schedules contained: within Artrcle ‘B4-to'
matenas have been p oper secured Wrthout the correct fastenmgs *matenals may not behave

..iPLACE FULL LENGTH
5 gRACE AS CLOSE'AS™
POSSIBLE_ TO. COF!NER

NO OPENINGS AT CORNER OPENINGS AT CORNER , OPENINGS AT CORNER

FIGURGE—;‘

FIGURE 27 ¢ “ FIGURE ‘3

o NOT REQUIRED. With: 4!’ é‘ E
Plywood or. Composmon Sheathlng
Applied honzontally or vertically

installation of peliet stoves.
take care to examine the CODEWORD artlcle tore
pellet stoves in the Commonwealth.

ing official. should
-familiarize himself wrth the procedure governlng the use of




STOP:WORK ORDERS

Section*122:1iwof :the ibuilding icode "addrésses’: Stop“Work> Order
ienforcement and:should net'be ‘misused. The:lariguage of this-secti
notice from the building official that any work is being prosecuted contrary
unsafe or dangerous manner such work shall be |mmed|ately stopped®.

4‘gl‘ri

= Regardless of the relatnonshlp that may exnst between the "; i process; AW
- be standard procedure '

; media actten requnred of the vnelato hout-‘proper
hebuildingofficial-will hkely*«be back at:square-one;-faced-with|a dangerous:- situation without-a'
solution at hand. -~ ‘ ;

a:,OffnmaI has the nght to ask to see the ASTM

2

|f'appItCabie Additlonally. the Code generally, but not always,
reqwres foam pla tlcs to be separated from habitable space via an approved thermal barrier, When encountering.:

th»{




|f an. mdwtdual renovates a, portlon ofﬁan& eX|st|ng'butld|n' omp
housa d cubic feét of enclosed space, but the ng greater in size (ie: larger than
¢ feet), does the -renovation fall under the prov IS |ons 0 YSectlon 127 Constructron

Iess than ‘thlr’tyt
,thlrty-ftve thousa

The srmp e answer to this questlon is, yes. ln explanatlon Section 127, of the Fifth Edition of the State Buﬂdrng
Code states.that a registered. professional-architect or. engineer.is required-to. control: (menitor)-job-progress- for
‘all buildings and: structures unless such -buildingsior, structures -are-excepted from the requirement. under the
‘provisions; of Se 127.1; The first.exception: under this section states that; *Any, building less:than, thlrtyafrve
thousand (35, ;000): cubic: feet of enclosed:space.:#does not requirethe: 'services, of a registered: -professional
‘architect or engineer. The thirty-five thousand (35,000): cubic feet figure is; excerpted from the registration laws
governlng ‘the practlce‘fof architecture, It is ‘also the figure used to establish' the" threshold ‘i the” Ircensrng of
iconstruction supervisors in the Comniohwealth.: Notrce howéver, that'the wor ilding is used in the exceptlon
,and that it is not followed by the term;-or: partsthereof It seems clear tha g he int ent of this Ianguage is'to exempt
‘only those building s-that m T of butldlngs

may. eem un,i asonable to requwe the servlcesfof' a reglste‘ d
S ts within [; ge bi

professronal when dealing W|th small renov:
‘of the complexity of a large building, thlngs
series of new offices within an existing :
uncooperative:building. systems,..The sprihkler ystem, as.one example would. Ilkely -need to.be reconfigured i |n
order to properly serve the new offlces )f.the sprinkler. heads .were :not realigned properly (in:accordance;with
NFiRA 13),.the system may be renderedtmeffectr The same would hold true for the public-address system: (ftrei
announcement warning system) and for the;, required paths of egress;: n:fact,:this ‘scenario could: e repeated
with any number of bunldlnggsystems from smoke detection to lighting'to HVAGC:systems.. Therefore, a reglstered
professnonal who'is educated in such matters, must design the space and coordrnate the:assogiate

systems and must monitor ongomg construction.

A second reason:that: the code: requrres:' constructlon ‘control-over such- sntuatuons ‘concerns” handlcapped
2S¢ ,rd (AA Regulations) are. promulgated
", fulland free use of all | buildings and facmtles
yment, hvmgféa d recreatlonal opportunmes

, nstructton ‘altera lon remodeltng
use of publlc bunldlngs or other facﬂmes open to the public shall conform to the:
; : / i ibili




CONCRETE TESTING LABORATORIES LICENSED IO OPERATE AN THE COMMONWEALTH
(As of December 17 1992) -

k 'W:orcester MA

regulatlons are found at the back of the F|fth Edmon of the State BUIIdI
HAI 1




SR CWRRIIT SO BN e s s ey ;
CONCRETE LABS & TECHNICIANS - CONTINUED

3) Concrete test cylinders made in the field are.typically 6" x 42 cyll ders (6% diameter mold by, 127 high).

Often, Concrete Testing Laboratories will make 4* x 8" test cylinders. These cylinders are only allowed when

explicitly specified in the project specifications. Otherwise, they are not allowed. .. If the.Building Official

~encounters cylinder sizes different from the required 6* x 12 size, the official should question the testing

procedure. If it is determined that improper test cylinders are bei g made, a,citation should be issued.

voted to_gran

(marketec

0f, a fiberglass reinforced inorganic calcium silicate facing,

BLAZEGUARDL'iis'i a.composite panel .CODSBIEDQ

¥

laminatéd to'wood striictural panels of plywéod or oriérited strand board oF Similar taterial “Since the calcium
silicate sheet is'glued to the wood panel, the APA span rating for the panel is not affected. AR

The Board's vote was to- allow theitise of BLAZEGUARD intHe manner dictate
‘ResearchiReport:No. 90-73. However, becatise the current State Building Codé
the BQCA Code; ind the'research..analysis .was' performed -with réspect: to- tl
i ne.of the:section.numbers referenced

d'by BOCA's Evaluation Sefvices
s based on the 1987 Versiorof

ions.of the research, re

port (BOCA
this.excerpt. . . i e e

D AS ROOF SHEATHING OR WALL SHEATHING FOR BUILDINGS OF

TYPE 3, 4 AND 5 CONSTRUCTION. BLAZE D IN“3/8"-OR “GREATER NOMINAL THICKNESS (WITH CDX

PLYWOOD ONLY) IS ABLE TO BE UTILIZED AS A ROOF SHEATHING FOR A DISTANCE OF FOUR FEET (MINIMUM)

ON:BOTH SIDES OF-AFIRE. WALL,:OR FOUR FEE 'E%’(M/NIM UM):FROM AN EXTERIOR. WALL;WHEN IT:IS' DESIRABLE

TO, TERMINATE AN EX ERIOR WALL OR.A FIARE:»‘WALLE‘AI;‘THE. UNDERSIDE .OF:A ROOF DECK! BLAZEGUARD-IS
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE.TO COMPLY WITH.SECTIONS 906.6 AND 908.5.2/(MASS, C ,

"BLAZEGUARD IS PERMITTED TO BE USED

Pl

AR T

ily as a sub

: fire wall or fire ‘separation wall, thus providing the

construction industry a substitute for FRT in Types 3, 4 and 5 construction. If possible, it would be wise to-obtain
-a copy of the referenced BOCA report to examine further details of the product.




| RECENT STATE BUILDING CODE APPEALS BOARD DECISIONS

restaurant operates from approxrma ely 7. : p e‘remainder of the uildlng,
ially,: A|s in, operatron at. allﬁ_,trme u,sh thef_,restaurant is: qurte R

opposed to swmg doors that could be secured in an open posrtlonr Slrdrng doors arera vrable optlon

for this arrangement. However, to be considered part of a means of egress, horizontal sliding doors

must comply wrth all criteria. set forth under Sectlon 613 4 of the Fourth Edition of the Building Code -
is ¢ ctron except the final point that

«open‘ posrtror‘r at: all tim 58, ar
time in the future, the space’w

y “ \‘4 A
the(Sox were: atthe|r best ? '-f'aNo that was 1986/87 Thlsrwas ‘the year that'e
basement apartment; you know, the one without a view [of the future].
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