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In:Artlcle 7;;our Loads Adv1sory: Commlttee sponsoredf amendments to sev ral f5 [5

uThe Geotechn1cal Adv1sory Commlttee also sponsored several chan es, 1nclud1ng
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: OVERVIEW OF AMENDMENTS
TO THE STATE BUILDING CODE

the most comprehens1ve set of cede changesif
Board‘of Bulldlng Regulat'ons

ma oy
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. ;bulldlng off1c1als at thelr monthly dlstr'cth'meetlng w1th th o
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g'On the commerc1a1 s1de, the changes are even greater in: scope
‘are. based: upon “the: latest work ~of . the. Amerlcan ‘
'Refri rat;ng and A1r Condrtlonlng Englneers ;

!i(ACP) tables, or us1ng the computer1zed calculatlon ment1oned [n -
either case, the path to code: ‘compllance w1ll cons1der the effect;veness off'
i‘the 1nsulat10n in concert with other energy usage parameters such ‘a

]'mass o There ‘has also been [a;
x,requlrements forJ HVAC equlpment

' COMMERCIAL ENERGY PROVISIONS

‘the -t pejﬂ i
and conflguratlon of . w1ndows, l1ght1ng power usage and the"buf dlng’s therm 1,7;

The expected : result

o s1gn1ficantly more energy eff1c1ent . However, by promotlng good des1gn‘and"

.prov1d1ng a great degree of flex1b111ty, these. prov1s1ons are not expected to7”fd‘ =
;materlally 1ncrease construct1on costs,;‘acc_rdlng to a "study performed by, Bt

j*ASHRAE

_J1ncreased 1n several cases, reflectlng S .
: i e vas also approved Lo Sectlon 429 whlch allows eliminat onww¢~W‘-iv7“ﬁW

STRUCTURAL LOADS

In Art1c1e 7, our Loads Adv1sory Commlttee sponsored amendments to several“

‘,sectlons after a review of prov151ons ‘of “the 1984 BOCA Code: and several other

;»englneerlng stud1es - ‘Some- Oof the: changes 1nc1uded rev151on of prov1s1ons for
‘impact loads,f'concentrated loads ‘and . 'some - other spec1al loads (such as
';handrall and guardra1l des1gn 1oads) I addltlon, dr1ft1ng snow - 1oads were"

the ‘latest” englneerlng knowledge in

-GEoTEgHNICALgPROVisIONsh*1f

"The Geotechnlcal Adv1sory Comm1ttee also sponsored several changes,;lncludlngh
'~rev1s1ons to Table 720 (Allowable Bearlng Pressures for Foundatlon Mater1als).
"'and; 1nclus1on of a S néew Appendlx X conta1n1ng background 1nformat10n for
*;class1f1cat10n of: foundatlon mate

e

‘ials Another change of note sponsored by:ﬁir

a'fthe Commlttee mod1f1es p11e load test requlrements

The Board also added

't’def1n1t1on, ‘proposed by
sets: uge group
_senior c1tlzens

';¢QNGREGATEfDWELL1NQzUNiIs Con

’cla""'

'}waelllng Unlts may beﬂ"'°
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FLOOD PLAINS

P : : E ; i v R o

’(j‘) Des1gn requlrements for constructlon in floodplalns (Sectlon 744)VSWeref7,

L modified - so  as- Ko comply w1th the latest federal requ1rements ThlS change,’D
proposed by “our State Department of Water Resources “in conJunctlon w1th theg‘ ‘
‘Federal Emergency Management Agency, will help to maintain  ‘our state_S,”'*
'e11g1b111ty for federal flood 1nsurance programs BONE g e )

‘ 'MECHDANICAL'S’YSTEMS AN ; OPEN WELLS

»Severallchanges were enacted by the Board on\ the adv1ce of 1ts Mechanlcal'
Systems Advisory Comm1ttee " Perhaps the most s1gn1flcant of these changes was:-
.the -adoption - of the 1987 BOCA Natlonal Mechanlcal Code as our new mechan1cal'
;7reference standard \replac1ng the 1978 “BOCA - Mechanical Code o Other‘
s1gn1flcant changes 1nclude the: delet1on of: the "pressurlzed sta1rwell optlon"
*for hlgh rise- constructlon and - rev131on'1of1 covered “mall smoke control
d requ1rements ‘to clarlfy that': the“smoke evacuatlon system must be- capable of
manual actlvatlon by the flre:service, ‘but neéed not- be act1vated by manual,‘
~f1re alarms.  Also enacted -at the Commlttee S. suggestlon were several changes
to Sectlon 437 (Open Wells) One  of “the: amendments, more clearly deflned
‘ atr1ums and - floor openlngs\ accordlng to- perm1tted uses for each type of ‘open
~gwell Other 51gn1f1cant changes restricted the usage. of atrlum spaces for
"prov1d1ng ex1tway ‘access. and changed. the rate of stoke: exhaust requlred forn
small atrlums SRLE SN R : : '

STAFFED APARTMENT PROGRAMS

,;After d1scuss1on w1th the Executlve 0 flce of Hum“ Serv1ces and co 3
srof 1esealch data’ provided by that offlce, ‘the’ Boa fenacted a n w'Section 440 o
»Group Dwelllng Unlts,‘ whlch appllcable new and ex1st1ng staffed
- apartment programs : operated by the Department of Mental Retardatlon and the
Department- of: Mental Health The . -section prov1des 4 matrlx Tof: compllance
' soptlons for group dwell1ng units- dependlng on the 'capablllty for" self— s
_preservation  of ‘unit res1dents' and- the physical ,characterlstlcs “of the'“p
bu11d1ng hous1ng ‘the group dwelllng un1t . e e

LA

STEEL STANDARDS UPDATED

~Changes to many steel construct1on standards contalned in Appendlx B of the-' :
‘code were enacted, at the request — of the Amerlcan ‘Iron  and Steel- Inst1tute'~f'
flThese amendments updated standards for construction- us1ng structural steel to
,the latest natlonally recognlzed standards of the 1ndustry

:'CILA'SSROOMJE"XITS, o

_At the request of the Unlver51ty ‘of Massachusetts,; spe01al classroom exit.
L provisions: wefeémod1f1ed (Section 612) ‘s0as. to apply only to those classroomsf.'
"“to be used: by‘/chlldren under - the age of: twelve, as ‘ at
'appllcatlon ‘of ‘these standards was necessary only to prov1de addltlonal safety'
“;for young ch1ldren ‘ S : e St : :




