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“Mr:‘Hatrop:was not amused by the decision and Vdeeided to fileSuit against both selectmen, the
"'tbwn-%p“lﬁ‘anﬁérs and the town of South Hadley. The $200,000 law:suit was an atteémpt to regain lost

‘wages between his date of departure and the end of hls appomtment in Apnl 1987 as well as

compensatlon for severe mental pain.

The week long trial befor’e a jury of eight women and six men was convened on Tuesday, May 30,
1989 with Mr. Harrop awarded a sum of $34,000 at least six thousand of which to be paid by the
selectmen, divided $4,000 and $2,000. The j jurors proclaxmed that the selectmen did not have good
' reason to fir¢ M. ,:al;rop and dld so maliciously to: cai s

It s unfortunate that such events need take place in our system of government, but with
,personahties sometimesy :overcommg profess1onal attltudes\ it is.often unavoidable . We would like

- unending. 1Kathy t takes, her leave to pursue
" and husband All who know Kathy are xmpresse
“wit and charm ‘Best wishes to both
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This issue’s CODEWORD is fireresistance. The term is defined under Article 2 as "That property
of materials or their assemblles whlch prevents or retards the passage of excessive he t,,.ah

As an. example let us examlne the beam mentioned in a previous paragraph as it would need to
be handled if it were a structural member of the floor system in a building of Type 2A
. Construction. According to the code it would need to be rated or protected. against fire for 3 .period
~of 1. 1/2 hours. The UL Manual under the Fire Resrstance Ratmgs section refers us to design

boardsr argcut:. mto vario S5 prescrlbed s1zes and nstalle
“sthey beam. The: mater1a1 is: mstalled in’ varlous, this vkne

It is important to note and should be something that all building officials are cognizant of in
‘inspectingfor: structure:; pr@tectron that,  as;:is. the .case: with. most thlngs in, hfe? the level of
“protection under this:design. is: onily as g@od as the method o 1nstall
exphcrt as:to: ‘proper; procedure; nght down to the j

rtr

‘PAGE3




RECENT STATE BUILDING CODE' APPEALS BOARD DECISIONS

Sectlon 127.7.11 (Contents of Declsmns) of the code states; "Any decisnons shall not be consxdered

t oL -arp ' :
iting 'a faxlure ‘fo eomply wlth% Sectio 21@1%11 he - :
ra11 hexght The des1gn called for a helght of 24 1nches

‘as primary-means of egress“and thatﬂ it:p i ela;
grassy ar $MBoard votéd to grant’ the variahce' in-'order to: mamtam**the archxtecturalg mtegrlty -
of the building. The building official, tdoj agteed: that the: flavor of the original<design 'should;be
mamtamed and that the potentlal risk - to pubhc safety would be virtually undetectable .

employee
eparatlon of -
-falohg'wi-th

separation’ partxtxon" ccordance with Table 1d:902; The "‘pesed deSIgn showed large glass
areas within the separatlon wall The official requlred exther a redes1gn to incorporatera-full-height
ﬁwall meeting the fire gradmg criteria or the mstallatlon of fire shutters on the proposed glass areas.

-of ‘the: mtenor design: and(‘ .hat |
: o(tresolve the dxspute sthe

apphcant suggested mcorpOratrng wire glass into the des
above the windows to provide greater safety AR B

‘the init '{p"“tatlon of the bulldmg officialiand: further: cited: that the

mclusioh of wire plass only would‘fiot meet: ‘ofS 1:917.3.: With the-additionalfire
suppression system, however, accompanymg the' wire glass’ the: Board:felt ‘the intent ofrithescode

. would be maintained. Before granting a variance the Board requnred the apphcant to submlt a fire
protection plan locatmg the addttlonal sprmkler heads. -
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EL:TEST: -+ ASTM:METHOD E-84

* & attempt to stay Cuiffént with the gs ‘of!
for this issue is ASTM Standard Test Method E84 "Surface Buﬁ
Matenals“

»“ffrUnderwrlters"Laboratbrles (UL) pubhshed formal results ‘as! UL Standard 723 The UL procedure
- was coined the Stemer Tunnel Test m honor of Albert J Stemer who fathered 1ts development

applrcatrcm okaSTM E 84 test: data ‘utiderivatious sections: wrthm Artrcle 9. T@ Stter understand
the test as it relates to the code, however, a brief description of the procedure-is‘in order. .

First, the sample material is motintéd in an inivetted peésition’ within the 25’ long tunnel apparatus.
It is then exposed to a moderately severe fire exposure in the form of flame from gas jets mounted
+atione’ endsofi the ‘tunnel:: The experimenter: watehes: closely to:record: the ;progress-of :the:flame
ront, from which:the flame:spread:index is:determined: : Aismoke developed index is:also-domputed
v based on-réddings: obtained: from:a:photocell: i the ‘exhatist;stack-at/the ‘far end of -the apparatus.
= The:flame spréad-and smoke:developed-ratings: are:dimensionless: numbers, and-are based-on ithe
. performance of:ithe: material relativé to:thatof the :control:specimens, ‘red-0dk . flooting fand
' inorganic reinforced-cement board. Red oak is assigned an index of 100, and the cenient-board is
given an index of 0. These numbers have been established arbitrarily to provide a numerical index
«:by 'whichithe performance of ‘other materials ‘may. be judged.Itzis 1mportant o:note; that the results
can __ly be used as comparatlve values. , e




# TUNNEL TEST/= CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5.

These rati"ngs‘ in.;.and:; of themselves .do: "not":have‘“much meaning, but ;: n;, related 10 the

In examining test results from ASTM Method E-84 the bulldmg official should be aware that it

sis particularly good:i f-vdxstmguxshmg eomparatlveﬁ vels of one type: ‘of hazard (su face;

f wJuly 1988 CO] ,Ewom)),‘o ASTM E-
</’have:been: - developed dare , 5 Jorge
materxal can be tested to rate 1ts level of ﬂame spread and smoke developed

i httle that can be. don (o] the ipart:ofit
we can jlimit' the spread of flame and: llmlb* th

| determlned hy this test method establish one llne,;of defense: tagarnst ithe. hazards h_f raprd‘;ﬁre
spread As building officials it is vital that we understand the ASTM E84 test method, and see to
i the: enﬁorcement of: ﬂame spread requxrements contamed in:the burldmg code: These methods, like

mos :humble manner wWe: would lxke;
im the November-~ 1988 1ssue Part 1

‘this may have created.




does'not saddress th" *?E'matter spec1fica11y
& ‘ "Dotbtful Use: ‘Classification;:wemust-identify:the :"... ;use] group :
which it most nearly resembles in respect to the existingior proposed life and. fire. hazard S

Many feel that the facrhty should be: govemed by the:requirementsifora Day Ca
Code separates this use group into two categories, I-2 for the care of those 2 years and 9 months
~ and younger, and A4 for those ‘greater than 2 years and 9 months in age The regulations as set
school age child as ofie Who'is‘enrolled in kindergartén:
child enrolled in a higher grade who is not more than the

: appfoxrmately 5 yeits'o .

P
age of 14, (Specral needs chrldren shall not be more than 16 years of age)

“the programs set forth ythe" orgamzatron rare arranged to cater to this young group. Conversely,
the ] programs established for school age chrldren are desrgned for a more mature youngster

Further, use group A-4 encompasses those structures used as ", churches schools colleges and for

we find that he program is desrgned to provrde ..planned darly actrvrtres to promote the 1nd1v1dual
1, mtellectual emotional and social well- bemg and growth" This definition implies a

oston

offices in Sprmgfield Worcester, Tewksbury and Fall River - only one’ copy per party'please"
Persons seeking multrple copies of the Bulletin should contact the Board’s office in Boston The
new apphcatlon fee is $65 00. o :
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CONSTRUCTION stiJPERVIsoR’s;LICENSES’REV?"),CAHON‘S’ AND SUSPENSIONS

treated (FRT) plywood, and to related inds try and't
composition and performance of their FRT plywood products The Board’s action was prompted
by reports of premature,.r,,de datio of FRT lywood Whnle complete data on the cause of the
problém is not yet available, 10 ' em” 1
occur with certaln fire retardant chemlcals after exposure to condltlons of htgh temperature and

p

$ecking information oh the




