govem the
the. Commonwealth's

—.ihel Iaw  very specrf' icasto the qualrf' ications necessary for those who wish to serve in the capacity of a buxldnng .
‘official, and have been for some time. Toda? if’ on‘e references the- 1998 CumulatrvewAnnual Pocket Part for the
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exxstmg sections of law) he/she fi nds aén a nal qualrf‘ cation: whichdrea ] X ‘
,lssloner or local Inspector shall be certified by the board of bulldlng regulatlons

regtglatlon promulgat”éd By sdid

As most of you are aware

by\now, thrs change (known as Chapter 168 of the Acts of 1892)
&t % bes b the. ;groundwork fo
v all those who were ehglble for the

enrf e by, virfue the position held on November

(1

g .

-12, 1992).*During thi$ process, g ’i%}o rishes throughout the cities and -
towns of the Comgnonwealth The term is clear; everyone understands who is referenced when

| have seen, the term does not have meaning in the eyes of thg;,};a)v '

. Because of the difference in terms. there was some confusnon in the issuance of certificates. ‘some 1ndrv|duals

who should haye l?een lssued ce ates as lnspector f bulldlngs/bulldlng commlssloner received a centificate
~as a local Inspect ‘ ‘ ethis document is issued, all

~"governing the program They ar txtled the Rulesgan g
* Building Commiissionérs and:Liocal-inspectors. (genengaljy re
and are given the Commonweatth of Massachusetts Regulation
- regulation is enclosed with this issue for each building. official.

"el "awho 1s=interested inthe:proce

-gity and.town clerk and admlnlstrator read and understand these regulatl,ﬂ
c 143 § 3, and its amendment, ¢ 168 of the Acts of 1992) ' F

engrneers all“demand ngld
stibe qualrfed in line with

A\burldlng cft" cral is also charged with a great duty,
‘ ‘of: "‘fbullding official:also must der onstrate h
the:zrequirement:ft :

However, the most important aspect of

antirted study, the bulldlng offi cxal is kept:abrea:
: ‘Becrphenng Borfusing’éode language, and, most'
to ensure the building code is enforced conSIStentry throughout

- City 6f Boston's' buulding department sometlme ind

made great progress since that time, but the
b lilding code enforcement oﬂ"cxal is answered wrth the rules and regulatlbnS”goJernlng cémf‘catro

that of pubhc safety. With thé endctment of Chaptar! 68 of




' THE STANDING CERTIFICATION COMM!TTEE

conductrng rntervrews pertammg)to the certrf' catlon process ,
this, the Board would .like:to: introdUce each;member and- offer;
_demonstrated by each. :

The commiittee is cOmprised of nine members,six of:whom are building officials; they are:

zMaﬂhlen’a'&Mulvey;-zseuilding.:%EQOmmisg»iqoerﬁfrom:.thesgitya of Qui
‘representing ;the'?Massachusetts-rBuilding ﬁGommissioner’s Associz

¢ Danlel Q’Sul"van Local Inspector from the City of Springfi jeld and vice-chairman 0 the commrttee -
: jrese lng the Burldmg ‘Officials of Westem Massachusetts < appomted to a four. (4). year term,.

’Davld Thyng, Bunldmngommrssroner from the:Town ofs B-rewster representrng the Southeastem-:Burldlng
Officials Association - appointed to a three (3) year term,

Ny

e Donald York, Local mspector from the!City'of Holyoke member *at large’ - appomted to atwo (2) year
term, v

V’Robert’BetH Inspector of Burldrngs .xfrom,the Town of'-Datton 'J""mernber tle
(3) year term, shont sriend bty

)r

o o Paul Sharon, Town Manager for the Town of Ashland - representlng the Massachusatts
5 i ﬂ- appornted toa'three (3) year term. :

_appointed to a four ( ) year term,

inimirm: of: forty-ﬂve (45) hours of contrnumg educatxon
'on There are some courses currently ava:lable

' bé‘unsure as: to the credrt value assrgned to these
‘courses. Therefore this list will attempt to identify ali courses thatare ‘considered:acceptable as. educatronal credit
towards continued certific catron _

Probably-the' most' important question  answered with this will:district and/or: aSsocratron. meeﬂh;qs count
towards continued education? The answér-to this’ qUesnon Is,'yés, althotigh theicommitteahas.not-established
a def‘ nmve value for these engagements For now rt is wise to mamtam a leglble attendance sheet for each -

ﬁAees

-

Robert=Anderson, staffﬁto the‘Boardsof»Bundmg Regulaflonsaand Standar ,s desngnee for the Board -




» 7 WORK - 'CONTINUED
anbe checked off as theimeetings:pass;: rather than
fe‘three'(a) year 'clo’ck‘ will not Start tlcking until. thls :

Yl

%bu1ld|ng ofﬁolal who ¢
method for malntalnxng and enel‘s cemﬁcatlon

sy
S

, v befdre-@ach; appllcant is notifie ed.as to hlS status.
So please be patlent at least untll the beglnntng of July. If after this time you have not received a response to
e Boardiof: Building’ Regulatlons and Standards for an. update

ol & NS e “ _

v MEETTHE BOARD)

Sometlmes, the most diffi cult thing to understand about a process or profession is its tenmnology Nearly avery
" protéssion maintaing ‘a jargon thatiis :uniqueito: its fembership... The language- rs;not often. drfflcult but often
confusing if you are not attuned to the facts. . ‘

Many titnes "enétis tontused a5 to the make-upa :ofs a~certain:board -or ~committee 'or»tastto'.ftheir authority ~
Anachronisms such as BBRS are freely used in our office and repeated outsrde the oﬁ' ice, often times recemng
. looks of puzzlement in return

50

: P ‘ ode, and thlS
was once true. However this is no longer the case. ThlS commrttee has been defunct since the earty 1880's.
‘Now the promulgator ofthe ‘code: ls the:BBRS: (Beard -of: Bulldlng Regulatrons .and,Standards) e

Therefore, in an effort to clarrfy any confusion that may exist and to bnng the Board of Building Regulations and
Standards (BBRS or the Board) to a *human’ scale, this and subsequent-editions of. CODEWQRD will introduce
the legal mechanism which establlshed the Board will explam rts statutory membershlp, and will prof ile the
backgrounds of eachimeniber,: S R s ;

R, History)

e

FelloWlng the"demlseéof the%Bunldlng CoderGommission; Chapt
: ;ns legrslatxon estaphshed th.
(BBHS ad outlined the rulest, »
the adeption and admlmstratlon off the Stat

were te adopt rtsgoWn butldlng code The»BBHS S an g}. CY. v
reports: dlrectly torthe;Secretary:of. Publlo Safety, Thomas; CiR:




‘ Inspectlohs iforthe: Drvxsion of Inspectlons, bepartrnent 0 Pub! o

* The other nine (9) members are appointed by the Govemor.  They represent the following pro esstons a
" Registerad Architect Archrtect ‘a Registered ‘Mechanical En: 'meer' a Reglstered_\St cturalEn )meer'“ ,-QB,uuldlngtTrade
Commerei 1gs;- ont One 6 Tuo

Mr Thomas L. Rogers, by vnrtue of h|s posmon as Chxef of lnspectlons is also the Administrator to,

an ex officio member. Mr. Rogers began his service with the Board in September of 1992, Tom possesses
extensive kriowledge of building construction :and :building regulation, attained through his years as Assistant
Bunldlng Commtssroner in the crty of Boston and as manager at the Boston Water and Sewer Commission, Tom

: 7;| 140 ] .
contxnued educatxon of bunldnng off‘ cials (and constructlon supervrsors) ‘are his pnm
th Board Consequently Tom is eager to see the certification process in full swing.

Kauffman has had a dlstlngurshed career at the Natlonal Flre Protectlon
one years at NFPA, Jim helped develop behavioral techntques for avo:dlng human error infi ghtlng fires, in public
;'safety matters and ln emergency medlcal situations. -Jim:als panic.behavior

contractor regxstrant data. postmgsaofﬁmportarrt meetlngs and seml ars:and:ey S. the,late
the oode Suoh plans take tlm money and effort and wil! not hkely happen ovemlght ut, knowmg

Since we are on the subject both the Board of Buﬂdmg Regulations and Standards and the Departmentgof Public
Safety are pleased to announced that each has hlred some new staff who are mvolved wrth issues ot the building
code. , s . S

PAGE §




ctor Registr & o
supervrsors (the Licenss’ Revnew Cotiifittee process)i ‘Ken's coel demeanor. wm play an. lmport ]
these tasks.

S

John ls statloned in the Boston office at Ashburton Place and is in charge of the Bosfon ‘distnct. Genels settling
mto hIS office-an |s\assrgned the Spnngf ield Dnstnct. Fmally, Joe is shakrng thlngs up in the Pittsfield

ionless sandy and smy rsorls cons:stxng ef a; Iarge decrease in
anle ’by large deformations under either:static or.cyclic

faps srnce this: def nmen may: be more

g (-} capable; ef suppe, arge load
"=is orie hundred (100} tons:pi *'square foot.- Q v,ersety.
3ly sma bearing ‘capacities.:: Lo
ntified as-class nine (9) matenalsﬂnﬁheltable férinstance,'can-provide a; beanng ap
only one (1) ton per square foot. As one may expect, along with its modest strength, these:materials:
to other factors that may further reduce their capabilitie One such factor is llquefactlon.

~ Uniform, f‘ ne sand, in partncular, is subject to llquefactlon The condition exlsts dueto a strong presence of water
oil: »%This hqund can ereate a number ef preblems wrthzrespect te}theasorl earing:strengths The

Because these soils are susceptlble to Hquefactlon does not mean that they . cannet; be_‘utllrzed etfe Iy asa

‘bearing stratum. Section 1113.8 and Figure 1113.2 of the code provide means to identify soils thatJ may be
susceptible to liquefaction based onitHe; depthitd the . water table and the blow counts. Recognizing that

something may be a problem is often the best way to avert any future difficulty. - Such is the case with

iy,




s aay

"BEYOND THE' CALL:OF DUTY

Whnle he was outside the building,
motronrng desperately. Tony hesitated for a moment, unsure of her predicament, then ran towards the woman
(Lida Moser) to discover she was. choking. on;her breakfast food,. Tony immegdiately performed the Helmlich

. maneuver and dlslodged the fragment that was causing the chokmg Tony ‘alse helped to calm the trightened

' naMs:. » M e £ ch.a ¢ i earby nthelncrd nt took

Also, rts rs our pleasure,;to announge that: Mr Bnan Gore,y P E and Technlc r.to.the Bo:
g ils and Cod Ad inistrator

g | & ) 5 rp ) 9 e.BUlair d
nterpretat gisieh .endered by the full Board of Building: Regdlatlons and: Standar s.as.t ol
readlng of a partrcular section of code..;AniOfficial Interpretation i§ sparked: by:a written inquiry from, am nldmg
.official, attorney, or anyone else who may be unc!ear as to the language of the code. As the promulgating agency

 'interpretatiori‘e
man's or women's oplnlon

rtérpretation is ""so based upon extensive’ research on: Wthh the opinionis developed:: However, an
‘bef“ e'- the fullfBoard at one of its: regular meetmgs to ensure that the: Ianguage ,

The last set of amendments to the burldrng code were lssued and became effectrve on June 18; 1992 The Board
will soon compile a list of the changes that were presented and ultimately approved through its public hearing
process since that date,-and will issue a further set of amendments Sometime this summer. Please ensure that -
your building codes are up-to-date by rnsertmg this information in the proper position upon receipt. Of course,
it is always a wise idea to retaxn the old pages of the code so” that changes maybe traced i necessary
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e'Stite Buildinig Code foratitormatio fite wamxng

“systems, the final authority for such a declision rests under state law with a munlclpalhy’s buliding Inspector, ,

not thNlte ﬂre chlef [emphasrs added]

"exclu rty”;to determme what satrsf ieg” the requxrements of: the»State Buxldxng Code
for automatic fire warning systems.- We conclude, conformably with a decision of the:StateBuilding: Code Appeals
Board d :the decnsron_of a Supenor Court judge on review under G.L. ¢ 30A, § 14, that the final authority to

‘ 3\ vhat ¢ tés comphance with the'Code resides With the: building’ inspector ofthe mumc:palrty, wha
ge s the commiseuoner of b‘uﬂdmgs and housnh@ (th A !

Technology (M.L.T.). Although the arcana [mystery] ‘cof‘tHe Code:displte :are interesting; we:doubt thatrit will
advance the jurisprudence of the Commonwealth to elaborate upon them. Distilled, the question is whether, as
the fire chief insists, the Code réquirés sprinkler flow idevices, corinécted to an annunciator panel which would

: show the zone in which an- alarm had been actrvated -oras the: burldlng oﬁ" cral ruled [t satisfies the Oode to install

What the fire chlef fixes upon is a one: serrtence parag aphinG ,:§:268. as'appeanng 75,
§ 2 whlch provrdes 'The head of the f ire department as defi ned |n sectlon one shall enforce the provusxons of this

dnd the Board.: THe' Code'interpretation:problem, a:matter, Janc: sic.examp
technical knowledge:of an:administrativeiagency: comes to'bear: and should ot be:disturbed.in the absence of

powerful evidencs to the contrary. We found no such evxdence in the record of this case.’

_Although the court's decnsnon is strong and decxsrve we understand that it will be challenged stlll further to the
i State Supreme Court. ;

“The dbjett ot the con‘troversy*'-lsva Hormitory cehstruction project undertaken: by: theiMassachusettssInstitute of

e"oorrecthess of the mterpretatlon ef the f ire wamlng system@provnsnons ,of e Gede ader y e commlssnoner'

'
¢




;‘”“1-3) in"ordar fo aéh]eve a mnmmum. acceptabis eveiﬁ'of lig !

building is truly relying on this open space (or yard) to accomplish'these 3ls, “This'isthe’ lmted*Scope

- of the requirement. If one reads further in the code he/she finds under Sections 705.0 and 709.0 that light and
“ventilation may be achieved artifi cnally V,age is the most confusing.)

sprinklered building. The corisultant refterated that the building i$ panially'-supfpréssed-*and that the'b,asement
... and.first floor are constructed of fire-resistarnt mategﬁals (the remaining of the building is Type 4A, Heavy Timber).

ity

additional safe- guards buift lnto the structure, he contmued make it a safe environfiént’ toi’h’ se e'addmonal
people.

No testimony was offered by the local building department.” However the Appellant stated that"'hé was given
authorization to express the SUppC h the local buildi ent as well as the local f re department.

‘The Board found that the building o n: of Secnon 635.4.4 of the State Building
Code. The Board was |mpressed with the addmonal safety precautxons that were afforded the occupants in lieu
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ofa test run with elderly or young occupants increases the time of exit, ,but even w:thc the increas :
compares well with that requured by the bunldlng code. - : :ﬁ R

This issue’s Term of the:Trade is a-seriessof terms;;malfeasance, mlsfeasarﬁe, and.nonfeasance. Accordlng
to the Legal Aspects of Code Administration, 1984 edition, printed by the ‘Building Offi cials and Code
- Administrators;Intemational (BOCA), the.Intematjs ga;iconferen,ge of. uuldlng Officials. (ICBO), )
Building Code Congress Intemnational (SBCCI) maH’easan S, the
done at all* (the act is wholly illegal); misfeasance is "the i lmproper domg of an act which fhay lawfully be done"
and nonfeasance is *the failure to do somethmg which should have been. done®. :

”!"Nonpayment of taxes; an extreme and truly fnghtenlng example of no’nfeasance. iniylly ayare |
mcome taxes must be paid each year. However, some of us may be tempted to avoid such respons:bulmes at
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