




Andrea Newman

Thank you for the opportunity to speak. My name is Andrea Newman, and I live in Amherst.
In 1992 when I was a student at Univ of Colorado at Boulder, I became a serious road and
mountain biker. Since 2003, my outdoor activities, including hiking and biking, have been 
greatly restricted due to having a mobility impairment. I have severe complications from a
significant leg length discrepancy that was underdiagnosed in the 1970s due to imaging
technology available at that time.

I love being in the outdoors, and it has been difficult to not be able to access it like I once did. This past August, 
my family went on a trip to Boulder, CO. I rented a pedal-assist e-Bike [Class I] and was able to join my 
husband and daughter on the bike paths, both paved and unpaved. I used pedal assist to help go up hills and on 
longer outings when my legs needed help.
The state of Colorado classifies pedal assist E-Bikes as Class 1 and allows them on bike paths and trails, with 
local jurisdictions deciding appropriate access. In Boulder County class I E-Bikes  are allowed on certain multi-
uses paths and certain regional and open space trails. However, for people experiencing mobility impairments, 
Boulder County allows Class 1 pedal assist E-Bikes on many additional paths and trails as they want these people 
to be able to enjoy similar access  to the outdoors.
I understand the concerns behind the proposed DCR regulations. I have some concerns about the proposed 
legislation.

• First, the regulations do not distinguish among the different categories of e-Bikes. For the
class I I plan to buy, the power is available only when I am pedaling and the power cuts
out above 20mph. By contrast, I see many road bikers going above 20mph like my
husband. 

• .Second. Class 1 E-Bikes should be permitted on appropriate bike paths and trails. 
• Third, why is there a restriction on Class 1 e-Bike access to roads that have since become

closed to motorized access?
• ,Fourth, I am wondering if someone on the DCR E-bike policy c9!11111!ttee has a mobility

impairment. - So � w.JJ, :;.,...,-L �� {).-.. 11\M)l.:i,li°!:j l""f� 

I hope that the proposed regulations can be modified to strike a better balance for allowing
people to regain access to paths and trails while continuing to sustainably manage them.










