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Dear 'Clerk Stanton, 
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Fax(617)51J.OI1.7 

.www:liostonha1·.org. 

June 12,,.2015 

'JUN 1 :~ 2fih 

On· behalf'ofthe Hoston Bar Association (BBA), I thank ym.1 for the 
opportunity to comment on·the public accessibility of comt records. I applaud. 
the process being followed by l11eTrial Cmu1 P~tblic .Access· to Cout1 Records 
Committee (Committee), and.am thankful for the opportunity to provide 
gen~ral ~ommet)ts'on this. isstJ.e.for this hearh1g, 

Historically>·. attorneys, pro Se litigantSi· members of the press, ~nd pub.Jic We.l'e 
all able to .access ccnJi·t.docket information online· at \V\V\Y.ma~tl'ialcourts;org 
by requesting a usernanw and password from the. courts. However, with the 
instaliation of the new W\VW.masscomts.org ·J?i.'bgrain1 whiCh t'equil'es a Boatd 
ofBarOverseers(BBO) nmnber to log in, court dockets 1u·e now on.ly 
accessible by attorneys. 

The :BaA is poucented that this ch$nge.threatel1s equal acce.ss tojttstice for 
·pro se litigants, who will have a harder time accessing case it:~fonnation. It 
·also limits access-for. the public a11d members of the media, which is-an iss~1e 
the .BBA thiilks ·is· important and will be studying in the future when the· new 
.rule is drafted anct C:irCtllated fOl''COmli1ent. We do note that the proposed shift 
places Massachusetts behind runny states and the federal PACER system, 
vihich allow onlihe public access to c.omi dockets and.doctnnents. 

The BBA hopes that the Conm1iitee will devise a nile providing broad online 
access to coq~t dockets and documents consistent with its history of 
accessibility and the fair administration ofjustice. 
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· We look forward to contitnting to be part of the proc~ss once the Committee drafts a rule. Thank 
y9u.f6r providi11g inetril;er$ ottl1e bat' with an opportUnity to weigh i11 on thi$ important-Issue, 
and plea~e.Jeel free:to contact me should you have· any questions or concems, 

Very truly ym1rs, 

htiia Hl1sto11 
Presiden.t 
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