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' : _. ‘Comments concermng access to pubhcly ava11ab1e court case records over the

_ pnvacy, mrsuse of perso alfmforrnatlon and threa‘ts to the1r personal safety These mterests s
. .. .Clearly outwe1gh the, pubhc s mterest m a free ﬂow of mformat1on over the mternet For thls and e
Cun other reasons hsted below, we reS]

t,sault'an Dorestic ~
2y 18 direct services: to
L vrctuns and 1 ,rvrvors of sexual , d domestlc vrolence JDI advocates for responsrble pubhc :
o policy, promotes collaboratron, ralses pubhc awareness, and supports: its member orgamzatlons
to. prov1de comprehenswe prevent10n and intervention services. The victims, and survivors of -
in domestrc vrolence served by IDI’s member programs are frequently ‘mvolved in a ,




~e1ders 1

contaln m'a court- do et or 1lc could be “11k .
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victims. Through drrect legal services, staff and pro bono attorneys help restore victims' llves

" after an: attack ensuring that they may stay in school protectmg their pnvlleged and conﬁdentlal :

mental’ health medlcal and education records; preserving their employment marntammg safe
Housing; securing or maintaining thelr immigration status; and 'swi ftly accessing victin -
compensation and other benefits.

Boston Area Rape Crisis Cen’ter. ARCC) is one of the first rape crisis centers in'the
United States to advocate for and: support survivors of sexual assault. BARCC’s mission is.to end.
sexual v101ence through heahng and soc1al change II?gARCC provrdes compreh_ensrve sexual

- ,programmmg:rs ased n survrvors vorces, research-, and best ;practlces learned over a 42-year
' _'hrstory of workm : AR et R ! A

end sexual v101ence

The Second ep_ is‘a. comprehenswe program for survivors of domestlc violence:
Founded in 1992, The ‘Second Step offers. transitional housing, advocacy, safety plannmg,
mentoring; children’s programs, legal representation, and an array of supportlve services for
farmhes transmomng away’ from abuse.

Northeast Legal Aid and the N ortheast T ustice Center are not—for—proflt legal aid

,programs ‘that collaboratlvely provlde civil legal services:to low-income. and. elderly residents of
northeastern Massachusetts: Among NLA’s and NJI C’s clients. are vulnerable groups: such as
‘'victirs of the most st

rious domestic vrolence (mcludmg those at the hrghest risk of bemg
murdered by their abuser ;'physxcally and. mentally dlsabled people children of all ages: and frail
A and NJC offer.a wide variety of legal services to these '8roups suchi as divorce,
ustody, support abuse preventron conservatorshrp, guardlanshrp, and ﬁnanc1a1

patermty, _

explortatlon preventron

1 The Federa.l Vrolence Agamst Women Act ( “VAWA”) Prohlbrts Internet Pubhcatlon of

! the registratlon ,or:fllmg of a protectlon order, restrammg order, or mjunctxon in...the .
-lssumg or enforcmg State:. ..., ‘if such publlcatlon would be hkely to publicly reveal the
y or 1o h‘_of the party protected'iunder such order A 18 USC § 2265(d)(3)

to reveal the 1dent1t or-‘locatlon of the

v Thls mcludes matters pursuant to'G. L c. 209A G L. c. 208 §§ 18 34B G L c. 209 § 32 GL.¢. 209C §15
heard iri the Probate and Family Couxt and Chapters 209A and 2588 heard in the Superior Court, District Court and
Boston Mumclpal Court Departments and Chapter 258E matters heard in the J uverule Court : .




party protected” For example, revealmg a defendant’s name can ﬂag a v1ct1m who is marned to
or otherw' assoc1ated w1th the defendant Anyone farmllar w1th the defendant can often easﬂy

o Courts wo“ d"be requlred to rev1ew thousands of dl\‘/orce, separate support and Chapter 209C
files to deterrmne ‘whether the case contains a past or present Domestlc Relatlons Protectlve
order and to redact VAWA protected mformatlon = - :

: Probate and Family. Court domestlc relatlons cases are cross-referenced:wrth any pnor or
: exrstlng orders of protectlon cases and are often. consohdated with other: matters concermng the
~same parties and families. Online avallablhty of domestlc relations matters:is not just “hkely

p pubhcly reveal 1dent1fy1n_gt and locatton 1nformat10n of v1ct1ms, 1t 1s gt_laranteed to do so As such, o ‘

?
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8 B Survrvors and Thelr Chlldren are Jeor ardxzed b Pubhc Access to Restranun : Order and
v"Domestlc Relatlons Cases ' e R -

: ,Abuse preventlon and domestlc relatlons case ﬁles contain- sensmve mformatlon that
. should not be made pubhc to protect the privacy. a_nd safety. interests of victims and survivors.
Such ﬁles can contam sworn statements (affidavrts) outhmng potenually embarrassmg 1nt1mate

L fﬁle documents with allegatlons th "patently false in an effort to gam control over 11t1gat10n S
. with the victim. Often, ¢are and. custody of children’is:a central issue in thiese matters and courts -
try to take pains to prevent chrldren from bemg harmed by court proceedlngs ‘However, with
unfettered access to dockets and records, these chrldren will.be exposed to information that can .
" be psycho ogically devastatlng and cause-strife i their relationships with their parents Worse, if -
- the informatioi is discovered. by others and dlssemmated cluldren may become the unwrttlng
L v1ct1ms of pubhc sharmng, nd1culeand bullymg;‘ i B C _

,Vnology to further thelr aJms of malntammg
s var1ety of: telephone survelllance, and
€;.coerce; and monitor f -and cur _
- 1nt ¢ part ] t1p1e emails or text messages a day, momtonng S
©avictim’s: omputer act1v1ty ‘with Spyware trackmg the location-of a victim’s vehicle using GPS,“- L
N watchmg the v1ct1m through hrdden ‘cameras; 1ntercept1ng phone calls and: messages, and




vivor poses'a»threat to-the workplace or,that the employee s “faimly drama” w1ll lead -

“to unsatlsfactory work., performance orexcessive absences. Landlords may believe that the abuser
- will cause trouble at the property or that the victim has no financial stability and willbean

: unrehable rent payer'.- Onhne court docket 1nformatton from the Housmg Court 1s already used by
: £ o 4 th

' The Probate and Farmly Court hears cases mvolvmg 1ncapac1tated persons and mmor
' ,_'chlldren such as guard1ansh1ps, “Rogers ‘cases; and conservatorshlps ‘District courts also handle
© civil comnutment proceedlngs The very nature of these cases flags the ex1stence of mental

6, Inte G 'omestlc Relauons and. Abuse Prevent10n Cases Would Increase the | S
T R Use of Case Related Infoxmatlon for Pumoses Unrelatcd to The ngatlon or Pubhc




C ~'Today technology has nabled data brokers to amass vast amounts of 1nformat10n to .. B
"~ aggregate and:use for comme rcial interests. Brokers complle and sell information' gathered LI
- from multrple sources includmg,,court records Once a:victim’s mformatmn 18, remotely lifted = -
. from a court: flle, there is:no way to control further dissemination. of the data, correct efrors in
iewed by others, or ways to expunge the mformatlon from these mynad
oo databases Pro ding this information-to data brokers does not in any way further the court
T :oversr ’ht !pubhc 1 ohcy reasons for access to court ﬁles ‘ ;L R
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