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·. .·. C9J:Ii¢el1tS ;c:oriceJliii1g; access to publicly ayailable court CaSe records oV:er the 
;.iiltemet: · ·. · ·.. · · ., · ···. ·• ···· · ·· ··· · · · 

· ·. ,'Thesy ~c>mmerttslare;c.~ll¢ctiy~Iy in~bniitted ~y-seven agencies that:ptqvid~ ·chrillegai·· . 
. ·s~rvices.:a:nd!o! o~er dir~ct;services, t9 •viCtims ()fd,omestic:violence; sexual ~sault, .. ,aitd.stiilldhg .. · .. ·.· 
• : •. ·.. : • . "~ • •.• . . . • . •· . •.• .• • : . ~ ·-··· •. l. • . . •. . • . . . • . ; -· • . . ·.·•. • • ' 
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. . Yic~im~ l:lQd ·sun'ivgrs ~ofdowestic ab11se:apd s~x11~ ass~ult apd their clrildi:en; Yl11nerable 
elderS)trid iricap~:tcii.ate~J ~d!!Its have a y~stedjnter~sdn ,prote¢tii}g them~el'ves frOiil' inv:a_slons of· 
privacy'*~suse ·or personal jnfortt1atio~ and tme~ts to :their. personal safety. Tiles~ interests . 

. clearly ,out\yi~igh, the public''s 'inte!est In a{reeJlo'\\f. qf irifo~tion over. the. internet. .For this and 
· .. other rc;:asolis:listed,b~lo\V, w~tespectrullY,reqqest that}lO il!f()pnatioilfro~.PfOb~te:ai!d Family 

, , . 'Court t:~~s •. pistric(Qquft, Super] or ~~;nirt.aqd B()~toQ.:Muiti.cfpiil CourtJiJN{C) abu$e pr~yentio.11 
' ·· ·case.s, c~~pter ~5-~E c~~s; &nd :~~yitpommittri~n~:pr~ceedings.J:!e :availaqle t(): tlie:puWic. ~mline~ .. 

·; · < hre~t~r.i3ostoht;e~a1·se~icies <GBLStis -~,lfonprofiti~gaim~iprogranHha(~provides free 
'·. · legalassis~anc::e,ih{Civiitn~tteisioio\V-mcome.mdi~iCiuaJ.s anq'groups. in Bost&n.anil thiftY-one .. · · . 
. . · .s11ITOl1nclhig dtl¢~·:and towns., GBL$~;:offers a: filli;.range ofleghl ~sistaiiPe iqcluding \Jqt;npt, 

· ·IJmite.d. to.clo~est!~JelaUons maUers'illvolvirtg:cate,~d cq_stody ofchildr¢n, -ab11se prevention, 
. divorce; p~ternity,·fnianc~al ~suppqrt,·cpnsenratorship, guardi~ship, and fiqariciare~ptoitation of 

.. eldets:pr.even,tion.: The·GBi,:-8, f:?runil~ U~ Unit.repf~s¢nts· countless 'ViCotitlls of domestic: . 
, vioience,,elder.abtlSe,·and'sexuru assault in Probate··and'E'amily CourtS and·the;Distrlct and· · 
·: ·, Bosio~:Munl~ipafCo~_rts. GBUS· Attorneys' ~sq ·have &afied legislati()n; 'iuithored publications, 

att~ provi4~d.9oll11I!u~~ty trainings on ~e}aw ret~ted-to·dome~tic relations·, f~y violenc~~ 
elder law,: and disabled children· and·adults.- · · , . · , : ··' · 

. . . . · J~~,~~e. m6 .. ;J~~. ~e MassacHus~tts· ~~~ition' A~~st Se~u~A~sa~Ii ~d'Domestic 
·violence;, js,~·'s~t~wtd~·:qrg'Mj~~ti<l.~ offf{cy'"s~veq· prognmis that proyid~·d4:~t serV,~¢esto 
yictims, rutCfS).1rViVors· Of,S~X11al ;Eifld Qomestic Viol~n~e~ ii?J ~VQCa~&'for f.~Sponsible p~bllc 
policy, prottiotes colhiboration, r~ses;~puhlic ~wai"eness~ :and' supports its. member orgatrizations 
to .ptovide'cbmprehensive preven~~P.:' and)~terv~ri~on s~cyipes~ The vietijris, arid. s~iyors of 

. . ~exuai:8Ildr49inestic.'vio1erice·ser;V~d }'Y JDI:s m~mber progr~ are f~qJ.tently.inyblved ip. a 
· .. viulety of<(~1Jit .. se~g$o~(f:pfiv~y:Rlld·~orffiq~I\t1~~:Y· :is es~~nti&\.t¢ tlieif ~~ety ~#fi..4.s~~WitY~ 

' • r, • .;" .•·~:: • -.~:'>' >: < ',~ ~ •".'·>'< :, '· -.. > -.. • 4 L ' ~ •.;, r, ?:: 

· . ·. . . \iietini Rights':ri~~ :center"fVRECl .w~.~~tab1i~h~diri.2po:fas thl,t1tstti6nprofitlaw: 
·· :centet:ilr ilie n#tiq~:sq.lely, 4edic~t~~:,£o"serying·t!i~:tibeds of.ta~: ¥cl si:fjl~t~'satiif .. , / ,: , : , . ;; ... · .. · . . •.. 
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v~c:~iin~t. ~qjlgb,; c;l~ec:flegal ·$eryic:e.s, stllff ~4 Pl'O _bo_~o- ~~OIPe;Y& ~help restore victixns''lj~_es 
after 'an att~ck;· ensurhrg that !Qey may stay in school; protectipg their·ppvileged and confidential 
meiital:heal~, medica,land educatiop. records; preserVing ilieir employment; jilaintaihing s'afe 
housing; securing or -IIlaiillairting the,itJmtnigration. statUs; and :swiftly accessing viCtim 
COIIlpensatimi and other benefits. · 

Boston Area Rape .Crisis Center CBARCC} is one of the flrst rape crisis centers in :the 
United States to advocate for and support silrv'~vgrs of sexual assaulc B~GC' S· miss~ on is to end. 
sexual. violepce throt1gh healing _and' social tli~ge~ B~C.C prdv!des coinpf~h~nsive sex11al 
~-~aMlt: $ei"Vi.¢~§,Jnc:!¥WPg Je.g~. ~voc_apy, ·tg QY~rJ$;0-QO·$.\lfV~vor~. Ja,m.ili~~h-~t>~J.nlity · . . 
ine.mqe.rs,. ~d,prof~ss.ig~~s e~ll. y~ar~ inl3os!()J:l :$4 Ule. :zs; sq_rroui)Qillg-_cqn,rltninities: :Qi'\RCC's · 
.prqgralmning·i~--base4on survivors' voi.ces,· research, and'bes{practices lea.lned .over a :iJ2~year 
historyoiworldng;to ,end sexqal viol¢n~. , < ·· - • • · ·· • ·· · 

. . . . : . · .. ,•·.· -'~:-::t:' .·... : . . .. ·' ·, . 

The Second St~p:is ·~ compiehen~jve progrWtt fqr sqrviv6rs ofdoril,~~tic.·violence; 
Founde.d iir 1992, The-Second Step offers:transltional.housing, advocacy, sat'ety planning, 
mentoring,. children's programs, legal representation, and an array of supportive services for 
families trailsidoriirtg awayfrom: abuse. 

- . 

Northeast :Legal Aid and the Northeast Justice Center. ~e m>t:-for-"pr6f1t legal, aid 
programs Uiat COllCl:hOr~ti¥¢ly'proyicle civil legal ser.v~ces;tolow,-income and elderly residents of 
no$e·astei1rMassachuse,tts~ Among NLA' s andNJC''s clients are:vultietable groups·sq'tb as 
:victiins otthe·-most'seri(>\Js domestic violeric~ (iitc~tiding those at the highesttiskofbeing~. 
niQrd.e¢cfby their abus~r)',._physlcally and:ment~y disabled pe.bple~ children qta.I ages, and frail 
elae~~ ;1%5\ and NJG ()f~er a wide vapety _of leg1!Js,ervi~es to these· groups ~u~h ~ divorce, 
p~~ern!ty, 'custody, sqpport; a,bus,e pi"evention, conservators,hip, guardianship, aiJ,d tinanciaJ 
exploitation pr¢ventiori. · · · · · · · · 

· 1. .. The 'Federru Violence Against 'Womeri.Act ("V :A WA") Prohibits Iiitemet Publication of 
KeiProteciion:brder Iilfonnatfon,. ·:. · · - · ' · . . .. ·· .. · · · · · -· · . · 

.. ~i~A:pid~;d~~:~af:~~,;fd~htity an4lo:cation of:prot~fed.J>irsJ#s may ~ot. Jje published . 
. -, publicall}i,on'·tli~'iotem¢t: - . . -···. ·· , . < 

-· •. "~it; State_._.··: .- sh4Jl,nQOn.dJ. ~vail~ple~publi¢lyoxi the' Intern~~ any,infoilnation r~garding 
the. registi:atiop .or filing ofa-protectioh o.r.der; restraining order, odlljunctionjn ~· -.. the 
is~uing .or· ertforeing·'state:; ; ., if such publica~ion would be likelf to publicly r~veal the 
1d~D:tit:{6t -to:daiion of the ,PattY protecte'd 6nder'$udf .order~ .. ·~" is usc §· 2265(d).(3)~ 

•• • • • • •• • • ,. • •• ' J • • • •• • • ~ • • 

TlPs.;ine~s.(h~k~t~ p1Inlm11JW cpurt<foqk¢ts.shoul~~notn().~the name·praddress of any 
person w}lo .appiies·'f()Fan·Q'ider ofPJ:()te<;tion fi'O.tn.: abuse:orharassm:ent from ariytria(court; 1 

Irifomiatiori ''lik¢1Y tq 'pliblidyt¢.vehlth~·- identify· or:lo~ati6n of ih~ party: protected" ·could : 
., include- ihforma:tioli'~eyoildthinramc$-d ~ad4fes~, ofthe,:petitih.tier 6ecause.oili¢r iriformation 
cont~~a iii'~ GOUrt doclee.t or~td~ could ))e -~'lik¢iy . ~ :to r.ev~alth¢: i4~ntity·or1ocatiot1 OJ the 
·: C_ ·•··~, -':> ·."'.·· ... -·.·.;<·;.··~·-··;·~·-;·,'·- .. ··:·: .. ·.·._ .. · ,·,, : >'':.:::··', ~ ··- .... .' '., ·c,·:. ,·_ : ' 

1 This indu4es matte~s pursu!mito·G.t .. c .. 209;A, G.L. c .. 208, §§ is:34B, GL. ~ .. 209~ § 32, o:L. c: 209C, § 15 
heard in ihe~Probkte and Falllily Comfand Chapters 209A and 25!!E heard in the Superior Court, District Court and 
Boston :MunicipatCourt DeJ>artments and Chapter 25SE matters heard in the J uvtmile Court. - . . .. 
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pru;ty prote~ted'~. F~r eJtapiple, tevehlii)g a defertdant''s mune:can flag a vic~ •who is married. to 
or gthe~i~c;,; assochit~g with tJ:ie 4~fendant!2 Anyone· fafilili~ with the defe~~antcari often easilY 
qeter_mliie,-tite:pame. qfcthe. petitioner•RevealiiJ.g a: v~nue or .Co\lll locatiotl proyides-a ¢lear. 
indicatio:Q of Ioiatioli ofthe petitioner! . . - . . . . . . . 

.:: . -.. , .. ·,. .·. : . ~- :~~r_.'. .. . . , . -

_ duipter 2.09.A.- ot~e(s aie_not the only.-type of pro~ctiye orders _that:filll ooder· the VAWA 
rubp~.{I?oroe~tlc rela..t,fons ~ases c~:AA4 clo in:V9tve allega#ol1~ pfa!l\l.se ~d. 9ther ~~treattpimt. 
among fanuiy _membets· .. Motions ancl-requests fQr Pom~sti_c R~lations. rrqte<;tive Orders • •· 

. (DRPO~s} putsmmtio~d:L.:c~ 208,.§.§ 'l&, 32,. and.3.4B ;(the divdrce:and_.-separa..te,,suppqrt:statutes) . 
aiJd.n.L. 20QC; · §: l5:(the UQIIlarried pa'rertts St~iute);ate noted· Qrt the docket pf~tb6se; cases; .· .. ._ . 

·. Court~ -wouldl>¢ reqlilied ·to-t'ev!eW,thousartds-of.'divorce, ·separate. support in.d Ch~pter, 209C 
{iles to deteniu.rie w~etlier _the CaSe c:ontainsa_past or presentl?omestic R,eiatiOilS Pi:ot~iive 
order_ and,to redact VAWA protected informa..tion. · · · ·· 

. ·. . ..··• -: .· :O~strict:.Coort8 and the B¥C:isstie protective .orders putsuanno Chapters 209A(Abuse . 
, Prevention<'P,Lqi) ari4 :~s8E;(~e~l!nti~ll~~sm~nt:statute);~ ~any- v!c~. of seJ[u_ai :aisau}t are not. 

· ·• ellgibi~ :f0_r the· prot~cti~ris of'Ch,.ap~r 2p9Abut -ca,n_g~treli~f 1Jpder CJl.ap~er~SSE. bi~roc~ 
.. ¢our_ts ·and' the BMC.Alierefdre,, ~e:obligated: U.114~r YAW ii to Jalce: mea8iu:~s t~i'be $ufe.that no 
· infori:Iia~onlike~y t6le~~t0' th~ identity or locati9n: of victimsJs.r~l~~¢<I,,online. - · · · · 

? •••• ·> ' ' 

",,_'.'(.·.... ·_.:-... ·-_:·.::::~;:.:·: \·:· _·: . . ,' . ' ··. - >..:: ';-· :: · .. _.·· __ , ' ,._·. ·. .. . ·>·._ . ''.' ·_:- "). 

· J>rob.llte a,nd,Family C~mrt domestic rel~tions~ ca..ses are. cros~-referenced. ~ith any priQr or 
·existing orders -ofp~otec:*>~ cases aild :are onen. c~psolidated.witli other m~tters -cop.cerping,_the. 
same patti~!) and families.· Online availability of domestic re(atipns matters)s !J-Ot just :"l~ely" to 
piiblfcly• revealidentifying. and locatio11.infonri~ti:on -dfvictim8,Jt. is guaranteed to: do s~;As such, 

· ·to Ii13.ke'these files ai£~~sible orilfue would violate:th:e protective provisions of v AWA. · · 
.--·. • •• ••••••• -: •• •• •• •• • ... '< ·,-\: •• •••••• •• ' ••• ~ ' • • • • • • ••• •• ·:· • • • • : • - • - •• •• • • 

z: ~ Interri~tAc~cis;'t() Court Re6ords Will H~v~ ~ Chillmg Effe~t bn.Dom~~tic Violence ana 
seX.uru. Assault:Vicilins.iri Need of. Protection rrom tlie Courts~ . ···· · · <· .·· -· ·· · · · -

··. <>, ·•'•'v': 

•. MI6Wirt~;ifi;ehi~i~~~cess:i~··#ilihes,· dodk~t ~lltries; and case itifo~tr&n.:wm ba~e·a 
qhlmng'ef,f~d~ ·c;_n_tli~ figh~~;Qf:vi¢tlffis· to~·seelc:pt~!~ctlqn '{rom_· abuse under;~hapt¢r~;2~9~, 2Q8, 
.:~w9,2Q_9G:aD,d25&1t-Eeople;qaughi:hrd.ang¢~ous•a.n<Jabusiy~_situatiqns·~rwh()·~av~be~n- ·. · 
S~X';Jall~ assa\lit~d -alJ"e~dyJi~d ihlifficult to .approach the,CQurts for prQteCfiotd"or ~ V~fety of. 

- r~asonsincnil.ciirtg fear of. retribution, Jly'the ahuset;shame; and.stigmatiza:tjon._l{ttow~ng that 
court~re-cords:_cmi l?~:fqtlnd OD'the.ij}Jemel wi!}.futther!nhibitvictiins :f"rbi;Il repot1ing ~b~S'e·ot . . 

. s~~ki~g·h~lp !o esqape the yiqlen~: 'This l¢.ads :to P,rolongitlg the dynamics of~bus~, which, in • 
tum; adversely. affetts :chilchen exposed to domestic violence: Given. what is'kno\Vn_iibout the 

·· e~fecto(:~i~essing,,~~~e~ti.c· vioten~e.on c~dr~~;·:~d.expb~~re;t~_ab~s~corier~~ng.wiili_< ·.. • .. . 
battering~ ap adult;: efforts: to s~ppqrt. vi.ctim~ e8f!Y on.w .breaking the cycl~of violence affeeis 
futiu:~:gerierations:.· · ... ·.·... . . _,., · : _: ; · · • ·.· · · · · •-· · •·· · .. ·.• · · . ·· · 

,::·· 
.•' ,' 

'I 
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· 3. Th~: Prlva~y. ~d -S~fetyJilteresfs of.Doni~sttc .Violence 'and Sexual· As satin Victims. .• 
·.Survivors and -Their"Childreir'are Jeopardized by -Public Access to Resitaimng Order ~d 
Domestic Relation's Cases;.·. · · · · · · 

,Abuse pre:veJ;I,tiona,nd d01;n~stic relatiq:tts-~as~ files contain sensitiv~ infoimationthat 
.· shouldtrotpemaqe publicto·protect. ~he P,rivacy.and:sa!ety.interests ()f vi_Ctims and.survivors·. 
Such files· can cmitam.sworn staterilents (affidavits} outlfuingpotentirulyembattassfug intimate 

. infofiijatioll, pleading~.\'v{fu atl~gati~hS ofpar¢ntirig· d~ficits, Illelital iUfi~s~; ~u~stiifice ap11s~, . 
cll.U.4 abp$~ a.6d :n~p~m~~tQH~hUdfen IU)d F~~~~ ~~y()lV~n.)~J;l,~~ .. G~e.~f!le~ aJ1<i doqJsets' .. . . 

, cpptain cgurt Prdeisr~lJiril,lg· psy¢h9I,Ogtcal ·ey~~atio11s, 'drug ~P alcohol~scre.~fll~g~:patterer~s 
·· · .. tr,eafrilen61lrd :other iefu~dies :thaf:qbviously tev¢al-.negative·fmriHydynamics.: Domestic_abusers: 
· · file documents-with.: allegations tliat~e patently fals¢ in an eiforno gain. control over 'li4gfltion 

· . with the"victilii. Often, care an4 tust~dy of c;hi1dten':is: a ceiitraHssue:itt flies~ matters and 'courts 
try to t~e p~~ to prevent chilclf~:g from bewg·Jlarm~d by. courfproc:eedings. Howev~r; .with 
~rtfetter~d:a~ess.to doq:kets ap.cl recprds, the~e c4!1dreri willbe exposed to .information that.can 
b~ psychblpgically. d,evastating:anc:l. caqse strife l.n thefr· relationships with their parents. WdrSe; 'if 

····:the imoririationJsdisqover~d .by otli~rs ·and'diss'em1riat¢i.cliildren.may bec:C>in~ the_ unwitting 
. ' victimS,ofpublic shatrting: ndietile:and ·b\lllyirig; . ' . . . ' . . 

~ • • • • • ·' • •• • • ,_. • • • • • -~ "·. • • • • > • • 

. 'Barterers :arid·stallc~rs ate adept 'at using:t~¢bnology to, further th~ir. ~ms:ofmidntaining 
..... -.. control piancJ, tindiiJg: the if victims by'elt},ployi~g :a:variety;oftelephon~. surveillance, ·alia . 

•. ·cbmputertbcli1lplo giesito ·liaiass, tei-rify, inHinid~te~:c()erc~, 8it4'monitor tb.iili~ttili~ quttent . . . . 
_·--·•··l~tiinat~·pW"tnet~: ExanipiesJnchide. sell~ng mui~ple.~niails or text message$ a da.y;· mmlitoring . 

~victim;~ co.mputer ~ctivHy,vith Spyw~; .tracking the locati'pn~of a viqdni'-.s vehiCl~ using GPS; -
watching the yi~$1 ~o~ghJij;dgeri :cm.neras; cin,t~rcepting ppone c@s and:mess~ges; and_ ' . ' . 
jjnpersonailiig tqe Vi~tiro .. fel'Ill1tti.ng unfett.~r€?<:1 ~cg~s& to .. c9J~itrecords ~ <?Pljne.in doJliestic . 

- relations·;and ptOtective•·Ordet caSes·:gives:·these pei{)etr~tprS eyen 'more anllhunitiol:i fo(therr 
· tecl¢ology ·arse~nil. :Battet~rs· ~d · sta,tkeii tai(a.lso use higllly;personallnfomi,ati()rtftolll, family _· 
_ ~ourt:ill~:to puplic~~¥ hl1~li~t6 vi~tiins; tu~ ·!P~ir~repu,lati()l}s;, stifle: ~11Jplgywent9PPOJl~¢ti~s; · 
and. u'seJd~or coercJve ptu,pos.es .... · . . . .· . ' ,· . . . . 
. -. i •'",. . . --.-: ·... • 

· . :: · ··. Yictims ·mayJie~tb~M~saphusetts :to ~~~ap~ vecy: dangerous situaffoii~ •. ~talldrtg 3Ji'd . 
·sexual a8sau1t, ·b11t thefr:-~petpetratofs'will·inore··eaSi}y ffiid·thefu.iftheteis)~~ernet accessto.CO\,lrt 

· . t;~or4s~ Tli~,v~ry ex.~~~ric.~··ofa~t;es#aipipg o~d¢r;cw;e or domestic l~ltltiops,q~~ reveals· tile . 
genera119~~ijo~: Q'ttl 'yjcfim,due .tp venJJe q_ftlle ¢()oft. Vjc~ w1tb.chi}dr¢n qftelrt}nd.it ·; .·. 

·. · . necessary tO get ·a co~i(ord~{for child custody; evenif there. is.no ~pare~tal relati6ri~hlp between. 
·· · .· thedefehdmt.l!Iid ilie,chiltiferi to pbtain.medicar c~e;-publich~netits~ p·asspOrts,:housing, and tq ·. 

· .. etiroli theif 6mltfiett: in;. sc116tils. ~ till~ ilifoiniati()njs' di~Clo~ed· ohlihe, :pefpetr~tots will:: be able to 
fwd tll¢4-iv~ctllp~ m9!~:~@ity. ; . >. . . . • ' . . . . . <> .. . 

_·· _· . .- .. ··. · .· Altqoirgh ~:~~.oupd.ffientprocee_dlrig is•iv#}able~to'·,aSk¢ourtst~~-~~P iridh~~dual cases 
.. confidentidl~ epis pr(j·ce:ssj$dl'faccessibl~ to litig~t~\without attqmeys~·Ifis estimate<tthataimost 

.· .. _ 7Q% oflitigw# i* P.t~~~t~: !ifld :Fartiily Ctn1rt: at-6. hqt I'eptesented by cquns~J.'{'fo:s~' ljtig~tS ·a,re 
Qot tq1d .about th~<~~~i'ty ,to hnp9un<ifa cast(fil~.:-FqfUteiniore,:l\.reql)est,to ill1J?C?imd a·c~e- ··_ .. · 
requires notice to:the oppQsing party aficl a ~eating to detemlin~;whe~er $ere is good cause to 
imp~U!ld ~e case 'file apd to give tl!~ ()PPPSing :party· an d,~p()rtQiiity'to CO~Y!Ilce th~ court ;that no 
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i~poun,dx,rientis• rte.ec:l.~d; The' impoundment ptpcedur¢.does :t~(}thing.to prO,t~~tJhe.prlv~cy and 
· safety:cin~erests ofvi~~irns. · · · ·. · · · 
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4; .. PUblic Access: to Restraining Order and DomesticJiebttions Cases Lead to 
· · • :biscrimiitadoliAgwrist Victiths ·cifDomestic Abuse.and~ Sexual Assault. 
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··.·.J?espite wides.pr¢a<f~v.v~~mes.s of tbe qy)lanucs ofdom.estic aquse arrd'resources available 
for victi@/suryi:Vors:o(domestic~ abuse:a.nd s.e~llai ·assault,· victims may. ~:e discriniinated ~gairtst 

. andstereotyped.:~cirpe.pedple,ina,ktniega~ye•ass#mptions about the dyriairil¢s offartrlly·• .. .. 
viole11<?~; :a.nd!or'blfW1e vi~Hms for :theii predicam~nts. EmpJoyers may·. l)eli~ye, !pat hlrlpg .a 
vi¢tim/sqf)rfvor p~se.s a threatto til~ workpl~~:;e or ilia~ the employee's "family: drama~' ·will lead · 

. · to tins.atisf~ctorywork performance m: excessive absences. Landlords may beij.eve ;that ·the abuser 
.. will. cause trouble at the property or that the victim has no financial stability and will be ail 
.unreliable rent payer~ Qnline.cotirt 4ocket infol1IlationJrom the Housing. Court is already used by 
some lanqlordstq:'~e_#y)lQU~ing and/or senric¢s tO iuly ~ntal a,ppJi~~t'WllO~e. Qame)s_iri·the .. 
M~~Courts, &ijfa,ba.~~;;M~ng ·even.more inf¢fip;ation ilia.t ·is;priyate f!Yailab.lepniine~gives: ·.· · . 

... . ,, ':. employei,s,,prqperty·:qw!!irs. ~d oth~rs· anJncre~e~l ability t();disprini~Iiat~ ~gairist•victim.s.of . > .• •· < 

. abuse. ;~ct'·sexoa!·as~ault,.'fu,ere~y{iriakingitmor~,diffic_uldor •victims to nnd~~ousing or .. < . ~; 

.... employment necessilr}rt6 break th¢ tyCie .. of'violenC'e/ · ·· ·· · · ·. · " · · · -

. . . 5 .. ~ ·~~a~~dt~t~d fudl~iduais. M~YBe Preyed.Upon ifFlies.Are Made· Availa~le.Online .. 
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· The Probate and Fmmly Court hears ca8es invblving incapacitated persons artd minor · 
children,such a8 guardiansllips, ·"Rogers" cases;. and cohseivatorships. · Distrlct courts also llan91e 
civil CO~tJ;rlep.f.pro~~dfngs. 'fhe very na,ture OI theSe ~~es flags the exist~pCe of mental . 

· illness, :.s~b~tflllce ab~~~. peme~#a:·~d other cognitive incapacity, .. and parent~ unfitnes!(as well 
as ·~nancial iriforlilatiq11>'I'he ·su~jects, :of.th~seJnat~ers are fjrpica1ly very vulnerable aria in need 

. . ofproiectiveoversfgnt,makihg tliei,Il easyprefforunl)crupulous·sc~ers:~Ci:crmun~s.)n· · .. · . 
. .. . additibn;· 'people,in ne,¢d. dfiJ.itet\re~tionmay.•btfr~sistant :to tr~atm¢rtt arid.:assist~9e 1tthe1r·' .· · 

.· · pfivit~Jfif?~!~pn ~1il;b,e lila4~_acce~sible ~on~~e,.t? llAYQI,l~· · · · · ·.· · · ; ' ··· ... ·• ·· · · ·. · 

.· ·:6: ·. miernet Access:td'DoiriesticReiations W'ld.Ab~se Prevention c~ses Would Increase. the·. · 
; ··•use ofCase.Rehitedlhforniation for Pui]?·oses Untelatedto The Litigation or·Piiolic. 
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· ·· .. e~y-acc¢~$ 't() per~pJ!a,l·id.~nti.fyipg infol'Q1~tl<?ri. 'tcr ti~s~nip~IPY$: pers9I1~~- lit--Marl9<>P~ · · · .· 

.. · C,oynty, Nlz<>n~."W¢· ~:a.t~ c)f jd~n\i~y th~fi sk)tr()ck~.t.ed :a,t\~r.Hll'ge null)l)er8<>f'.publlc ~cords 
wer~ mad~ re,tn9f~ly 'ctcces~iol~.3 .. in ·ohio~ ,online court I:ecoJ,"ds .. were 'the. source of'identity 

. . . ' ' . . . -· .. ~ ~ . :. . - ·- ', . ·' ''· •' . " _, ' ·- . ,.. ' .. -... . . ' . . :_ . . . . . 
; :··'/, . :~ :··._ 
.:.-·;· 

·-.. , .· 

. · .. 3; ... ~'?~~~Q~'9fl)istiict·folqfu~ia r)()~e.stic ~iolence apd J>ri~a~~ Advo9_11tes:o,n ,Oriline Rerllot~ ~c~ss t~ Case 
. . DocketS.~' •. c!ting ''CIOJ~~(}J]);·.~ou.fitiy:Rife )Vith:Ideritity·1JleffReconsiders pnlille Records;(December 12; .. · : · .. ·· · 

· .. 2005)"0ctober, 19, 2007; retrieved from:hitps://epic:orglprivacy/dv!OC •Court · records.pdfonJune·ts;:2p1~. ..· 
. .,. . . ... ~-.·-. >,~: -::~·:·.·:·~ ~ .<:_J>.->" .. ·.: ~:··· :.:: . ~ ~ 

··. ,··· .. ·.· ·. 

.30·.· 
· .. ·.-... ·,_,_ 

,· ... """ ,_, .. ; 



--------

/- ·M~Illor:~dum 
· -p~ge 6~- '---- · .. 

infqnna~on for a t:h1g of iqeqt;itytb,ieves~4 Th~ coqrt.sqop.lq no~ increas~ tP,eavaifabiliW of 
· :resources: foiJdentiW thieve~. · · · · · · · · · · · · 

·_ ·1), .Abu:s~s-·b~I>ata}3rokers .­

. 'Tbday;s;t~~hn:ology hasi_e~able4 4ata ~rokers ~q amass~ vast ~dup~s of lnfotllla~ion to 
_ .. aggre"gate .an:d:.Usefot commercial>irtterest~, Brokers ¢dmpile and sell infortriatron gathered · .. 
J~offi:Inulti{He.sout9~s.;'f~c~udirtg.courtte'c6tas. :one~_ ~l'victini'-s iiif<>rmationJsremoteiy lifted 
. fto#,i:a .. cmirtfil~. th~re is:no way' to controffurfu~r.disseriliilation_()fthe dat4~·coqect errors' in. 
- da~a:8lrea.4Y yi~wecLby others, :or y.rays to exp1,1nge ~einfoJ,lllationJrom tp:~se myQa4 .. 

-- databases>Prov~dlng this infon,riation-to data-brokers does nofin any·way·furtherthe·court 
· oversig~(public policy reason~ fonlccess.to court files.. · ·· -- · · · ·· · 

-- CONCLUSION 
:·: ' . 

. ------ :''··i . For'thereij:ons stated h¢tt;'ip, fu~ sigt#t<riies toJhese comments ~espectfuUytrequest -
... · . thatrt9 ~ase:.file:iilfoprtation ftow'thttPrbhate ;;uid.Family'Court otfrortr~y.protective order· 

.- • or cjyil C:onifuib.nenf,ptoc~ciings, 'frorii-Distfi~t; Superi_or, or Boston Mumciphl Courts. be 
·-. ·~y~ab'e tojhy'p~blic.online.11Us. is th~ p~y \vay t9 guar~te~ tl!e~pqvacy and-~af~ty of 
··victittlSJUld ·suniivors of.(}_omestic aouse, sexual assault, children, and vulnerable; · , .· 

·• incap~citated adults; · · 
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