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the'_T.r~~l 09Wf :Publ~g .. ~~!:!e,s~~·to .C.QlJrt .Records Committee: 
c/9.,Jos~phiStantqn:,;·eJerk 
Massaehuselts:Appeals Court,iR.oom~f2oO' 

, ~g:t~~~:~:~~~ii~h~1oB~Lo' ; •..... 1. - . S .. ·- .·. ,'0 ,q. 

to-!fue·committee:: 
-<' ....... '-'·-· ,,} • '•'•" •• ,., ,., ., ..... ,.·.····-~-~ 

·Thankyowso.much:for.the·qpporluriityto .a9.dre$s an issue:ofVitalpupli.c:il11PC>rl:~nce(!u_r,re,n:fl.y• 
'pe,_fQJ;e''t,he, <:Q:rnnjift~:e,:_IP;te.ri_H~f a(!p¢~§ to N.lll:~$acpll,~(:i:tfs, s_tat~ CO\li1:~l'e<:ol'Gs~ . 

AtLaW:3.6o, we·rely on. electronic access to publicrecorqs to>se:rve,the:lawy.ers, gqve,r_JJJilei).t 
offi~i;;tl~, wAtc:lJ.9gg grQ'QP~3~n.<l oth~;r memb.f3r:~:.qffu~·p:ublic Who t~ad: o:ur;rtew~.,:Evecy: (.ta,:y, our 
. s·o+;teportersifi'more. tllarHi',dozeh ·C1ties-nationWide Wfife'.nearly 20.6 original stories: about 
:develq~me:rits in-ar~as!ofthe:l.a_~;suph fis'jntellec~~.lJ?rop~rJ:y,'~Il1Pl<JYAI~IJ.t,c.q:r,wl;l;rner __ 
;p;-Qtecti'Ql1, se:c:utiti~~ ~IiA :rnor~ t4r,Vl4~ oth~J'$/Th~'bre~dtl;i: q£ . .c:?.'!n: ¢PY¢PagE;! mea,.~s,we:~e Wi'itirtg 
:about-mfuiy~is'sues:.th:at;no·other·publfcafion:.is cov.erh1:g;an'd,tha:t•ffie·public•woul(:lri'~t6therwise· 
:Iwo_w~~J?oy_t; yVe~p~bJi~QOU:V U:~\!VS.Stq~es'a~·fuey:happell;·<?-I;~;-QJtl:~'o/~PSite, J.;.Cl'Y,Y3.q:Q~(!9ffi~llJ'!Q 
thmP:gh a }lq~J of;qtp.~r tools :t() bti~g:the~:ne:w.s tcJ .. oth' reaG:ets; ;in.Cludii)g _email newsletters,. 
Tw.itterian!a :RSs.t'e.eds:. ·-. · · · · · 

Inh~met}l¢'Cess,:to :Pill?ll~~tecords,- inol:adi_ng co:ur.trecor:ds, agency:documeiits and legislative 
•materi'!Us _;fs criticalto'J'~aw3_6o •ahd,cill news orgfl.riiza:tions~.· eiuibling us to deliver so much:, 
.n~~d~_q:·~mform£I!iqn:~o·qwcl<J.:yto:r~a.d.~,r_s~. ~t.;tllsl<e~~QWJ:' ~tori~s;rm.pre a(lc'Qrat~, m,qre_·tim£.llYJ1n.4 
more com 'lete:ThatmakesJorbetter:'ournalisttfand: Efmor€dnfo:rmed · :ublic:. .. ............ , ..... .1?, ............................ - ... -........ ) .. ·····-------· -· . p .. 

UiJ.fQ.!fu:/.:tlfl,~E!lY-; we;~p:jpy.c~J;lO,J!E! Qf~f:1se'1:>ep~f.it9.-'in/M~I!l~:<l~ht1s~ft§ ~~q~p§e .Qf:~n:<?;tifgst_eg !!P:Q: 
urtne~ ssa:til . restrictive·-·-olic·: ofo · 1: allowi' --·-·a.ccessto mb'stcourtdocuments:,b" : ·1t siCii:ll ;• •.. -~. _ .Y ... , .. P .. Y ny ___ ng_ ... - ...... - .. - ...... -Yl?.Y Y. 
insJ3ecting~fhem hLI0caVc6Uttho.iises:· · •. ---- · · ·- -

Tlies~·testn¢dRrisCI1lac:e:;~trtp1due"hut:den_:on:·ouf.f~potthig of1MassachusettS'ne:Ws. F6.t-exam'ple,. 
in recerit.ffi.orifhS•we':Ve'Jacednumeretis roadblockSdn our: reporting· on a ,variety; of . 
_ M,:a§S}l,ch:!-lsetl§il~g~lptp.q~~diligs,Jr.om &Jl~ga,f,Hm.s:th~. s~tE;! wa~ exp_iqitilig imnD..gpin(i:letaihee 
.lab.orJo_ atteJnptsJo. blo.ck.a';tnerger. of tWo ofthe·state~s largestJtospitaJ-system~i .. Without 
:rriteriletaccess to:.c0iirtrecords,~otir reporters ar.e left;relying onthe goodwillofindiv'iq:ua_l 

.;~~~=~~f~~~~~g:h~ib~~-~~=6l~o~ifti~£;~;~~~~~&~·;;:~~~;w~r;~1~ia~~~rzg~ffment·• 
!inintitessbet6re dosingtiine:.Ev~ntthen; we're left:.~th;:an4ncomJ?le,tl3-•~tory.fil_e~long:'~ft~r·:fu~ 
news &~t\!~lyl:ta pp¢nep: h~r.dJy ilt~ mr@.ty''WE:l~re:~bi~:Jg:_oft:er .reader$'.hi R.\U';: Qo:V~tage olfeder-a:I 
,co:Urts and:ptfier'~tate.:co:urts~, · · · ·· ,. 

. I 



Furthermo~~.·we b~liev.e' t:hat.Massachl,J,setts' poH:cy:is. out of step with other s_tates ·and. the 
federal government .. For example, the federal judiciary's PACER system has provi_ded Internet 
aGCess toJederal qourtpr.oct)edjJJ.gs't9lawyers, th~ media and the public for maJJ.y·y~ars, .. Others, 
includ,ing.states:i?l.l~h,:;s C51lifomia, !'rewYork artCI: Texas, an·(l gp,:vernment agencies $uch as the 
TJ.$. Internatiomil Trade Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, also 
alloW, the·pul}licto acc~s,~ t)ieir d.ocume~tsthrough'the 'lptern:e~. ' 

·ohourse,:J)rivacyconcernsto s1,1ch a~cess'are:r.eal.· Butfederai.:a.nd state:goverhmentS.have 
ptap,~_~ed. to~_pal~,llce ;Qpe1(111es_~ a,nd-privacy l:>y re<:lacting persona,l)nfol'IJl~tioh .su~Jl.~ Sbci~l 
Becurit.y numbers arid.:teqmriiigtisers to'tegister. for:.a.n account. .Such minot restrictions .:on 
p~~sona'lidentifiabl~cijjfoimatl.o~:protectiiidi~duals.and.don'f•sigxiiticantly'h~nriper]ournaUsts' 
abiljtyW'veport the news. 

Haifineasures --- such a$'tnily alloWing attorneys wlro are admitted to practice ih.Massachl)setts 
to a~::cess cot,Irtiecqrds'tJ,l.rp~gh tl1e Il].ternet:- prpvide no bep.efitto the: pu,blic a.nd roa..J<~ itl].o 
easier to acce$.s court r~co:r([s; 

.I,>em'Oc:rl;!Jizingacces.s.to:pubH<::cO:wtJ.'ecor<,ls'through·the Inte:rn~t.is•·n.ota luxycy) bu~;;:1;n. 
:i.J11peratiVe:to.improve tb:e ql.lality·ofthejoujmalism the ·public: reads aboulitsijudicitll .s-ystem: 

IIi fact; :Int~rn~t aeces.sra.l$o ~llqws reade~s totesttl}.e ~ccura:cy and 'fairne$S, ofjow:milism py 
:gi\iing•everyone·,ac(!ess-to'the/samedocumeiits that.]uristS a;nd..Journa}}sts'bothtelyon. Internet 
access to· court records gives citizens directaccesstp fhejudicH1~y a:nd reinov:es .unnecessary 
barr_i¢rs between pp.plic: d.o.cu.r;nents· and #le public'.~tself. 

·.Thankyou a,gafn forthe~upporttmit,y toaddressthecoinnlittee .oh this crucial issue;, 

RespectlYill~ suorriitted; 

AnneUrda 
Co~Mim~giilg Editor, baw36o 
(~4(i) (83~1106 . 
';aliJJ.~.i.l~aa@l~ws9o.coni, 

Eric Hornbeck 
ASsistantManaging Editor, taw 6o 
(646}783~7120 . . . 
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