860 Broadway; ¢ 6"‘ Floor
New York, New:York,:

Juhe’ 12, 2015

The Trial Court. PublicAccess'to Court Records Comm1ttee;
¢/o.JosephiStanton, Clerk -
Massachusetts Appeals Court, Room:1200

Tothe:.committee:

“Thank: -you:so:much: forithe: opportunity:to address an issue-of vital publicimportance: currently:
‘before'the committee; Internet access to Massachusetts: state court records.

At Law36o we: rely on. electronic:access to. pubhc records to serve’ the lawyers, government

in recentimonthswe've: aced nuterous: roadblocksfm our. reportmg ona varlety of
lMassachusetts legal proceedmgs, frorn allegatlons the state was exp101t1ng 1mmlgrant detamee

Interne ccess to Gout: ; ecords, -OUr reporters are leftﬁ' 'lymg on the goodwﬂl of 1nd1v1dua1
. ' jis ed -secondhan
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Furthermore, we believe that Massachusetts" policy is out of step-with other states and the
federal government. For exaniple, the féderal judiciary's PACER system has: prov1ded Internet.
access to-federal court:proceedings'to Jawyers, the media and the-publie for many years. Others,
including states:such as California, New York and Texas, and. government agencies such as:the
U.S. International Tradé Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Comimission, also
allow the public to access their documents:through the Internet.

‘Of eourse; privacy concérns to such access-are réal: Buf: federal and state governments:have
managed to’ baIance openness and privacy by redacting personal information such as Social
id requirinigusers to register for:an account: Such minor: Testrictions:on

personal 1dent1ﬁable,1n orfnation piotect individuals and don't significantly hamperjournalists*

ab111ty to'report the:news.

Half measures — such as only allowmg attorneys-who are admitted to practice in Massachusetts

to access court records th ough the Internet —provide no benefit to the publlc -and make it no
easierto access court records:

Democratlzmg access to public:court records:through-the Internet isnot:a luxury; butan,
imperative to improve the. quality of thie Journahsm the pubhc reads abaiit. 1tstud101al System:.

TIn fact; Intérnet accéss:also-allows readers totest the.aceuracy and fairness of journalism by
giving everyone:aceéss to'the same- documerits that Jurists and Journahsts bothitely-on. Internet
access torcourt records gives eitizens direct.access to the  judiciary and removes unnecessary
barriers between public:documents and the publiciitself.

‘Thankyou again for thesopportunity to address the commiittee oh this crucial issue:.

Respectfilly subniitted,

Eric Hornbeck

Anrie Urda
Co-Managing Editor, Law360 Assistant Managing Editor, Law, 60 :
(646) 783-7106 (646)783-7120
:anne.urda@laws6o.com’ eric:hornbeck@laws60.com
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