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. June 11,2015
Joseph Stanton, Clerk
Massachusetts Appeals Court
Room. 1200’
One Pemberton:Square
Baston, MA 02 108 1705
DearAttorney Stanton:. ,,
1, am"unéb]'b‘to attcrudv='ti‘1e up‘com‘i"n‘g h‘ea‘r’i‘ng re"gard'i'ng‘ p‘ub’lic a’ccess"to court-récords, and:so.liam’

| have been praclicing in.the field of family Jaw for approximately 17.5 years; and for the past11 years
my practice has been located in Hingham, MA. Having internet access to court records would be a

- tremendous convenience for me in my daily praclnce however, | feel that the disadvantages, and
indeed, the dangers, that:would.result from such agcess by the, publlc far.outweigh the advantages.
Over the recent years: xt has become abundantly clear that there. are senous dangers:in allowing easy
accesstoinfarmation: that would permitanother to.use the information for néfarlous acts orinténtions
incliding; for example,. ¢y berbul!ymg, or access o addresses or financial information of litigants by
abusers or stalkefs:or 6thers who havé.no retanonshlp whatsoever.with the. pendmg matter. Exanples
abound of the unauthorized access to. prwate photos-and personal information of public.individualsand
celebritics which has been;shared on'theinternet résulting in tremendous ehibarrassmerit, emdtional.
harm; and other consequences. Childrén with unfet’tered access to a computer could-access documents
in their parents’ divarce:action, or classmates of the children could do so, and the. sharmg of'siich:
information miay.cause. great-harm to.the children.and/or to the family. It.is simply. too.easy today.to
use the internat to cause great harm'ta others through the-acquisition of informatien.and/or posting of
same to:the public aferia, ‘

Although:most family: lawifiles in.the Probate and, l‘amlly Court divisional registries are-available:for
'wewmg by-the publicatthe’repistry; many would’ |ikely think twice befare appearlng af'the:courthouse
and having'to request I writing-accessto files, and.certainly children would. not:have: accesshunder any
dircumstantces.. Havmg 1o go- throug}"" he process:ofappéaring to rcquost access'to the file prowdes an
‘addltlonal faycr of protectnon agamst the mappropriate and/or unauthonzed v:ewing of documents

another person S mformatxon all whth. never having to.leave the- comfort and prwacy of hvs/her hvmg
room. For all the reasons stated, | respectfully suggest-that publiciactess to- ‘court records via, the
internet.be restricted.

Sincerely,

ail P, Otis:






