
()TIS & A5St1CIATES, P.G, 
• t .. j l H. p ·-: .. ; ~ .. ''t ~- .,, i· I .\ \\ 

Joseph .Stanton, de.rk 
Massachusetts Appeals Court 
Boom120Q: 
One Pembet:ton'Sctu(lre 
Boston, r\t1;\o.2roa~vos. 

Oe.abAttorney'Stanton:· 

June 11,,2015 

t.am'unab'!'c.Jo nttcncfthe;-upcoming he<:lriM regur.ciing:,pul:ilic. access. to court· records, <Int:t'.so.r·arrr: 
r~~p~et(ull,y s4bni!tflrit~ ;~Iiese comment~ for considercitioo' cinthrrissu¢. 

I have. o·een pr.ac.ticing irt ~he field offamily la\v for approximntely 11.5 yenrs,-:<indJor the pa·st i1 years 
my practice has been located rn Hingham, MA. Having internet access to court records would.be a 
tremendous. convenienc;e for me in mY _daily practicei hoi.vever, I feel that the .disadvantage§, anp 
ind~ed,the dangers, that.would"result.froni such ~ccess bythepubiic far.out\veigh·the advantages. 
Ov~l tt:it? r:~C~rityears It lias becc:)rn~·abundimtly cle~ctJHJt tli~rq.are seriqus.cJ~H)g~rs:ip ~!lowing e~sy 
access'to:lnforination:th~twould.'permitanother to.us_e the Information for nefar.lous ~icts or:-itit~ritions 
indttding; 'fur exarn,JJ,e,.6/6i~·rR~Jiying,;9r ~cc:es·~ .t6 ~~tdr,ciss~s qr: flr~anci~t infor,rn~tion;()f.Jitiganfsiqv 
abusers orstalkers:or others 1.vho have .. no r.elationstiipi.vhatsoever .. With the.·pending;matter: £xarrfples 
abounp Of the .unallihor'iied .access tp .. griyate. phows an.d person~Ji'nformatipn of.p:09JI~(ndiyicfllqiS;and 
·celebrities whiCli has been;!ihared on' tHe internet ·resulting iri tremendous eh1barrassmeht, emotional. 
'haf'Jl);. finq ptl"ier cO'n·seq~ences, .Child. fen IJJith UQfe.t:tered access fo.a computer ~ot.lfcl~c~e.ss dqcllments. 
·in their parents' divortc,action, or cl~ssmates ol tfte diildren coul.d .do so, and. the.si\aringohuch: 
infornuitfon ntaycCluse.gre'at harm to the children.qnd/or to thefC~mily. It .is simply tooe~syJ()P<:JY.tb 
use the internet to cause '(Jreat harmt.o others through the acquisition of information a·nd/or posting of 
same to~tiJe pC1bJic. arena. . . .. 
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'~i.tho ugh~r.nost · f~rni I·{ lqy{.fll c:;<i n. th.e,Prc:J9a te':a.nd,, F(lr:nlly.Co.urt plytslo n a I :r<?g(sJri:es .<l ro~ :<!Vai Ia bl.e,for: 
viewing: !Jy,:(he pu bile: nt,the'regis trY;_ ma!JV wo·ul d ilkely. think· twice before a ppeeilingcatthe:<(lu~thotis~
,an~· having'Jg· (Cflltest)rrwrnin{nlt:.ce!i?.,tgJil.e!i, (lnclcq,rtainly childr9n wo.U.Id.:no.t:hay,e'(lCcessH.Jtlder any 
Circui1istaqtes.· Havir1g,to go~lhrdugltithe pro·cess'orapperifingtb l:ct)!Jestaccess to t.he· file ptovjf1es ari 
ad,ditipnaiJayer qfprgt~¢ti.on agafn.s.~ the if}approprl~t~ aqd/or.unaljthol'ized viewiilg or docum.!=nts .. . 
cbn_sidered:private, ifnofcorifidentiaJ.. It is all too easy today for someoneJo create &.r~a~ m.aY~erit \vith 
~no tiler Petrson's information-~~~ while nev.er havingtoJeave the comfort and privacy of his/her living 
room. For ~lll t_hc roasbns stated; I respectfully Sl!g(Ii?sdhat _public ·access to·court records via,the . 
internet.be restricted. . . . .. . . . ~ . . . .. · · . 




