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Our Purpose

e An introduction to the work of the Commission and its
Impact across Massachusetts.

e To convene, collaborate and communicate to strengthen
the disability community including all individuals,
families, allies, advocates, providers and state agencies.




Our Mission and Statutory Charge

To advance equity, inclusion, and opportunity for people with

disabilities across the Commonwealth through communication,
connection, and collaboration.

Established by the Legislature to:

o Study and advise on barriers to access, employment, and
opportunity.

o Promote inclusion and equity across public and private sectors

o Strengthen collaboration among state agencies, local disability
commissions, and advocacy organizations.

Created under Chapter 253 of the Acts of 2020, Section 74 ‘



How We Advance Our Mission

The Commission’s mission comes to life through three subcommittees:
e Disability Employment: expanding inclusive hiring and opportunity.

e Workforce Supports: strengthening the direct care and human
services workforce

e Long-Term Services & Supports and Health Equity: advancing
equitable access to care and community living.




Meet Our Commissioners - Executive Board

* The Honorable Denise Garlick, Commission Elected Chair, Appointed by the
Governor

e Christopher White, Commission Elected Vice Chair, President & CEO, Road to

Responsibility, Appointed by the Association of Developmental Disabilities

Providers Inc.

e Carl Richardson, Commission Elected Treasurer, ADA Coordinator/504 Diversity
Officer, Massachusetts State House, Appointed by the Senate President

e Oswald Mondejar, Commission Elected Clerk, President, Mucho Gusto

Consulting, Appointed by the Governor




Meet Our Commissioners - Subcommittee Chairs

e Gyasi Burks-Abbott, Disability Employment Subcommittee Co-Chair, Self-Advocate, Faculty,
LEND Program, Boston Children’s Hospital and UMass Boston’s Institute for Community
Inclusion, Governor Appointee

e Rachel Kaprielian, Chief Executive Officer, Triangle, Inc., Appointed by the Governor

e Leo Sarkissian, Workforce Supports Chair, The Arc of Massachusetts, Appointed by the
Governor

e Charles Carr, Long Term Services and Supports and Health Equity Subcommittee Co-Chair,
Legislative Liaison for the Disability Policy Consortium, Disability Policy Consortium
Appointee

e Carl Richardson, Long Term Services and Supports and Health Equity Subcommittee Co-

Chair, ADA Coordinator/504 Diversity Officer, Massachusetts State House, Senate President
Appointee




Meet Our Commissioners -
Appointed & Designated Members

Nancy Garr-Colzie, Member & Board Chair, Worcester Disability Commission, Center for Living &
Working, Appointed by the Governor

Victoria Gill, Director of Learning, Development and Innovative Projects, Disabled Persons
Protection Commission Designee

Craig Hall, Executive Director, Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council, Appointed by
Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council

Senator Vanna Howard, State Senator, Massachusetts State Senate, Appointed by the Speaker of

the House

Representative Jay Livingstone, State Representative, Massachusetts House of Representatives,

Appointed by the Speaker of the House
Ann Lynch, Assistant Attorney General, Disability Rights Coordinator, Massachusetts Attorney
General’s Office, Appointed by the Attorney General’s Office




Meet Our Commissioners -
Appointed & Designated Members

Representative John Marsi, State Representative, Massachusetts House of
Representatives, Appointed by the House Minority Leader

Regina Marshall, Chief Operating Officer, Advocates, Appointed by the Senate
President

Bridget Murphy, Project Manager, Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
William Francis Galvin, Appointed by the State Secretary

Senator Patrick O’Connor, State Senator, Massachusetts Senate, Appointed by the
Senate Minority Leader

Angela Ortiz, Chief Executive Officer, Massachusetts Health Council, Appointed by the

Governor




Meet Our Commissioners -
Appointed & Designated Members

e Kathy Petkauskos, Executive Director, Workplace Equity and Inclusion, Work Without
Limits, ForHealth Consulting, University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School,
Appointed by the University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School

e Representative Lindsay Sabadosa, State Representative, Massachusetts House of
Representatives, Appointed by the Speaker of the House

e Rachel Stanton, Disability Employment Subcommittee Co-Chair, Investor Relations &
Communications Designer, Clean Water Trust | Debt Management, Treasurer’s Office
Designee

e Lexi Semanchik, HR Marketing & Communications Specialist, State Treasurer and
Receiver General’s Office, Treasurer’s Office Desighee #2 ﬂ



Accessibility in Practice

e Public meetings with CART and ASL
e Accessible meeting materials
e Commitment to inclusive and accessible convening

e \Vendors are people with disabilities and/or organizations that employ
people with disabilities

Why this matters: these practices reflect our commitment to inclusion

and participation in its work.



Thank you!

Contact

\ .
a0 & 0la
A1 | B |

- “
| :i | . |
& 05 IS

Imene Bouziane Saidi,
Imene.bouzianesaidi@mass.gov
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Scan the QR Code to visit
the Commission’s website!



mailto:imene.bouzianesaidi@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/permanent-commission-on-the-status-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/permanent-commission-on-the-status-of-persons-with-disabilities

MassAbility

MassAbility Commissioner Toni Wolf




- MassAbility

What we do & our role:

MassAbility empowers people with
disabilities to live life on their own terms.

Our services and programs help people
work, live, and thrive in their community.

EXbrOBE bO22/5/

Collaborating with the Commission helps us
understand the needs of people we support.




- MassAbility

Services Overview:

e Career Services

e Home & Community Life Services
e Supported & Independent Living

e Assistive Technology

e Brain Injury Services

e School-to-Employment Transitions
e Disability Determination

e Benefits Counseling




MassAbility

Be part of building
authentic representation.

We want to see the world through
your lens! Submit your photography
in three different categories.

N Winning photos will be featured in a group
Applications open: installation at the State House, Mass
General Hospital, and future media.




MassAbility

Scan the QR Code or visit the
link below!

Applications open:

Mass.Gov/MBY/Photo-Contest



An introduction to the Massachusetts
Commission for the Deaf

and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH)

Dr. Opeoluwa Sotonwa, Commissioner of MCDHH




An overview of the Rural Health

Transformation Program (RHTP)
Eliza Lake, Project Director, RHTP
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