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Intro – Connecting the Dots 

Packaging can reduce food waste by extending the life of  food, but 

conventional packaging is a barrier to composting. 

 

More than half  of  what goes to landfill in the US is organic waste 

(food, yard trimmings, paper, wood).  Add plastic, and it’s 70%. 

 

Comprehensive approach needed to addresses food waste and 

packaging in tandem. 

 



 The Problem – USA View 

>50% is organic waste 

  70% when adding plastic 

Source: US EPA 



The Problem – USA View 

52.4 million tons of  food sent to landfill annually, plus 10.1 

millions tons never harvested.   

 

 

The U.S. spends $218 billion a year growing, processing,  

and transporting food that is never eaten.  

 

 

Source: ReFED 



The Problem – USA View 

Source: ReFED 



The Problem – Plastics 

Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation 



 Solution: Redesign for Reuse and Recovery 

Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation 



Bioeconomy 

Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation 



BPI’s Goal 

Scalable diversion of  organic 

waste to composting, by verifying 

that products and packaging will 

successfully break down in 

professionally managed 

composting facilities, without 

harming the quality of  that 

compost. 



 The BPI Compostable Label 

Qualification: Certification seal 
from BPI 

Clear claim: Compostable in a 
specific set of conditions, per 

ASTM standards. 

Disclaimer: A large percentage of the 
population does not have access to 

curbside composting programs.  

Disclaimer: Reinforcing that it 
was tested for industrial 

composting conditions, not 
home composting, which has 

lower temperatures.  Each company has a unique ID number 
where you can look up certification status 

(products.bpiworld.org) 



 ASTM  Specifications 

ASTM standard specifications D6400 and D6868 
provide pass/fail criteria for compostability, with 
multiple tests and criteria. 
 
1. Biodegradation — Conversion of  organic carbon in 

into CO2, demonstrating it’s food for microorganisms 
2. Disintegration — Physical and visual breakdown of  the 

finished product. 
3. No adverse impacts on ability of  compost to 

support plant growth — Heavy metals limited to 50% of  
those prescribed for composts in US and Canada; 
germination rate and plant biomass for 2 different plant 
species.  

 



Third Party Certification Verification 



Verify if  a Product is Certified 

o  



  New BPI Website  



Is Compostable the Right Choice? 

Not everything that is technically compostable (ie, meets the ASTM 

specs) is eligible for BPI’s certification – WHY?  
If  only part of  the item is compostable, would need to be disassembled, 

consideration is needed for appropriate labeling, and likelihood that a consumer 

will actually do the sorting 

If  the item is a redesign of  something readily recyclable, consumers might still 

place it in the recycling bin (i.e., it’s not getting composted, and recyclers may 

worry about contamination) 

If  the item isn’t associated with desirable feedstocks like food scraps and yard 

trimmings, composters might not want it, and municipalities may suggest that 

consumers place it in the trash 

 

https://bpiworld.org/Planning-Guide 



New Restriction: Fluorinated 
Chemicals 
Increasing scrutiny of  fluorinated chemicals used for food 
service, apparel, firefighting, cookware, etc.   

• Environmental persistence, human health 
• Linked to composting with trials showing bioavailability and 

concentration in leaves and fruits of  plants 
• Strict groundwater regulations starting to impact composters 

 
Starting in 2019 BPI will require the 100 ppm total fluorine 
requirement from EN 13432, followed by statement of  no 
intentionally added fluorinated chemicals. 
 
San Francisco’s new foodservice ordinance requires BPI 
certification  
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