Mass Climate
Action Network

March 18, 2022

Department of Energy Resources (DOER)
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020
Boston, MA 02114

Email: stretchcode@mass.qov

Re: Stretch Code Straw Proposal Comments
Dear Commissioner Woodcock, Secretary Theoharides, and Secretary Kennealy,

On behalf of the 303 Massachusetts residents representing 100 communities
committed to transforming buildings from being polluters to being protectors of
our health, communities and our environment, the Massachusetts Action Network
submits this letter to Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources with
comments on the straw proposal specialized stretch code.

Building code is a powerful tool to accelerate this transformation, and to ensure that
change happens in an equitable way that addresses historic injustices related to
housing.

The draft specialized stretch code for municipal adoption that DOER presented for
public review on February 8th is inadequate to support such a transformation. The
allowance of fossil fuels for newly constructed buildings is at odds with every standard
and professional definition of net zero, and ensures that residents, tenants, and owners
of newly constructed fossil fuel buildings will still have to bear the cost of decarbonizing
down the line.

We demand that DOER adhere to the mandate in the Next Generation Roadmap bill
signed by Governor Baker in March 2021 by developing a net zero stretch code that:
e Ensures newly constructed homes and workspaces are healthy, resilient, and
future proofed, without polluting cookstoves, space, or water heaters. This
means requiring buildings to be energy efficient and all-electric, with dedicated
renewable energy and low embodied carbon materials as feasible.
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e Supports buildings that are affordable to heat and cool for low-income residents
burdened with high utility bills. Residents living in environmental justice and
frontline communities, and low-income residents are the most vulnerable people
in the Commonwealth to being left out of the transition to clean energy and
healthy homes. We demand that DOER center these residents in developing the
next public version of the net zero stretch code.

e Connects to our state’s long-term economic health by creating strong demand for
the state’s clean energy jobs by developing a true net zero stretch code and
incentivizing its adoption. Buildings are a major driver of our economy and
building construction and renovation can easily drive billions of dollars of cost
effective economic stimulus -- let’'s make sure buildings are creating a clean
energy economy that serves our most vulnerable residents.

e Isimplemented now. We are losing crucial time to ensure a livable future for our
children, grandchildren and neighbors. Each newly constructed building is part of
our community for decades to come. We are ready to transform our buildings
now. All-electric, efficient construction is already cost competitive with
"conventional", substandard building methods. Towns and cities are ready to
adopt a true net zero stretch code in 2023, and the market is ready to build those
true net zero buildings for zero additional cost.

We implore DOER to meet the climate emergency with leadership and purpose, and
ensure the Commonwealth gets the buildings we deserve today, not years or decades
down the road. Develop a true net zero stretch code that municipalities can opt into,
and require the best building design and construction practices already happening
today.

Transform our buildings, transform our lives and ensure a livable, breathable future for
all.
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