






b. Required Social Distancing: In addition to the capacity restrictions specified above,

all participants in indoor and outdoor gatherings, including gatherings at private

residences, must maintain at least 6 feet of physical distance from every other

participant in the gathering, except where participants are members of the same

household. A gathering shall violate this provision where, no matter the number of

participants present, conditions or activities at the gathering are such that it is not

reasonably possible for all participants to maintain this degree of separation.

4. Face Coverings: All persons over the age of 5 must wear masks or cloth face coverings over

their mouth and nose when in a public location, as specified in the Revised Order Requiring 

Face Coverings in Public Places (COVID-19 Order No. 55). This rule applies to all 

gatherings held in places open to the public, including any event venue, club, park or other 

venue or space, public or private, that is used for gatherings except as provided in Section 2 

of COVID-19 Order No. 55.

Masks or face coverings are encouraged at all indoor and outdoor gatherings at private 

homes, but are only required when such gatherings include more than 10 people and where 

attendees include non-household members.

5. Contact Tracing: If a host or event venue is notified that an event attendee or event worker

has tested positive for COVID-19, the event host or event venue must immediately notify the

Local Board of Health in the city or town where the event took place. Hosts and event

venues must assist the Department of Public Health and Local Boards of Health with contact

tracing and case investigations, including, upon request, providing lists of attendees at social

gatherings and their contact information. Event hosts and venues who fail to timely report

positive cases or cooperate with contact tracing and case investigations may be subject to the

penalties listed in Section 7.

6. Legal Exceptions: This Order shall not apply to any of the following businesses,

organizations, workplaces, or facilities:

a. Any municipal legislative body, the General Court, or the Judiciary

b. Federal governmental entities

c. Any health care facility or licensed health care provider

d. Any of the following workplaces or facilities with specialized functions and

populations:

• Polling places

• Public and private elementary and secondary (K-12) schools

• Residential and day schools for special needs students

• Licensed, approved, or exempt child care programs and emergency

residential programs operating under emergency authorization
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