OFFice oF THE GOVERNOR
CoOMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
StaTE House ° Boston, MA 02133
(617) 725-4000

CHARLES D. BAKER KARYN E. POLITO
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ORDER ANNOUNCING THE TERMINATION OF THE MARCH 10, 2020
STATE OF EMERGENCY AND RESCINDING COVID-19 EXECUTIVE ORDERS
ISSUED PURSUANT TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CIVIL DEFENSE ACT

COVID-19 Order No. 69

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I, Charles D. Baker, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, acting pursuant to the powers provided by Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950 (“Civil
Defense Act”) and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws, declared that a state of
emergency had arisen within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts due to the outbreak of the 2019
novel Coronavirus (“COVID-197);

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a pandemic
by the World Health Organization;

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared that the
COVID-19 outbreak constituted a nationwide emergency pursuant to Section 501(b) of the Stafford
Act and Sections 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act;

WHEREAS, sections 7, 8, and 8A of the Civil Defense Act authorize the Governor, during
the effective period of a declared emergency, to exercise any and all authority over persons and
property necessary or expedient for meeting the state of emergency, including but not limited to
authority over assemblages in order to protect the health and safety of persons, transportation and
travel by any means or mode, control over educational facilities supported in whole or in part by
public funds, regulating the sale of articles of food and household articles, variance of the terms and
conditions of licenses and permits issued by the Commonwealth or any of its agencies or political
subdivisions, and policing, protection, and preservation of public and private property;

WHEREAS, in reliance on these emergency powers, beginning on March 12, 2020, I
issued a series of Orders (“COVID-19 Orders”) that temporarily closed certain businesses and
activities and otherwise mandated special restrictions, allowances, and safety measures, all in order
to limit opportunities for spreading the COVID-19 virus within the Commonwealth, to reduce the
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pressure placed on the Commonwealth’s health care system, and to protect the health and safety of
all residents of the Commonwealth;

WHEREAS, in response to sustained improvements in the public health data beginning in
February 2021 and attributable most directly to the development and effective distribution to the
public of safe, highly effective, and free COVID-19 vaccines, I have successively rescinded or
adjusted many of the Orders that imposed special measures to address the risks of COVID-19, and
the Commonwealth has steadily advanced to the final stages of its phased Re-Opening Plan;

WHEREAS, as of May 27, 2021, over 3.5 million residents of the Commonwealth have
been fully vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus, and over 4.3 million have received at least a first
dose, and over 78 percent of Massachusetts adults overall and over 89 percent of Massachusetts
residents 75 years and older have received at least a first dose;

WHEREAS, the remaining threats to the public health presented by the COVID-19 virus
will shortly no longer require the exercise of the extraordinary powers that the Civil Defense Act
grants to the Governor in a time of emergency to take executive action, outside the normal
processes of government and across the established geographic and political divisions of authority,
in order to coordinate State and Local relief efforts and to act without delay as necessary to protect
the public health and welfare; and

WHEREAS, even acknowledging the declining risks posed by COVID-19, a brief
continuation of certain COVID-19 Orders for some interim period will be necessary to
accommodate an orderly transition from special State-wide measures implemented over the past 15
months by executive order to more permanent measures instituted through the regular means of
government;

NOW, THEREFORE, I hereby Order the following:

1. Rescinding of COVID-19 Orders and Related COVID-19 Safety Rules

Effective at 12:01 am on May 29, 2021, all COVID-19 Orders that have issued above my
signature and pursuant to the Civil Defense Act since my March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of
emergency are rescinded in full unless specifically identified in section 2 of this Order as continued
until June 15, 2021.

Effective at 12:01 am on May 29, 2021, all rules, restrictions, and limitations issued by the
Department of Labor Standards, Department of Public Health, the Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs, or any other agency or commission authorized by prior COVID-19 Order to
issue rules and policies implementing the provisions of the above rescinded Orders, including
COVID-19 workplace safety rules, shall likewise be rescinded and have no further effect.

Public Health Orders that have been issued by the Commissioner of Public Health acting on
her authority pursuant to section 2A of chapter 17 of the General Laws are not withdrawn or
rescinded by this Order and shall remain in effect until rescinded by the Commissioner or until their




expiration upon the termination of the state of emergency provided for in section 3 below unless
such orders are continued by the Commissioner acting under separate authorization.

2.

Continuation of Certain COVID-19 Orders

The COVID-19 Orders listed below shall remain in effect until the state of emergency is
terminated on June 15, 2021 in order to facilitate an orderly transition to measures applicable
following the ending of the state of emergency.

a.

b.

h.
3.

COVID-19 Order No. 1: Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting
Law, G. L. c. 30A, § 2

COVID-19 Order No. 24: Order Authorizing Nursing Practice by Graduates and Senior
Students of Nursing Education Programs

COVID-19 Order No. 26: Order Authorizing the Creation and Operation of Emergency
Residential Programs and Emergency Placement Agencies for Children

COVID-19 Order No 36: Order Authorizing Re-Opening Preparations for Child Care
Programs

COVID-19 Order No. 42: Order Resuming State Permitting Deadlines and Continuing
to Extend the Validity of Certain State Permits

COVID-19 Order No. 49: Order Authorizing Certain Program Adjustments to Support
Families with Students Engaged in Remote Learning

Section 1 of COVID-19 Order No. 50: Order Making Certain Phase IIT Adjustments,
which provided an option for municipal authorities to grant or extend special municipal
permits for expanded outside dining and alcohol service to a date 60 days past the end of
the state of emergency

COVID Order No. 61: Revised Order Expanding Access to Inpatient Services

Termination of the March 10. 2020 State of Emergency

Effective at 12:01 am on June 15, 2021, the declaration that I issued on March 10, 2020
pursuant to the Civil Defense Act and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws is rescinded
and the state of emergency initiated by that declaration is terminated with respect to both statutes.

Given in Boston at /%M/AM@this 28th
day of May, two thousand and twenty-one
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CHARLES D. BAKER
GOVERNOR
Commonwealth of Massachusetts




