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		BULLETIN
What Massachusetts COVID-19 Vaccine Providers Need to Know
Week of 9/14/2023

This will be the final issue of the Massachusetts COVID-19 Vaccine Bulletin

Future communications with those enrolled in the Massachusetts Vaccines for Children (VFC), Bridge Access (BAP), or Adult programs will take place via our routine channels




	

LATEST NEWS

Everyone 6-months and older is recommended to get at an updated 2023–2024 (monovalent, XBB containing) COVID-19 vaccine to protect against the potentially serious outcomes of COVID-19 illness this fall and winter. 

Updated COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are now available for ordering from both the state and privately.

As of 9/11/2023 bivalent Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines are no longer authorized for use in the United States. Therefore, administration of bivalent Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines must stop immediately.

On 9/11/2023, the FDA approved and authorized updated Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines formulated to more closely target currently circulating variants and to provide better protection against serious consequences of COVID-19, including hospitalization and death.  These vaccines have been updated to include a monovalent (single) component that corresponds to the Omicron variant XBB.1.5.

On 9/12/2023, ACIP recommended 2023–2024 (monovalent, XBB containing) COVID-19 vaccines as authorized under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) or approved by Biologics License Application (BLA) in persons ≥6 months of age. A short time later, CDC Director Mandy Cohen signed off on the recommendation. 

Please watch all resources (ie., CDC, Immunize.org, AAP), for updated materials and clinical guidance.

2023 – 2024 (monovalent, XBB containing) mRNA COVID-19 vaccine recommendations:
· Everyone ages 5 years and older is recommended to receive 1 dose of a 2023–2024 mRNA COVID-19 vaccine 
· Children ages 6 months–4 years should complete a multi-dose initial series (2 doses of Moderna or 3 doses of Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA COVID-19 vaccine) with at least one dose of the 2023–2024 COVID-19 vaccine 
· People who are moderately or severely immunocompromised should complete a 3- dose initial series with at least one dose of the 2023–2024 COVID-19 vaccine and may receive 1 or more additional 2023–2024 COVID-19 vaccine doses 
· Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are no longer recommended in the United States
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New COVID-19 Formulation Now Available for Ordering 
The new Omicron variant XBB.1.5 formulations are now available for ordering for VFC and BAP enrolled providers (see below regarding enrollment information) through the MIIS. To order COVID-19 vaccines, please navigate to the “Orders” page in the MIIS to create a submit your request for additional doses. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk145517976]Vaccine
	Age Group
	Package
	NDC

	Moderna Spikevax COVID-19 Vaccine
	12+ years
	10 pack- SDV
	80777-0102-95

	Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine*
	6 months-11 years
	10 pack- SDV
	80777-0287-92

	Pfizer Comirnaty COVID-19 Vaccine
	12+ years
	10 pack- SDV
	00069-2362-10

	Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine
	5 years-11 years
	10 pack- SDV
	59267-4331-02

	Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine
	6 months-4 years
	10 pack- 3-dose MDV
	59267-4315-02



*Moderna 6 months – 11 years vaccine is currently not available for ordering from CDC. It is available in the MIIS to be  added to your COVID order. Any orders for Moderna 6m-11y will be placed on hold until the vaccine becomes available for shipment (anticipated to be early next week). 

An updated Novavax vaccine is not yet available. Authorizations or approvals for 2023 – 2024 Novavax COVID-19 vaccine will be determined by FDA (anticipated soon) with CDC recommendations to follow shortly thereafter.

Bivalent Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
Bivalent COVID-19 vaccines are expired in the MIIS. Please process a storage and handling to remove vaccines from MIIS inventory. Expired COVID-19 vaccine can be discarded in medical waste. 

Report all administered doses and enter a storage and handling issue in the MIIS by September 21st. On September 22nd, all expired COVID vaccines will be clear from your MIIS inventory. 

Massachusetts COVID-19 Program (MCVP) Agreements
Now that COVID-19 vaccines have been commercialized, the Massachusetts COVID-19 Program (MCVP) Agreements will be ending, resulting in all signed MCVP Agreements being considered null and void. If your site is already enrolled in the Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program (currently order and receive state-supplied pediatric vaccines), you will not need to complete any additional steps in order to receive pediatric COVID-19 vaccines. Current VFC enrolled sites will start seeing COVID-19 vaccines as one of the vaccine ordering options once the formulations become available for routine ordering. 

If your site is not currently enrolled in the VFC Program and would like to continue to receive COVID-19 vaccine for patients aged 18 years or younger, your site will need to enroll in the VFC Program and follow all programmatic guidelines detailed in the Guidelines for Compliance with Federal Vaccine Administration Requirements. If your site has questions on how to enroll in the VFC Program, please contact the Vaccine Management Unit at 617-983-6828 or dph-vaccine-management@mass.gov. 

Additionally, there is a subset of public provider sites (local health departments, community health centers, Indian health services, county jails, state-sponsored mobile vendors) that are eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines to administer to uninsured and underinsured adults, as part of the federal COVID-19 Vaccine Bridge Access Program (BAP). Providers that are eligible to take part in the BAP have received additional instructions by the Vaccine Management Unit.






REPORTING OF VACCINE ADVERSE EVENTS

Adverse events that occur in a recipient following COVID-19 vaccination should be reported to VAERS. Vaccination providers are required by FDA and the provider agreement for the CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program to report the following that occur after any COVID-19 vaccination:
· Vaccine administration errors whether or not associated with an adverse event
· Serious adverse events, irrespective of attribution to vaccination
· Cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome (MIS) in adults and children
· Cases of myocarditis
· Cases of pericarditis
· Cases of COVID-19 that result in hospitalization or death
Reporting is encouraged for any other clinically significant adverse event, even if it is uncertain whether the vaccine caused the event. Information on how to submit a report to VAERS is available at https://vaers.hhs.gov or by calling 1-800-822-7967.


RESOURCES & LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Moderna’s medical updates
MSL Briefings: Understanding the Updated Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine (2023-2024 Formulation)
Multiple dates and times. Sign up here.

Pfizer’s medical updates
Healthcare provider page here and sign up for medical updates on the 2023-2024 vaccine here.

EUA Fact Sheets
Once a new Fact Sheet is issued, it must be used. Previous ones no longer contain accurate information.
•	Moderna EUAs can be found on the FDA website here
•	Pfizer EUAs can be found on the FDA website here
•	Novavax EUAs can be found on the FDA website here

Standing Orders 
Watch for updated Standing orders: 
· under the ‘Administration’ tab of each vaccine at: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html 
· on Immunize.org at: https://www.immunize.org/standing-orders/ 

Vaccine Expiration Date and Beyond Use Date or Time Video Series
The Public Health Foundation (PHF), in partnership with the CDC, launched a three-part instructional video series, Vaccine Expiration Date and Beyond Use Date or Time (BUD). 
 

Resources (watch for updates!)
· CDC’s Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC
· CDC’s COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical & Professional Resources
· CDC’s Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) | CDC
· CDC’s  Stay Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines
· Immunize.org: Vaccines: COVID-19 main page
· AAP Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine Dosing Quick Reference Guide 



MDPH RESOURCES

Immunization Division Main Number
For questions about immunization recommendations, disease reporting, etc.
Phone: 617-983-6800 (24/7 MDPH Epi line)
Fax: 617-983-6840
Website: https://www.mass.gov/topics/immunization 

MIIS Help Desk
Phone: 617-983-4335
Fax: 857-323-8321 
Email questions to: miishelpdesk@mass.gov 
Website: https://www.mass.gov/massachusetts-immunization-information-system-miis

MDPH Vaccine Unit
Phone: 617-983-6828
Email questions to: dph-vaccine-management@mass.gov 
Website: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/vaccine-management 

Color Help
Email questions to: colorhelp@mass.gov
Website: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/vaccine-clinic-management-platform
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MASSACHUSETTS COVID-19 VACCINE PROGRAM




