
CLEAN PEAK STANDARD APPLICATIONS

This chart will help applicants to determine the correct technology type to select for their Clean Peak SQA application. Note that a 

resource must be in regulated utility territory in order to be eligible for the Clean Peak Standard Program. Resources interconnected 

within the service territory of a municipal lighting plant are ineligible to generate Clean Peak Energy Credits.

RPS Class I/II Resource ESS + RPS Resource 

Is your RPS Class 1 

Resource a solar PV 

system registered in 

the SMART Program?

YesNo

Apply as a QESS Resource 

for the Clean Peak Standard 

made eligible by co-location 

with the SMART system. 

Note that when you register 

the system with Production 

Tracking System, you must 

indicate the SMART Program 

participation. Also note that 

while the energy storage–

generated CPECs are owned 

by the system owner, any 

CPECs generated by the 

SMART PV system are 

owned by the utility. Please 

see the Clean Peak Co-

Participation page for more 

information.

Apply as separate 

resources with two 

SQA applications: 

1. Apply as a 

QESS 

Resource for 

the ESS

2. Apply as an 

Existing RPS 

system paired 

with a QESS 

(which will be 

subject to the 

existing 

resource 

multiplier) 

Is the COD of your RPS Resource after 

January 1, 2019?

No Yes

Apply as an Existing 

RPS Class I/II 

Resource paired with 

QESS. 

The existing resource 

multiplier will apply to 

the CPECs generated 

by the Class I/II 

Resource. The co-

located QESS system 

is eligible to register as 

a separate Clean Peak 

resource. See the ESS 

+ RPS Resource

portion of this matrix.

Apply as a 

New Class 1 

Resource.

Apply as a Demand Response 

Resource

Is the COD of your RPS 

Resource after January 1, 

2019?

No Yes

Apply as a single New 

Class 1 Resource.

Where New RPS Class 

1 Resources are paired 

with ESS, and both the 

RPS and ESS would be 

subject to the same 

multipliers if qualified 

separately, the 

resources can be 

registered as a single 

RPS Class 1 Resource. 

A single meter will report 

performance for the 

combined output.

YesNo

RPS Class II 

Resources 

with COD 

after January 

1,  2019 are 

not eligible for 

the Clean 

Peak 

Standard 

While co-

participation is 

permitted in the 

Clean Peak 

Standard and 

SMART 

Program, any 

CPECs 

generated by the 

SMART PV 

system are 

owned by the 

utility. Please 

see the Clean 

Peak Co-

Participation 

page for more 

information.

No Yes

ESS is not eligible for 

the Clean Peak 

Standard. Review the 

RPS Class I/II 

Resource portion of 

this matrix to verify if 

the RPS Resource is 

eligible to participate.

Did your ESS provide incremental capacity to existing 

storage or commence operation after January 1, 2019?

ESS Only

Did your ESS provide incremental capacity to existing 

storage or commence operation after January 1, 2019?

Yes

ESS is not eligible for 

the Clean Peak 

Standard

Apply as a QESS 

Resource, provided 

that the system meets 

one of the eligibility 

requirements:

1. Charging during 

hours of high RE 

penetration

2. Contractual pairing 

with RPS resource 

so that ESS 

primarily stores 

and discharges RE

3. Operating to 

resolve load flow 

or concerns 

associated with 

intermittent RE 

resources

Otherwise, the system 

may be eligible as a 

Demand Response 

Resource

YesNo

Is your RPS Class I/II Resource co-

located with a QESS that has a COD on 

or after January 1, 2019?

RPS Class I/II 

Resources are 

not eligible for 

the Clean Peak 

Standard

Is your RPS 

Class 1 

Resource a 

solar PV system 

registered in the 

SMART 

Program?

No Yes

While co-

participation is 

permitted in the 

Clean Peak 

Standard and 

SMART Program, 

any CPECs 

generated by the 

SMART PV system 

are owned by the 

utility. Please see 

the Clean Peak Co-

Participation page

for more 

information.

W H AT  B E S T  D E S C R I B E S  T H E  S Y S T E M  B E I N G  S U B M I T T E D  F O R  T H E  C L E A N  P E A K  S TA N D A R D ?

Decision Matrix for Applications

Acronyms

COD Commercial operation date

CPEC Clean Peak Energy Certificate

ESS Energy storage system

QESS Qualified energy storage system

RE Renewable energy

RPS Renewable Portfolio Standard

SQA Statement of Qualification

YesNo

Is your RPS Resource Class I?

No

Demand Response Resource

Is your RPS 

Class 1 

Resource a 

solar PV system 

registered in the 

SMART 

Program?
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