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Overview of Trust Fund

• The Cannabis Social Equity Trust Fund is established by Section 14A of Chapter 
94G of the Massachusetts General Laws and administered by the Executive 
Office of Economic Development (EOED).

• It was created to provide financial assistance to entrepreneurs from communities 
that have been disproportionately harmed by marijuana prohibition and 
enforcement to encourage and support their participation in the Commonwealth’s 
regulated marijuana industry.​

• The statute also established the Cannabis Social Equity Advisory Board to work 
with and advise EOED on the promulgation of regulations and administration of 
the Trust Fund. For information on the Advisory Board’s membership and 
meetings, visit https://www.mass.gov/orgs/cannabis-social-equity-advisory-board.

• Finally, EOED is in the process of promulgating regulations that will govern the 
administration of the CSE Trust Fund. The draft regulations (400 CMR 8.00) are 
available for review and download on the Trust Fund’s webpage.
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https://www.mass.gov/orgs/cannabis-social-equity-advisory-board


Overview of Immediate Needs Grant Program

• EOED is offering this initial round of financial assistance in the form of a 
competitive grant program to support the operations of social equity cannabis 
businesses, with a focus on existing and operating businesses.

• For this initial round, eligible entities will be asked to prioritize their most urgent 
and immediate needs.

• To be eligible to apply, an applicant must be:

• A Marijuana Business*;

• With a provisional or final license issued by the Massachusetts Cannabis 
Control Commission; and

• That meets the criteria as an Economic Empowerment Priority Applicant or 
Social Equity Business.

*Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Treatment Center, as defined by the CCC 3



Key Elements – Immediate Needs Grant Program
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Total Grant Funds Available $2.33 Million

Grant Award Size An amount not to exceed $50,000.

Anticipated Number of Grant 

Awards

Grants will be awarded to applicants that meet the program’s criteria, until the available 

funds are exhausted. (Estimated number of grants is 40 to 60, depending on the total 

requests.)

Eligible Applicants Massachusetts Marijuana Establishments or Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers with 

a provisional license or final license issued by the Cannabis Control Commission that 

qualifies as an Economic Empowerment Priority Applicant or Social Equity Business.

Allowable Use of Funds Grant funds may be used to support imminent or outstanding expenses essential to the 

operation of the business such as:

 

- personnel costs, 

- rent, utility or other facility expenses, 

- loan repayments or debt service, 

- professional service payments, certain regulatory fees or other expenses that 

support stabilizing the business. 
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Key Elements, continued

Review criteria Applicant eligibility, intended use of funds, demonstrated need and urgency, 

and demonstrated capacity to deploy financial resources promptly.

Anticipated Application 

Timeline

NOFA Published / Application Opened: January 23, 2024

Application Deadline: February 15, 2024 (11:59 PM)

Informational Webinar January 30, 2024, 12:00PM (Virtual) - Webinar recording and FAQ documents will be 

made available on the program website after the event.

Notification of Award 

Decisions

All applicants will be notified in writing about the decision made on their application in 

March 2024.

Acquisition Method and 

Contract Payment Terms

Grant awards will be disbursed within 45 days of the contract execution.

Reporting Requirements Grantees will be required to submit a final report with documentation of expenditures 

demonstrating use of all funds to close out the contract, and must successfully close out 

any current contract, to be eligible to apply in any future round(s).



Grant Funds

Prohibited Uses

• Marijuana Product

• Paraphernalia

$100,000 
maximum 
grant amount

No minimum 
grant amount 
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$50,000

Allowable Uses

• Personnel costs: Business payroll expenses.

• Rent, lease, utilities, or other facility expenses

• Regulatory Fees: Application, permitting, licensing and other 

regulatory fees needed to maintain licensure;

• Professional Services: Outstanding bills for critical services, 

such as legal, accounting, etc.

• Debt service: Loans repayments or business debt service, 

both principal and interest, to help bring loans current (not for 

any prepayment of principal or interest); or

• Other expenses that support stabilizing the business.



Key Dates
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• Application Open:  January 23, 2024, 9:00am

• Application Information Session:  January 30, 2024, 12pm

• Application Deadline:  February 15, 2024, 11:59pm

• Notice of Award Decisions:  March 2024

• Payment Disbursements:  Within 45 days of contract signing (April/May 2024)



Application Overview: Getting Started
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Application Overview
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Application Overview
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Application Overview
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Review Criteria

To be recommended for funding, an application submitted by an eligible entity 
will be evaluated based primarily on the following criteria:

• Applicant eligibility

• Intended use of funds

• Demonstrated need and urgency

• Demonstrated capacity to deploy financial resources promptly
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Technical Issues

Specific Help Page for Applicants: 
https://submittable.help/en/collections/185534-help-for-applicants

Common technical issues:
• Sharing a login (solution: use the Collaboration tool instead)
• Not completing all required fields (including tables)
• Having multiple windows open that are logged in (solution: log out, close 

out browser, log back in)
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https://submittable.help/en/collections/185534-help-for-applicants


Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Will there be more rounds of funding?

A: EOED is prepared to run additional rounds and programs from the Trust Fund, as 
additional resources become available.

Q: How many applicants are expected to receive grant funds during this initial 
round of funding?

A: EOED expects to award between 40-60 applicants this round depending on the 
number of eligible proposals.

Q: I am the majority owner of two Social Equity Businesses. Will I be eligible 
to submit applications for both businesses?

A: No. Social Equity Businesses with common ownership of more than a majority 
are limited to receiving one award for financial assistance per funding round.
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Frequently Asked Questions, cont.

Q: If my business applies for this round of the Immediate Needs Grant 
Program, and is awarded financial assistance, will we be eligible to apply 
again in a future round?

A: Yes. Social Equity Businesses will be eligible to apply for future rounds of the 
Immediate Needs Grant Program, as long as they remain in good standing and 
have successfully closed out the previous grant contract.

Q: If my business applies for this round of the Immediate Needs Grant 
Program, and is not awarded financial assistance, will we be able to apply 
again in future round?

A: Yes. Applicants who qualify for financial assistance but are not selected in a 
given round of the Immediate Needs Grant Program may be prioritized during the 
next funding round of the program.
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Q & A

Additional Questions?
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Thank You

Thank you for your interest in the CSE Trust Fund

Immediate Needs Grant Program.

For the most up to date information about the CSE Trust Fund, including this 
program, please visit Cannabis Social Equity Trust Fund | Mass.gov

Contact us at: CannabisEquityFund@mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/cannabis-social-equity-trust-fund
mailto:CannabisEquityFund@mass.gov
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