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• Emergency response & recovery: 

identify impacted areas, direct 

resources & baseline for formal 

damage assessments with FEMA

• Weather warnings & forecasts: verify 

impacts & fine tune forecast 

procedures

• Planning & project review: support 

local decisions

• Scientific Studies: ground-truth 

inundation & erosion models

Need for local observations & reports



NWS Coastal Flooding Definitions

• MINOR (Coastal Flood Advisory) – Flooding of most vulnerable shore roads and/or basements due 

to height of storm tide or wave splashover. Majority of roads remain passable with only isolated 

closures. No significant threat to life and any impact on property is minimal.

• MODERATE (Coastal Flood Warning) – Widespread flooding of vulnerable shore roads and/or 

basements due to height of storm tide and/or wave action. Numerous road closures are needed. 

Lives may be at risk for people who put themselves in harm’s way. Isolated damage of very 

vulnerable structures such as docks or house decks/porches near the high tide line may be observed.

• MAJOR (Coastal Flood Warning + Major, Severe, Destructive, etc.) – Coastal flooding severe enough 

to cause at least scattered structural damage along with widespread flooding of vulnerable shore 

roads and/or basements. Some vulnerable homes or businesses are severely damaged or destroyed. 

Numerous roads are impassable, some with washouts severe enough to be life threatening if one 

attempted to cross on foot or by vehicle. Some neighborhoods are isolated. Evacuation of some 

neighborhoods is necessary. 



Report only when safe



Washed Out Road



Docks damaged



Decks damaged



mycoast.org/ma



How to report observations using MyCoast app













Search Reports



Questions?

mycoast.org/ma

Contact: rebecca.haney@mass.gov
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