
The annual WIC Needs Assessment estimates the percentage of WIC need met across the state and 
within WIC participant categories (pregnant and postpartum adults, infants, and children).

Using participant records, we calculate the number of active participants each month. Then, we divide 
the number of active participants by the number of WIC-eligible individuals to determine the percentage 
of need met.

Based on 2019-2023 births, in the 
last year there were:

179,195 WIC-eligible individuals

125,988 active WIC participants

45% of all 2023 births in MA

70% of eligible individuals

69% of eligible adults

67% of eligible children

83% of eligible infants

In 2023-2024, WIC served:

WIC Needs Assessment 2024

0 10 20 30 405
Miles

Estimated need met by catchment area

The annual WIC Needs Assessment estimates the percentage of WIC need met across the 
state and within WIC participant categories (pregnant and postpartum adults, infants, 
and children).
We do this by estimating the number of eligible individuals using Massachusetts birth record 
data over the last five years. We use public insurance coverage as a proxy for WIC eligibility. 
Numbers of active WIC participants are calculated each month from WIC participant records.
The number of active WIC participants is divided by the number of WIC-eligible individuals 
to calculate the percentage of need met.

Based on 2019-2023 births, 
in the last year there were:

179,195 WIC-eligible individuals
125,988 Active WIC participants 69% of eligible adults

67% of eligible children
83% of eligible infants

70% of eligible individuals

45% of all 2023 births in MA

In 2023-2024, WIC served:
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For more information, contact Flora.Berklein2@mass.gov. 
Additional WIC data is available at Women, Infant, and 
Children (WIC) Program Data at Mass.gov.

www.mass.gov/wic
@MassWIC
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/women-infant-and-children-wic-program-data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/women-infant-and-children-wic-program-data



