Name:  David Vossberg
Relationship to Residents: Uncle of two boys at Seven Hills Pediatric Center
City/Town: Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Dear Commissioner Goldstein and Members of the Public Health Council,
I am the uncle of two boys who live at Seven Hills Pediatric Center. I visit them often and see the steady, compassionate care that keeps them safe. I oppose the proposed amendments to 105 CMR 150.003(E) and 150.011(M) because they would remove residents based on physical age even when many, including my nephews, are developmentally at an infant level and require pediatric trained care every hour of the day.
Since the boys moved to Seven Hills, their hospitalizations have dropped significantly. The team anticipates their needs, provides gentle daily support, and maintains the consistent routines that help infant level children feel secure. This is not optional for them. It is the care that keeps them stable and well.
Adult facilities are not designed for children who cannot speak for themselves and who are dependent for every aspect of care. My nephews share a room at Seven Hills. Being together gives them comfort, predictability, and emotional security. Under the proposed rule, one would have to leave when he turns 22 while the other would remain. That separation would cause serious distress for both boys and for our entire family and would disrupt the continuity that protects their health.
Physical age does not reduce medical or developmental needs. For infants and children, continuity of care and familiar caregivers are essential. I respectfully ask the Department to withdraw these amendments and preserve individualized, clinically driven decisions that recognize developmental age, maintain continuity of care, and keep siblings together in the only setting capable of meeting their needs.
Thank you for your careful consideration and for upholding policies that prioritize clinical judgment, resident safety, and family unity over arbitrary age limits.

Sincerely,
David Vossberg
