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7.105:  continued
(18) If the safety or well-being of foster children may be impacted by an animal’s presence in the foster/pre-adoptive home, the Department shall follow M.G.L. c. 119, § 26D. No foster child under the age of 12 will be placed in a home where a Rottweiler, Pit Bull or German Shepard dog, or a mixture of the these three breeds, is maintained on the premises of a foster/pre-adoptive home, unless the Department after review determines that such a placement is in the best interest of the child(ren), except for a dog which is being used as a service animal for a household member whose disability has been verified.
In reviewing a request for the placement of a child under the age of 12 in a foster/pre-adoptive home that maintains a Rottweiler, Pit Bull, or German Shepherd, or a mixture of these three breeds, on the premises the Department shall contact the animal control officer in any town where the animal has been maintained and the Department may consider, but is not limited to, the following factors:
(a) Any prior relationship between the child and the dog;
(b) The age, sex and size of the child;
(c) The age, sex and size of the dog;
(d) Whether the dog has been neutered;
(e) Any prior incidents of dangerous behavior/incidents by the dog;
(f) Behavioral aspects of the child(ren);
(g) Number of dogs on the premises; and
(h) Whether the dog is penned or caged at anytime, and if so, under what circumstance and for what purpose.
The Department reserves the right to request that a foster/pre-adoptive parent applicant or foster/pre-adoptive parent obtain and provide a copy of a behavior/temperament assessment and/or provide veterinary records on any animal maintained on the premises used as a foster/pre-adoptive home. The cost of the behavior/temperament assessment will be borne by the foster/pre-adoptive parent or applicant.

