
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: 32A Red Pine West 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 1059 
DWSP Proposal ID: HA-18-13 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 234-32415-21 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin 
Town(s): Petersham 
Acres: 49 
Nearest Road: Carter Road  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed: Yes 
Forest Types: Red Pine, White Pine-hardwoods, Oak-hardwoods  
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): No 
Soil(s): Excessively well drained fine sandy loam to well drained sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Two streams within the harvest area  
Vernal Pools: None 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 12/6/2021 
Harvest End Date: 3/15/2022 
Number of Wetland Crossings: Zero 
Number of Stream Crossings: Two 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: Portable bridges utilized for bank and soil stabilization 
Filter Strips: One of variable width 
Wetland Crossings: N/A 
Harvesting in Wetlands: N/A 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Steven J. Wood 
Forester License number: 257  
Phone number: (413) 323-6921 
Email: steven.wood@state.ma.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 
 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
 
The focus of the harvest is the removal of the red pine plantations in decline. The cutting of 
over stocked and/or poorly formed white pine and white pine/hardwood stands, along with 
areas with hemlock, will also be prioritized. 
 
 All the red pine plantations have some mortality from red pine scale or root rot and will 
continue to deteriorate. The plantations on the west side of Route 32A were last harvested in 
1999 and 2000. These areas now have an understory comprised mainly of sapling and pole 
sized black birch or a diverse mix of most native hardwoods with white pine and hemlock. In 
contrast to the east side of Rte. 32, the west side has a higher deer density, which may partially 
explain the decreased understory species diversity. The overstory is mostly white pine with 
scattered red and sugar maple, mainly red but also white and black oak, ash, white and black 
birch, and occasional black cherry. In the richer, wetter soils, the volume of hardwood species 
tends to increase, and their form and vigor is generally average to good. 
 
Site Selection 
 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a 
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations. DWSP 
recognizes that wildlife habitat management and restoration of rare habitats are important 
secondary goals, where they are compatible with maintaining high quality drinking water. This 
site was chosen because of the amount of declining red pine and a general lack of diversity in 
the age, structure and health of the overstory tree species. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
 
The goals of this harvest are to establish new tree seedlings and provide space for existing 

regeneration to expand and grow.  The diversity of native species present is being maintained.  

This combination of structural and species diversity builds resistance and resilience into the 

forest. 

To establish a new age class, some of the overstory will be harvested in small groups to foster 

regeneration.  Groups were placed in clusters of dead or declining trees, or trees with weak 

stem form, often due to insects, diseases, or storm damage. Where there were groups of 

regeneration created from previous harvests, these were expanded upon by cutting a new 

abutting group. Red and white oak, black cherry, hickory, sugar maple and white birch were 

favored for retention in hopes that they will seed in and be more common in the future stand. 

Wherever possible wildlife habitat features were maintained and protected, such as snags 

(dead trees) and trees with cavities or nests.  Exceptional individuals of all species present were 

retained in the stand for seed and to enhance diversity. 

 
 



 
Cultural Resources 
 
There are numerous cellar holes, foundations and stone walls. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
 
No rare or endangered species. Coyote, bear, deer, raccoon, turkey and moose are some of the 
species known to inhabit this area. 
 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1. Final Forest Cutting Plan 
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