
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Carter Road Pine  

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 1068 
DWSP Proposal ID: HA-23-12W, HA-23-12E 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 124-4345-26 
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin 
Town(s): Hardwick 
Acres: 23 
Nearest Road: Carter Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed: Yes 
Forest Types: White pine, white pine-oak, oak-hardwoods, red pine  
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): No 
Soil(s): Well to moderately well drained fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Three  
Vernal Pools: Four  
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: TBD 
Harvest End Date: TBD 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 1 
Number of Stream Crossings: 1 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: Portable bridge and seed to be utilized for bank and soil stabilization 
Filter Strips: 4 variable width filter strips to be utilized 
Wetland Crossings: Corduroy will be utilized for soil stabilization 
Harvesting in Wetlands: N/A 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Douglas Hutcheson  
Forester License number: 375 
Phone number: (413) 221-2650 
Email: douglas.hutcheson@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
 
The forest on both sides of Carter Road is generally a closed canopy, even aged forest. The soils 
are well to moderately well-drained fine, sandy loams. The most prevalent canopy species are 
red, black, scarlet and white oak, along with white pine and the remnants of former red pine 
plantations. Red maple, black cherry, and black and white birch are common. There is also 
some white ash, yellow birch, hickory and a few hemlock groves on the north facing slopes. 
Topography is mostly mild with occasional moderately steep sections which will be worked 
conservatively or avoided depending on severity.  
 
Site Selection 
 
The entire project area of 120 acres, including and surrounding the 23 acres to be harvested 
under this forest cutting plan, have been previously harvested. Treatments were completed on 
parts of the total acreage in 1976, 1979, 1989, and most recently in 2007. These past harvests 
established white pine, black birch and some oak regeneration. Health of the white pine and 
hardwood stands appears generally good; conversely, decline and mortality has occurred in the 
red pine, undoubtedly from scale and root rot. Hemlock adelgid and hemlock scale are present. 
Spongy Moth defoliation was severe from 2016-2020, killing oak and other susceptible species.  
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
 
Oak and pine are the two keystone species in the watershed forest surrounding the Quabbin 
Reservoir. The primary silvicultural objective is to encourage establishment and growth of a 
more diverse suite of trees, woody shrubs, and herbaceous plants. As noted above, previous 
harvests have resulted in moderate success in regenerating cohorts of oak and pine, as well as 
other hardwood species. This harvest will increase light availability to the forest floor to 
facilitate continued regeneration of young trees. The site was also selected to harvest the 
remaining red pine and complete the transition from a monoculture to a future forest of mixed 
hardwood and coniferous species.   
 
Cultural Resources 
 
Historic features such as stone walls and cellar holes will be avoided and/or protected.  
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
 
Coyote, bear, bobcat, deer, raccoon, turkey, grouse, and moose are some of the larger species 
known to inhabit this area. 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1. Final Forest Cutting Plan 
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