
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Governors Woods North East 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 2060 
DWSP Proposal ID: PE-25-09 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 230-43305-25  
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin 
Town(s): Pelham 
Acres: 35 
Nearest Road: Pelham Hollow Road 
Natural Heritage Atlas Overlap: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed: Yes  
Forest Types: White Pine/Oak, White Pine 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): No 
Soils: Charlton-Hollis-Rock outcrop complex, Canton fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: No 
Vernal Pools: No 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 8/22/2025 
Harvest End Date: 10/6/2025 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 
Number of Stream Crossings: Two; one intermittent stream crossing to be bridged, and one 
existing road culvert. 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: The intermittent stream crossing will be bridged.  The other crossing is an 
existing road with culvert.   
Filter Strips: Three variable width filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: None. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: None. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Richard Graham MacLean 
Forester License number: 467 
Phone number: 857-263-0211 
Email: richard.maclean@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The majority of the proposed area is in white pine/hardwood white pine/oak cover. Median 
stocking throughout is 110 ft² / acre with a median diameter class of 16 inches. Eastern white 
pine and northern red oak are the dominant overstory species. The white pine on site ranges 
from pole sized to > 30 inches in diameter with a mean diameter of 25 inches, the red oak 
shows two size classes centered around 13 inches and 20 inches diameter. Pole sized red 
maple, mostly poorly formed is the next largest constituent followed by small sawlog sized 
hemlock. Larger hemlock in the proposed area has been hard hit by hemlock wooly adelgid 
(HWA; Adelges tsugae) creating small gaps which have initiated mostly white pine regeneration 
5-15 years old, with some black birch and red maple mixed in. The 11 acres in white pine cover 
is a true white pine stand with little species diversity, a closed canopy and only very small gaps 
(up to 0.1 acres) available for regenerating white pine seedlings unlikely to persist. Basal area in 
the pine stand is 110-130 ft² / acre and is primarily in >20 inches diameter size class. The 
hemlock stand in the southeastern section of the proposal still contains pole sized to small saw 
log healthy hemlock, with red maple, paper birch, and red oak the primary hardwood species. 
Hemlock regeneration has been heavily browsed, and it was rare to find a hemlock between 2 
and 20 ft tall. There are small pockets of red pine near the shoreline only a few acres in size. 
The red pine is in drastic decline and given its poor condition, proximity to the reservoir 
shoreline and its distance from areas regularly accessed by the public it will most likely be left 
to collapse in place. At the time of the establishment of the Quabbin Reservation real estate 
sheets show that the top of the slope on the western to southwestern portions of the lot were 
in sproutland, and the northern slopes near the road intersection and the pine stand were 
previously in woodland. The proposed area contains two previous harvests, 0131 completed in 
1976 and 0609 completed in 1993. Lot 0131 was a 19-acre thinning of the pine and hemlock 
located north and south of the perennial stream. Lot 0609 overlaps with the southern edge of 
the proposal creating small (< 0.25 acre) openings and initiating some now sapling sized white 
pine and black birch regeneration. 
 
Site Selection 
This site has not received any regeneration treatment in the recent past, only light thinning. The 
result is primarily a tall even aged white pine / red oak stand with short young regeneration but 
a stagnant declining midstory. The combination of a tall, even aged canopy with little healthy 
midstory makes this stand vulnerable to a large-scale wind disturbance disrupting forest cover.  
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
This harvest seeks to release the understory regeneration present, disrupt interfering mountain 
laurel, and provide conditions for establishment of early successional species to further 
diversify the species present. 
 
Cultural Resources 
There are stone walls present in several areas; these have been flagged in pink to help loggers 
avoid them.  A forwarder has been required for this harvest to minimize any potential damage 
to the stone walls.  There are no known foundations, wells, or other known cultural features 
present within the harvest boundaries. 
 
 



 
Rare or Endangered Species 
There are no known rare or endangered species within the harvest boundaries.  Should any be 
found during harvesting, DSWP will immediately reach out to Natural Heritage to coordinate on 
how best to protect it. 
 
 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1a. Forest Cutting Plan page 1 

 
 
 
 
  



Figure 1b. Forest cutting plan page 2. 

 

 
  



Figure 1c. Forest Cutting Plan page 3. 

 

  



Figure 1d.  Forest Cutting Plan page 4, locus map. 

 

 
  



Figure 1e. Forest Cutting Plan page 5, stand map. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1f. The Forest Cutting Plan Certificate. 

 
 
 
 



Figure 2a. Photo Point 1.  A view looking north into a group selection harvest area prior to 
harvesting. August, 2025. 

 
  



Figure 2b. Photo Point 1.  A view looking north into a group selection harvest area 
immediately harvesting. October, 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure 3a. Photo Point 2.  A view looking north into shelterwood harvest area prior to 
harvesting. August 2025. 

 
  



Figure 3b. Photo Point 2.  A view looking north into the shelterwood harvest immediately 
after harvesting. October 2025. 
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