
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Prescott Center          

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 3160 
DWSP Proposal ID: PR-17-08-A-B, PR-17-11 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-11152-19  
 

Site Information 
Watershed: Quabbin  
Town(s): New Salem 
Acres: 50 
Nearest Road: Route 202, Cooleyville Rd. (Gate 17) 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes  
Forest Types: White Pine, Red Pine  
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No  
Soils: Henniker sandy loam and Scituate fine sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: No   
Vernal Pools: No                 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: June 27, 2019      
Harvest End Date: October 14, 2019 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 
Number of Stream Crossings: 0 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: Not Applicable 
Filter Strips: Not Applicable 
Wetland Crossings: Not Applicable 
Harvesting in Wetlands: Not Applicable 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Derek Beard 
Forester License number: 14  
Phone number: 617-780-0631 
Email: derek.beard@mass.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 

 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
This watershed forestry project covers 50 acres of White & Red Pine forest (all the red pine is 
plantation) located near the old UMASS observatory site (aka Prescott Center) on the east side 
of the gate 17 Road (Prescott Rd). 

All areas have been thinning once and is some cases twice.  First thinning was completed in the 
mid-1980s.  Beginning in the early to middle 2000s red pine, throughout the watershed, began 
to rapidly die from infestation of the red pine scale; a microscopic pest that feeds on the inner 
bark leading to needle desiccation and eventual death. The primary goal of the harvest is to 
remove the plantations before mortality, improve timber quality of native species and 
release/spur growth of a young forest age class. 

 
Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a 
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  To 
achieve this, DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in 
various stages of development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest 
should be vigorous; actively growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is suited to be 
resilient to and quickly recover from small- and large-scale disturbances such as disease, insect 
infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  An immediate forest health concern coupled with an 
underrepresented young forest layer merits some regeneration harvesting.  

Silvicultural Objectives 
Harvest purpose is to reduce further red pine mortality by removing the plantations, improve 
timber quality of native species (primarily white pine) and release/spur growth of a young 
forest age class.  Achievement of these objectives should lead to a more diverse resilient forest 
over the long term. 

Cultural Resources 
Stone walls are the predominant cultural resource.  In addition, two fieldstone lined wells were 
discovered and identified on the ground.  

Rare or Endangered Species 
Maintaining and/or enhancing habitat is a high priority when planning and executing watershed 
forest management projects.  As such, retaining live and dead snags, trees that show sign of use 
by wildlife for nesting/denning, scenting and foraging is a priority.  Falling in a natural heritage 
bubble, the project area was reviewed by MA Natural Heritage and Endanger Species program 
and deemed to have no impact on the specie(s) within the bubble. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figures 

• Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan 
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