Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management

Forest Management Project Summary

Project Title: Boyd-Gross

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 3176

DWSP Proposal ID: PR-22-11

DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-42944-25

Site Information

Watershed: Quabbin

Town(s): New Salem

Acres: 72

Nearest Road: Cooleyville

Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes

Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes
Forest Types: White Pine Red Oak, Red Oak and Mixed Oak Dry Site
ACEC?: No

Soils: Stony till with varying levels of sandy loam
Wetland Resources:

Vernal Pools: 0

Harvest Information

Harvest Start Date: 10/1/2024
Harvest End Date: 12/14/2026
Number of Wetland Crossings: O
Number of Stream Crossings: 0

Best Management Practices Applied
Stream Crossings:

Filter Strips:

Wetland Crossings: 0

Harvesting in Wetlands: 0

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest
Name: Derek Beard

Forester License #: 14

Phone #:

Email: derek.beard@mass.gov



Narrative

General Description/Forest Composition/History

The project is located on the east side of Prescott Rd south of intersection 17-8 (Prescott Rd &
Herman Powers Rd; approximately 4 miles south of gate 17. The harvest area covers 72 acres
bounded to the east by upper Prescott Brook, past harvest boundary (3008) to the north,
Prescott Rd to the west and past harvest boundary (3129) to the south.

Forest structure is bifurcated between two aged throughout the western half transitioning to
single storied (saw timber) multi-species in the east. The western half is composed of
sawtimber size white pine and red oak followed by pole size black birch trigger by 2001 red pine
overstory removal. The eastern portion is composed of red oak, mixed oak and black birch.
This part of the harvest was lightly thinned in 1980.

Site Selection

One goal of public water supply management is maintaining forest that protects high quality
drinking water for current and future users. To achieve this, DWSP has determined the forest
contain a diversity of species in various stages of development (seedlings through large legacy
trees). This requires some active forest management designed to foster health, regeneration
and greater complexity. Forest in this condition is well positioned to bolster inherent resiliency
and ameliorate impacts from a range of disturbances (disease, insect infestation, ice storms and
hurricanes) that climate change has exacerbated.

Silvicultural Objectives

The main goal of the harvest is developing and/or establishing a diverse young forest age class.
To accomplish this, four patch openings were sited across 72 acres. The openings total 9.7
acres, average 2.5 acres and range from 1.1 to 4.3 acres in size. In addition to being well-
spaced and suited to the landscape, they all have live tree retention contributing to future
forest complexity.

Cultural Resources
The project area is home to myriad stone walls and a cellar hole; both a beacon to past agrarian
land use.

Rare or Endangered Species

According to the latest edition of the MA Natural Heritage & Endanger Species Atlas, the
project overlaps with estimated or critical habitat area. The NHESP Program review determined
that the proposed plan will not negatively impact Priority Habitat or result in Take (as defined in
321 CMR 10.02) of plant or animal species protected under the Massachusetts Endangered
Species Act.
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Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan
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Products to be Harvested* *Notei: Volumes indicated in the Plan are as reported
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Massachusetts Forest Cutting Plan Information Sheet on puge one, indicate your objective by checking the appropriate box below.
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Stand Map \

DCR DWSP Lot 3176
Prescott Rd.

New Salem, MA

Prepared by:
Derek Beard
MA DCR DWSP
Quabbin & Ware River Forestry
Scale: 1:7,200
1 inch = 600 feet e
Created: 8/28/2024

Data sources:
MassGiS, DCR, & EOEEA
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Locus Map
DCR DWSP Lot 3176

Prescott Rd.
New Salem, MA

Prepared by:
Derek Beard
MA DCR DWSP
Quabbin & Ware River Forestry
Scale: 1:30,000
1 inch = 2,500 feet
Created: 8/28/2024

Data sources:
MassGIS, DCR, EOEEA, & USGS
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