Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management

Forest Management Project Summary

Project Title: Lyman Johnson

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 3178

DWSP Proposal ID: PR-23-07

DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-43039-25

Site Information

Watershed: Quabbin

Town(s): New Salem

Acres: 8.6

Nearest Road: Route 202, Cooleyville Rd. (Gate 17)
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes

Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes
Forest Types: White Pine/Red Oak, Red Oak/Mixed Oak Dry Site
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No
Soils: Montauk Fine Sandy Loam

Wetland Resources: No

Vernal Pools: No

Harvest Information

Harvest Start Date: June 25, 2026
Harvest End Date: July 15, 2026
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0
Number of Stream Crossings: 0

Best Management Practices Applied
Stream Crossings: Not Applicable

Filter Strips: Not Applicable

Wetland Crossings: Not Applicable
Harvesting in Wetlands: Not Applicable

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest
Name: Derek Beard

Forester License number: 14

Phone number: 617-780-0631

Email: derek.beard@mass.gov



Narrative

General Description/Forest Composition/History

The project is located on the west side of Prescott Rd about a quarter mile (0.25) south of
intersection 17-9 (locale of razed UMASS astronomy site). The harvest area covers 8.6 acres
bounded to the east by stone wall, south by boundary of past harvest 3067, west by absence of
old field white pine and north by seep.

Large tall low quality white pine best characterizes the project’s forest composition. A
complexion commonly found throughout New England and indicative of forest that colonized
abandoned agricultural land. In addition to white pine, the area is home to dry site oak (scarlet,
black, white and red) and small aggregation of pitch pine. Mostly confined to the coast, pitch
pine inhabits isolated post-glacial sand/gravel outwashes scattered across interior MA. Ground
and shrub layer flora amongst pitch pine can provide habitat for a variety of lepidoptera
(butterflies and moths) that are species of concern in MA.

Site Selection

One goal of public water supply management is maintaining forest that protects high quality
drinking water for current and future users. To achieve this, DWSP has determined the forest
contain a diversity of species in various stages of development (seedlings through large legacy
trees). This requires some active forest management designed to foster health, regeneration
and greater complexity. Forest in this condition is well positioned to bolster inherent resiliency
and ameliorate impacts from a range of disturbances (disease, insect infestation, ice storms and
hurricanes) that climate change has exacerbated.

Silvicultural Objectives

The main goal of the harvest is to remove the low-quality old field white pine along with mature
and/or low-quality oak. Post-harvest complexion will encompass randomly spaced overstory
white pine, oaks, pitch pine and live/dead wildlife trees (snags). All pitch pine is being retained
as a seed source for future regeneration. Overstory spacing will be broad enough to encourage
vigorous regeneration development of sun loving species (oaks, white pine and hopefully pitch
pine).

Cultural Resources
The project does not encompass any extraordinary cultural resources.

Rare or Endangered Species

Maintaining and/or enhancing habitat is a high priority when planning and executing watershed
forest management projects. As such, retaining live and dead snags, trees that show sign of use
by wildlife for nesting/denning, scenting and foraging is a priority. Falling in a natural heritage
bubble, the project area was reviewed by MA Natural Heritage and Endanger Species program
and deemed to have no impact on the specie(s) within the bubble.
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Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan
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Figure 2. Photo Point Pictures

Pre-Harvest, January 2025
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