
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Potash Brook 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4393 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-17-17-03  
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  021-8695-17 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River Watershed 
Town(s): Barre 
Acres: 7 
Nearest Road: Coldbrook Rd 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  White Pine/Hardwood 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: 253 B & C Hinckley loamy sand excessively drained, and 254 B Merrimac fine sandy loam 3- 8% slopes 
somewhat excessively drained. 
Wetland Resources:  Wetlands and a pond are present, adjacent to but outside of harvest area.  Potash Brook 
is adjacent to, but outside of the harvest area.  A seasonal brook in the harvest area will be crossed. 
Vernal Pools: Yes 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 6/5/17 

Harvest End Date: 6/27/17 

Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: One 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: The crossing has been located in the best possible spot.  Temporary skidder bridges will be 
used over the stream channel.  The approaches to the crossing may be armored with brush or corduroyed if 
necessary.  The approaches will be seeded post-harvest. 
Filter Strips: There is harvesting in filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Ken Canfield 
Forester License number: 431 
Phone number: 857 274 7090 
Email: Kenneth.canfield@mass.gov 
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Narrative 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
The area adjacent to Coldbrook Rd was used as pastureland until the 1930’s.  The area was probably planted 
with eastern white pine and European larch.  The white pine that now dominates the site is very low quality. 
   
Overstory tree species diversity is relatively low.   The harvest area is dominated by low quality “old pasture” 
white pine trees that are 80+ years old.  Although there are scattered black cherry, red maple, European larch, 
hemlock, and red oak trees, they make up a very low percentage of overstory trees.  Advanced regeneration 
of all species is abundant and is much more balanced in terms of diversity. 
 
Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations. DWSP recognizes that wildlife 
habitat management and restoration of rare habitats are important secondary goals, where they are 
compatible with maintaining high quality drinking water. 
 
This area was specifically targeted because there is a 25 + acre stand dominated by poorly formed pasture 
white pine.  That type of stand is relatively low in diversity of overstory tree species.  The white pine trees that 
are present are also more prone to windthrow in a wind event because they are tall and multi-stemmed.  The 
abundant advanced regeneration present consists of a more balanced species mix and makes it more likely 
that the resulting stand will be established quickly and will be more diverse. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
The silvicultural objective for this lot is to regenerate 7.0 acres of old pasture white pine stand to a more 
diverse stand with a higher percentage of dominant or co – dominant hardwood species, especially oak.  This 
will be done in four groups that are 2.5 acres, 2.0 acres, 1.7 acres, and 0.8 acres in size. 
 
Cultural Resources 
This land has been determined to not be culturally or archeologically sensitive based on a review by the DCR 
Archaeologist.  Standard practice dictates that every effort is made to avoid disturbing stone walls and other 
cultural resources.   
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
No known vernal pools are present within the lot.  There is 1 vernal pool and 2 potential pools within 200 feet 
of the boundary of the lot.  State CMP’s and DWSP policy were implemented to mitigate potential impacts to 
these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures 

Figure 1 Final Forest Cutting Plan 
Figure 2 (A-B) Pre-Harvest photographs taken 4/12/17 
Figure 3 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 7/12/17 
Figure 4 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 8/16/22 (after 5 growing seasons)  



Figure 1 Final Forest Cutting Plan 

 
 
  



  



  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Figure 2 (A-B) Pre-Harvest photographs from marked photo point 1 taken 4/12/17 
2A From the edge of Coldbrook Rd Looking west southwest 

 

 
 

2B From the edge of Coldbrook Rd looking west northwest 



Figure 3 (A-B) Post-Harvest Photographs taken from marked photo point 1 taken 7/12/17 
3A From the edge of Coldbrook Rd Looking west southwest 

 

 

 
3B From the edge of Coldbrook Rd looking west northwest 



Figure 4 (A-B) Post-Harvest photographs taken 8/16/22 (after 5 growing seasons) 
4A From the edge of Coldbrook Rd Looking west southwest 

 

 

4B From the edge of Coldbrook Rd looking west northwest 
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