
   
 

   
 

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Williamsville Rd  
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4395 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-16-31-06 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number:  140-9109-18 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River Watershed 
Town(s): Hubbardston 
Acres: 25 
Nearest Road: Williamsville Rd 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  White Pine/Hardwood, Oak/hardwood 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: 915E Montauk-Canton, 924 C Turnbridge-Lyman-Berkshire, 927C Montauk-Scituate-
Canton, well drained 
Wetland Resources:  There is a large wetland present that will be avoided, as well as a few 
smaller wet areas.  A stream leaving the wetland will be crossed. 
Vernal Pools: Yes 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 5/29/18 
Harvest End Date: 8/28/18 

Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: One 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There is one stream crossing. 
Filter Strips: There is harvesting in a filter strip. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Ken Canfield 
Forester License number: 431 
Phone number: 857 274 7090 
Email: Kenneth.canfield@mass.gov 
 
Narrative 
General Description/Forest Composition/History 
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The harvest area lies south of Willamsville Rd in Hubbardston.  The access to this property is 
across a deeded right-of-way over abutting private property.  Public access is not permitted on 
the right-of-way. 
 
Much of this area was acquired in the 90’s by DWSP.  The previous landowner had harvested 
firewood on the property for decades.  Most of what was left was low quality, old field white 
pine.  DWSP did conduct one harvest at the time of acquisition but has not done any 
management since.   The lot has large patches of healthy, diverse pole size regeneration that 
resulted from the last timber harvest.  There are still large patches of forest that are dominated 
by old field white pine scattered throughout.  Those patches will be targeted for removal.  
    
Tree species present are white pine, white, red, black, and scarlet oak, red maple, hemlock, 
black cherry, American beech, pitch pine, and quaking aspen. 
 
Invasive shrubs are relatively low, except adjacent to the existing field.  Some scattered glossy 
buckthorn and Japanese barberry is present underneath the forest canopy in the harvest area.  
Invasive shrubs were hand-pulled during the marking of this lot.  Harvesting trees in patches 
puts enough sunlight on the ground to create conditions that will help native tree species out-
compete invasive shrubs over time. 
 
The soil is well drained. 
 
Site Selection 
 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 

provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  

This area was chosen because of the large patches of low-quality old field white pine.  These types of 

stands are generally less diverse than other types of forests and are prone to damage during wind 

events. 

Silvicultural Objectives 
 
The main purpose of this harvest is to regenerate areas that are currently dominated by low 
quality, old field white pine, to create more diverse and resilient future forest stands.  Two 
larger clearcut patches of 4.7 and 4.0 acres will be harvested, as well as twelve smaller patches 
that range in size 0.62 to 2.0 acres.  Scattered overstory trees will be left within the patches for 
aesthetic purposes. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
 
This land has been determined to not be culturally or archeologically sensitive based on a 
review by the DCR Archaeologist.  Standard practice dictates that every effort is made to avoid 
disturbing stone walls and other cultural resources.   One stonewall will have to be crossed. 



   
 

   
 

 
Rare or Endangered Species 
No known vernal pools are present within the lot.  There are 2 vernal pools within 200 feet of 
the boundary of the lot.  State CMP’s and DWSP policy will be implemented to mitigate 
potential impacts to those areas.  Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) does 
not show any rare habitat within the harvest area. 
 
 
 
 
  



   
 

   
 

 
Figures 

Figure 1. Final Forest Cutting Plan  
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