Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management

Forest Management Project Summary

Project Title: Whitehall/Mass Central Rail Trail Pitch Pine/Oak Barren Restoration
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4399

DWSP Proposal ID: WR18-08-01

DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 257-10909-19

Site Information

Watershed: Ware River Watershed

Town(s): Rutland

Acres: 19.5

Nearest Road: Whitehall Rd

Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No

Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes

Forest Types: white pine/pitch pine, white pine/hardwood

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No

Soils: 254 B Merrimac fine sandy loam, 927 C Montauk-Scituate-Canton association
Wetland Resources: Several streams and a wetland are near the harvest area.
Vernal Pools: None known

Harvest Information

Harvest Start Date: 1/14/20

Harvest End Date: 2/11/20

Number of Wetland Crossings: None
Number of Stream Crossings: None

Best Management Practices Applied

Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings.

Filter Strips: There is no harvesting in a filter strip.

Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings.
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands.

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest
Name: Ken Canfield

Forester License number: 431

Phone number: 508-882-3636 X 1603
Email: kenneth.canfield@state.ma.us



Narrative

General Description/Forest Composition/History

The harvest area is located in Rutland, south of Whitehall Rd and north of the Mass Central Rail
Trail (MCRT).

Stand 1 is a 15 acre white pine/pitch pine stand adjacent to the MCRT. The 1938 aerial photos
show this area as very open with patches of young trees and shrubs. We believe the area was
historically heavily affected by frequent fires. A shelterwood harvest that removed low quality
white pine and scots pine was completed in 1992.

Tree species present are eastern white pine, pitch pine, white oak, red oak, scots pine, red
maple, black cherry, eastern hemlock, and aspen.

Stand 2 is white pine/hardwood stand. Mature, low quality eastern white pine dominates most
of this stand. Red maple, black cherry, red and white oak, and pitch pine are also present. The
stand was thinned in 1991.

Invasive shrubs are not prevalent, though glossy buckthorn is present. Some invasive shrubs
were hand-pulled during the marking of this lot

The soil is excessively well drained.

Site Selection

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations. A
healthy and resilient forest is comprised of diverse native tree and shrub species and multiple
age classes of trees.

Stand 1 was chosen because of the well drained soils, the presence of pitch pine, and the
history of fire in the stand. It is the southern most section of a potential barren restoration
area that was identified in DWSP’s Comprehensive Land Management Plan. This harvest will be
the first step in restoring the barren. This type of management will increase the diversity of
species and habitat on DWSP land.

Stand 2 was chosen because it is dominated by low quality, mature pasture white pine. These
stands are relatively low in diversity of species and ages of trees. Removing the mature
overstory trees will release the more diverse natural regeneration that already exists in the
understory and establish a more diverse young forest that will be left to grow for decades.

Silvicultural Objectives

In Stand 1 the objective is to establish a pitch pine/white oak barren. All species of trees except
for pitch pine and large healthy white oak will be removed. The result will be a relatively open
barren, with scattered overstory pitch pine and white oak. Prescribed fire will be used in the
future to maintain the barren.

In stand 2 the objective is to remove low quality, mature, old pasture white pine and expand
the 9.4 acre opening that was created in 2007.



Cultural Resources
Standard practice dictates that every effort is made to avoid disturbing stone walls and other
cultural resources.

Rare or Endangered Species
Several vernal pools are present adjacent to the harvest area. They will be buffered and
protected.
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