
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Stevens Branch 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4412 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-23-26-3 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 257.42917.25  
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River Watershed 
Town(s): Rutland 
Acres: 12.8 
Nearest Road: Reuben Walker Rd  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  white pine/oak 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: 926C - Charlton-Chatfield association - Well drained thick. 927C - Montauk-Scituate-
Canton association - Well drained thick. 
Wetland Resources:  Wetlands abut the proposal boundary, but no work will occur in wetlands 
and no crossings are required for access.  
Vernal Pools: No 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: TBD 
Harvest End Date: Before 8/13/26 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: There is no harvesting in a filter strip. 
Wetland Crossings: There are no wetland crossings. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Russ Wilmot 
Forester License number: 426 
Phone number: 857 262 3809 
Email: Russell.Wilmot@mass.gov 
 
 
 
  



Narrative 
General Description/Forest Composition/History: 
The 1938 aerial photos show this area was young forest at that time. The lot is generally flat. 
Approximately 2 acres of the center of the lot was part of harvest lot 4292, a 9-acre 
shelterwood prep cut completed in 2000. The entire lot was part of proposal WR-13-22-3 which 
became harvest lot 4383. The portion of lot 4383 that contains this proposal was a 15-acre 
shelterwood prep cut with three openings, each of which were approximately 1/3 acre in size. 
This proposal consists of white pine - oak stand. The stand is stocked with an average of 
approximately 100 square feet of basal area per acre. Sawlog sized white pine of average 
quality dominates the stand. Sawlog sized white and red oak of medium quality are present, 
most heavily adjacent to Reuben Walker Road. Red maple, black cherry, pitch pine, eastern 
hemlock, and black birch are also present in the overstory. Regeneration is abundant 
throughout the stand. Regeneration consists of a mix of large saplings and poles that were 
saved during the previous harvest and sprouts and seedlings that were established as a result of 
that harvest. Mixed oaks, white pine, red maple, American chestnut, black birch, and eastern 
hemlock regeneration is present. 
 
Glossy buckthorn was observed but is not well established. 
 
The soils are well drained. 
 
Site Selection 
The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a 
forest that provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  A 
healthy and resilient forest is comprised of diverse native tree and shrub species and multiple 
age classes of trees.  
 
Regeneration consists of a mix of large saplings and poles that were saved during the previous 
harvest, and sprouts and seedlings that were established as a result of that harvest. Mixed oaks, 
white pine, red maple, American chestnut, black birch, and eastern hemlock regeneration is 
present. 
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
The silvicultural objective for this lot is to release the abundant established regeneration that is 
present with an overstory removal. This would preferably be accomplished as a complete 
overstory removal. Approximately 5 square feet of basal area per acre of scattered good 
quality, dominant white pine and oak stems as well as all pitch pine will be retained. 
 
Cultural Resources 
Stonewalls are present on the lot. The area has been accessed in the recent past, so no new 
impacts on stone walls are anticipated. BMP recommendations from the DCR archaeologist to 
minimize soil compaction and disturbance will be followed. 
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP) does not show any rare habitat within 
the harvest area.  



 
Figures 
Figure 1. Final Forest Cutting Plan  
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