
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 
Project Title: Marsh Lane 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number: 4414 
DWSP Proposal ID: WR-22-02-01 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 222.43328.25  
 

Site Information 
Watershed:  Ware River Watershed 
Town(s): Oakham 
Acres: 65.6 
Nearest Road: Coldbrook Rd  
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: No 
Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types:  White pine/oak, Oak hardwood 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?: No 
Soils: Moderately well drained Montauk-Scituate-Canton– 79%  
Well drained thick Montauk-Canton association- 13%  
Poorly to very poorly drained Ridgebury-Whitman- 8% 
Wetland Resources: a couple thin veins of wet soils running roughly north to south through the 
middle of the southern portion of the lot below Marsh Lane. They will be crossed to access the 
southeastern portion of the lot.  Portable bridge panels and brush will be used to armor the 
crossings as needed. 
Vernal Pools: There is a single vernal pool that is roughly 400 ft east of the landing and there 
is a network of five vernal pools in the southern portion of the lot. Vernal pools will be 
buffered. 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: 7/10/25 
Harvest End Date: 9/5/25 
Number of Wetland Crossings: Two 
Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 

Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings: There are no stream crossings. 
Filter Strips: There is no harvesting in filter strips. 
Wetland Crossings: There are two wetland crossings made of timberframe mats with 
approaches protected. 
Harvesting in Wetlands: There is no harvesting in wetlands. 
 
DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Russ Wilmot 
Forester License number: 426 
Phone number: 857 262 3809 
Email: Russell.Wilmot@mass.gov 



Narrative 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 
Lot 4414 is located on the East side of Coldbrook Rd in Oakham.    
  
The 1938 aerial photos show this area was young forest at that time.  
  
The only recorded harvest in the area is lot 164, a 26 acre shelterwood in the northwestern 
portion of the lot that was completed in 1988. No discernable overstory openings were created 
during that harvest.  
  
The entire lot appears to be even aged with white pine dominating much of the overstory. Oak 
species are also a major component and dominate the stand to the north.  Other overstory 
species present are red maple, black birch, yellow birch, paper birch, pitch pine, shagbark 
hickory and white ash.  
  
 
Site Selection 
This site was selected because it is dominated by an even aged canopy with relatively low 
species diversity.  These types of sites are less resilient to wind events such as hurricanes, which 
typically impact taller trees and invasive insects and pathogens, which typically impact certain 
species of trees. Diversifying age and height structure and species composition across the 
landscape will help make the forest more resilient over time.  
 
Silvicultural Objectives 
The silvicultural objective of this harvest is to start transitioning a single aged forest into a 
multi-aged forest by removing trees in groups to create growing conditions suitable to 
regenerate diverse species of native trees.  The groups of trees removed vary in size and target 
areas with low overstory species diversity and low vigor.  Two openings of 3.4 acres each will be 
created in areas dominated by low vigor white pine.  Several openings between 0.2 and 2.0 
acres were created in oak dominated and more mixed canopy areas.  The desired future 
condition of the stand is a more balanced age structure with dense pockets of regeneration of 
diverse tree species surrounded by undisturbed forest.  
 
Cultural Resources 
There are cultural sites that will be well buffered.  There are stone walls present throughout the 
lot that will be crossed to access the lot. Care will be taken to use pre-existing crossings where 
possible.  
 
Rare or Endangered Species 
No known rare species or priority habitats on site.  
 
 
  



Figures 

Figure 1. Final Forest Cutting Plan  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2: Before harvest (July 2025) 
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